International Collective in Support of Fishworkers (ICSF) Trust

[image: image1.jpg]


Documentation Centre

Weekly News Alert

08 October – 12 October 2012


Meghalaya:  Meghalaya imports fish as demand outstrips supply
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2012-10-07/guwahati/34305588_1_fish-production-national-level-population-growth
Shillong: The per capita availability of fish in the state has declined "as a result of the high population growth and stagnation in production". Meghalaya has registered the highest population growth rate in the country as per the latest census report. In fact, the internal demand for fish outweighs the supply, making the state import fish from Andhra Pradesh.

"It is disheartening to note that we are dependent on other states for fish," said chief secretary WMS Pariat. He added that the state government is now looking to make the state self-sufficient in fresh water fish production and reduce its dependence on other states. The stagnation in fish production has also resulted in declining contribution of the sector to the Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP).

"The share of the fisheries sector in the total agricultural GSDP is only 1.15 per cent as against 5.20 per cent at the national level. Its share in the overall GSDP is as low as 0.21 per cent while the corresponding proportion at the national level is four times higher," an official report pointed out. The report added that the reason for "stagnation in fish production despite the expansion of area under fish ponds by 500 hectares is not clear". According to the 61st round of the National Sample Survey, per capita consumption of fish in Meghalaya is approximately 6.425 kg as against 7.096 kg at the national level with the total consumption in the state estimated at 19,000 MT. The gap between the demand and supply is over 15,000 MT.

"Given the wide gap between demand and supply, the development of the fishery sector is a priority of the state government in order to exploit the full potential of the sector, which will help increase the supply as well as ensure economic prosperity and livelihood security of the rural poor in the state," said an official of the Meghalaya State Aquaculture Mission.

© 2012 Bennett, Coleman & Co. Ltd
Bihar: Fish output to go up 5.4L tonnes in 5 years

http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2012-10-09/patna/34342042_1_fish-production-fish-imports-fish-output
Patna: The state government has drawn up an ambitious programme to achieve self-sufficiency in fish production and allied issues like marketing, training and subsidy in order to benefit from abundant aquatic resources. At present, fish production in Bihar is abysmally short of demand and it has to depend on imports from other states. 
When NDA-I came to power in 2005, the state's fish output was 2.88 lakh tonnes, which has gone up to 3.44 lakh tonnes in the current year. The animal husbandry and fishery resources department is now making efforts to increase production to 5.50 lakh tonnes, the current consumption, in a bid to ensure that import of fish from Andhra Pradesh could be discontinued from 2015. 
The state plans to further hike production to 8.86 lakh tonnes by 2017. "Against the national average yield of 2,500 tonnes of fish per hectare, Bihar's yield is less than half at 1,200 tonnes. Despite using 9 lakh hectares of wetlands and 80,000 hectares of traditional ponds, Rs 2,000 crore goes out of the state due to fish imports," says animal husbandry and fishery resources minister Giriraj Singh, adding the state government has introduced a slew of measures to treble fish production in the state. The department has located 500 hectares of more ponds to augment production.

He said the number of hatcheries would be increased from 90 to 250 in the state so that fish incubates could be available in bulk to the fishermen. "In 2005, there were only 14 hatcheries, which number has gone up to 90. To increase the number to 250, the department has gone in for the public-private mode," the minister said. 
For better marketing of fish, well-equipped fish markets will be developed at Muzaffarpur, Darbhanga, Bhagalpur and Gaya. "We have also taken up imparting training to our fishermen in a big way," Singh said, adding for this, Bihar is sending fishermen to West Bengal, Odisha, Uttar Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh and Maharashtra for continuous training and exposure.

A fishermen's training centre is coming up at Mithapur, Patna, in December this year. Two other training centres are being established at Dholi in Pusa (Muzaffarpur district) and Shahzadapur under Sarairanjan block in Samastipur district. "Only 3,000 fishermen had been trained by 2005. 
We plan to give technical know-how to 1,500 more fishermen in 2012-2013 to ensure that fish seed is not destroyed before they attain the desired size," the minister said. The state government will provide 50% subsidy to a fisherman who produces fish worth Rs 4.5 lakh in one hectare. 
"The government will also provide 50% subsidy on the use of tubewells and solar pumpset and on reclamation of old ponds at the rate of Rs 1.5 lakh per hectare," he added. The department is also looking into the issues of poor rural road infrastructure, lack of cold storages for storing fish and absence of an organized retail to prevent wastage.

© 2012 Bennett, Coleman & Co. Ltd

Andhra Pradesh: Fishermen’s hamlets under threat of erosion due to rising sea levels: survey 
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Visakhapatnam/fishermens-hamlets-under-threat-of-erosion-due-to-rising-sea-levels-survey/article3935055.ece
The survey found that 95 villages did not have functional beaches for fishing economy as they are subjected to land erosion. Un-employability of educated youth among fishing communities with their inherent ability going to seed, decline of traditional fishing methods and erosion of fishermen villages depriving space for fishing economy are among the salient observations of a macro survey of 191 villages taken up of Visakhapatnam Regional Chapter of National Maritime Foundation. 

The villages fall in the north coastal districts of Visakhapatnam, Vizianagaram and Srikakulam. Apart from throwing light on the living conditions, education, gender-based work division, among other things, of the communities, it observes that 153 of the villages fall under the 10 meter contour of contiguous tidal margin subject to climatic and marine dynamics. “The fishermen settlements are under threat of erosion due to rising sea levels caused by global warming as suggested by several international studies,” says member of VRC and former Registrar of Andhra University P. Vijaya Prakash, who conducted the survey. 

The survey found that 95 villages did not have functional beaches for fishing economy as they are subjected to land erosion, the survey observes. Prof. Vijaya Prakash says such villages have no anchoring facilities. He cites the instance of Pudimadaka in Visakhapatnam district. Four, five villages were using berthing facilities at one place depending upon availability. Fishermen were forced to relocate their dwellings, he pointed out. Several vulnerable villages have been identified and now a macro survey would be taken up to suggest remedial measures, he said. 

One of the objects of the study is conservation of traditional cultures in view of the invasion of fishing technologies and modern marketing strategies spurred by globalisation. Prof. Vijaya Prakash and his team of researchers conducted the study with the Rs.2.8 lakh and the credit should go to Visakhapatnam Port Trust Chairman Ajeya Kallam who immediately sanctioned the amount, says NMF Regional Director A. Prasanna Kumar. 

Alternate employment: After seeing a presentation Police Commissioner J. Purnachandra Rao immediately rushed to Mutyalammapalem, one of the villages covered, along with Prof. Vijaya Prakash and picked up the youth for training. Prof. Vijaya Prakash says youth from the community who studied Class X or Intermediate are not going for fishing and are not contributing to the family. They are turning towards non-marine related employment like driving, welding etc. 

VRC is trying to bring about a synergy between fishing and fishing populations with the help of agencies like CIFNET, CMFRI, CIFT and the State Fisheries Department. Prof. Vijaya Prakash, an anthropologist, says the natural marine endurance of the youth should be used for marine-related activity for technology-loaded fishing, shipping, offshore drilling etc or by the Navy, Merchant Navy etc. 

© 2012, The Hindu

Tamil Nadu: Sea water intrusion a big challenge for City aquifers 
http://ibnlive.in.com/news/sea-water-intrusion-a-big-challenge-for-city-aquifers/298825-60-120.html
India’s first Aquifier Atlas, released by the Central Ground Water Board (CG-WB) recently, has further reiterated what other studies have shown about Chennai city. Over exploitation of groundwater has rendered it vulnerable to sea intrusion in different pockets, putting to danger sensitive aquifers on which a major chunk of the population depend for water needs.

According to the atlas, Chennai is one of the districts classified as “Over Exploited”, with parts having salinity content higher than permissible limits. However, what is striking is the fact that the “Aquifer Vulnerable Map”, which is part of the document, shows that the north of Chennai as one of only four pockets in entire Tamil Nadu, which has seen significant sea-water intrusion, with the other two being pockets of Cuddalore, Ramanathapuram and Kanyakumari. Sources said as early as in 2007, the Public Works Department (PWD) had initiated a study of the aquifer systems in Minjur, the area in Chennai worst affected by groundwater exploitation.

“The industry there had extracted so much that we estimated the intrusion could have been as much as 15 km into the aquifer during the study,” said a senior official. Such intrusion made the water unfit for potability in pockets. What raised alarm about the Minjur experience was the fact that no aquifer functions in isolation. CGWB officials pointed out that if one aquifer gets contaminated by sea water, chances of the adjoining one facing the same threat would be high. “Such aquifers are always linked. 
This is why, once intrusion is noticed, careful management plan had to be in place. Once a aquifer is contaminated, it is very hard to reclaim it,” one official told Express.However, recent observations have shifted their focus to South of Chennai in areas such as Adyar and Besant Nagar, where officials pointed out that signs of intrusion are already showing. “While the studies are still going on, there is no denying the fact that South Chennai is seeing high exploitation of ground water resources owing to over development and increasing fresh water demand,” said a PWD official.

Chennai has also been designated as a district where groundwater showed Nitrate levels higher than the permissible limit of 45 mg/l. Highly placed sources said there was no stringent monitoring of mechanised water withdrawal close to the coast, though regulations place restrictions on setting up of mechanical tube wells in the Coastal Regulation Zones (CRZs). “If you read the regulations, you would know that there are restrictions placed on how you withdraw water in the CRZ. Whether people get booked for violation is the big question,” observed one official.

© 2012 Cable News Network LP, LLLP.

Tamil Nadu: Power plant shock to fish bowl of India

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/hyderabad/Power-plant-shock-to-fish-bowl-of-India/articleshow/16774619.cms
Hyderabad: As against fish and corals, it's thermal plants and chemical industries that are fighting for space in the Gulf of Mannar these days.  Once India's most prominent marine biodiversity site, this southern tip of the country is now infested with polluting `agents' that seem to be rapidly growing in size with time. And the Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant (KKNPP) standing tall on the shores of Tirunelveli (one of the four prominent districts around the gulf) is only the latest in the long list of assaults unleashed on this 'fish bowl' over the past one decade. 

In fact, participants at the biodiversity convention said here on Thursday said that 17 thermal plants have recently been given the nod to set shop in Tuticorin, another district from this cluster that already has several such plants operating on its premises. Not surprising then that the total count of the 3,600 species of flora and fauna (source: Indian Coast Guard report) found in the gulf area until a decade or two ago has almost halved by now. Comprising this `gulf zone' is also Ramanathapuram and Kankyakumari that too are crowded with gas power stations and other industrial irritants, which have not just posed a serious threat to the wealth of this `biosphere reserve' (declared by the government in 1989 owing to the gulf's biodiversity population) but also affected the livelihoods of the 50,000-strong fisher-folk community residing in the 300 villages of these districts. But the fishers are not alone. 
Even the indigenous sea weed collectors and shell divers of this area are now living in fear of losing their only source of earning to big-ticket developmental projects. "Apart from the nuclear plant, Kudankulam is also crowded with mining operations that has displaced local communities," said J Spartegus, a research associate with the Ramanathapuram fishers' trade union working closely with locals living around the Gulf of Mannar.  'Govt blamed for loss of livelihoods' In the city for the ongoing international biodiversity meet, Spartegus spoke of how, since 2002, the ambitious 'management plans' of the government to 'protect' marine life around the gulf had only adversely impacted the locals. 
"They (government authorities) have pushed them away from the islands and shores and dumped on them alternative livelihoods like goat-rearing and mat-making which they have never practiced in their lives. In the name of compensation, they have given these people a measly Rs 5,000 which they have to pay back with interest," he added. That this displacement of the poor has been replaced with multi-crore industrial ventures and environment polluting power and nuclear plants is another story. "The torture is unbearable now. Apart from being routinely asked to give up our work, we are also constantly abused and tortured by the local authorities. Our several generations' old trade has suddenly become 'illegal' for the world," rued M Lakshmi, a sea weed collector from the area. 

Groups fighting a fierce battle for the protection of such people condemn the indifference of the Indian government to the plight of these communities. They also point out how India's talk about conservation of biodiversity is absolutely hollow, considering how it has done everything to destroy its resources. "It is about time we looked at developing and implementing effective conservation measures with the participation of communities," said Ramya Rajagopalan, member of the international collective in support of fisherfolk.

© 2012 Bennett, Coleman & Co. Ltd.

Tamil Nadu: Kudankulam row: Thousands of villagers protest near plant
http://www.ndtv.com/article/cities/kudankulam-row-hundreds-of-villagers-protest-near-plant-276745
Kudankulam: Thousands of fishermen from 40 villages around the Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant in Tamil Nadu have surrounded the area from about 500 metres in the sea and are shouting slogans to protest against the plant. This is a token seige of the plant, since they will not be allowed by policemen to get any closer. Activist SP Udhayakumar, who is spearheading the anti-plant protests, today said in their next action, protestors would lay siege to the Tamil Nadu Assembly in Chennai on October 29.

Mr Udhayakumar's organisation, the People's Movement against Nuclear Energy (PMANE), has said apart from the fishermen in Tirunelveli and the adjoining Kanyakumari and Thoothukudi districts, volunteers from various political parties are expected to participate in separate protests planned across the state. "We are laying siege against fuel loading. It will be a peaceful, non-violent protest as we have been doing for some time now. We have asked authorities to treat our protesters with respect, to respect their democratic rights. We have appealed to the government against fuel loading at the plant. When the entire world is shunning nuclear power, why shouldn't we?...we will not cross our boundaries...the protesters have been clearly told there will be no vandalism, they will not attack security officials," Mr Udhayakumar said.

The protesters have floated fibre boats and bouys in the sea and intend to stay there for the whole day today. More than 5,000 security personnel have been deployed and the Coast Guard has positioned five vessels in the area to prevent any untoward incident. Meanwhile, there is heavy security on all roads leading to the plant, Personnel from the Additional Coast Guard, Rapid Action Force, Central Reserve Police Force and the Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) have been deployed at all key junctions, the plant site and in the neighbouring villages.

The protesters are demanding the closure of the plant, citing safety concerns. The locals say they are worried about ecological damage by radioactivity which could affect the livelihood of thousands of fishermen around the plant. Activists have also cited the Fukushima disaster in Japan, triggered by a tsunami last year, to draw parallels about the dangers of a nuclear plant. 

The villagers are also demanding the release of those arrested in an earlier protest, and taking back what they term as false cases against activists. They also want the police to be withdrawn from their villages. Last month, a protest that lasted several days ended in police action on villages around the nuclear plant, where several people were arrested. The cops were indicted by an independent commission of using excess force at that time. Police had used tear gas and lathicharge to control the protesters, who had threatened to storm the plant from the sea. 

Though protests have been continuing against the nuclear plant, the Supreme Court has cleared its operationalization under the condition that all safety mechanisms are in place. The government has assured the court that the plant is safe and is "fully equipped to withstand" Fukushima-type incidents.

© Copyright NDTV Convergence Limited 2012.

Kerala: Vizhinjam: Forum listens to woes of hoteliers, fisherfolk
http://articles.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/2012-10-03/thiruvananthapuram/34237874_1_visl-vizhinjam-l-t-rambol 
Thiruvananthapuram: Stakeholders of the tourism industry, members of the fishing community, elected representatives of five panchayats near Vizhinjam and others aired their grievances about the Vizhinjam international container transhipment terminal before a forum on Tuesday.
The forum chaired by Dr Isabelle Paris, senior environment specialist (Environment and social development department), International finance corporation and Bhanu Mehrotra, senior investment officer, IFC, Suparnaa Mulick, chairperson, Asian Consulting Engineers (Pvt.) Ltd., CV Sundara Rajan, city office manager (Hyderabad Office and Head- Environment Section) and Ajit S, executive engineer (head - environment) VISL listened to the voices of people who will be directly affected by the project.

The session witnessed heated arguments between those who were for the project and those against it. Kerala hotels and restaurants association and South Kerala hotel federation members argued that the site selection for the project was based on false data that only three resorts were functioning at the site while it was actually 31.

In response, IFC clarified that the organization cannot be held responsible for site selection as it was done by L&T Rambol. "We can only comment on the EIA for the port which is being prepared by Asian Consulting Engineers Pvt. Ltd. We have no legal authority over L&T Rambol. If the stakeholders have an issue with site selection, they should address it to VISL who had contracted the job to L&T Rambol," Mehrotra said.

Fishermen's organizations, supporting and opposing the project, agreed that the fishermen need to be adequately compensated. Janapaksham president Benny Joseph demanded that the fishermen community should be rehabilitated before starting the work. E M Najeeb, said he welcomed the port project and that the cruise terminal would be beneficial. He was supported by others from the tourism industry. "Our EIA report will be published in full and accessible to the general public," Paris said. The EIA report is likely to be completed by December. 

© 2012 Bennett, Coleman & Co. Ltd.
Maharashtra: Experts: Coastal danger in Ratnagiri, Raigad,  Sindhudurg

http://www.indianexpress.com/news/experts-coastal-danger-in-ratnagiri-raigad-sindhudurg/1015167/1
Unbridled development that leads to mushrooming of projects such as power plants is threatening marine and coastal biodiversity, including along the Maharashtra coast and this needs the urgent attention of the government, said experts attending the 11th Conference of Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (COP CBD 11) in Hyderabad. 

The Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS), Greenpeace India and several other NGOs working for the environment said on the sidelines of the meet that the government must address the issue and ensure development takes place in a rational manner. They pointed out in particular the threat to marine biodiversity from a string of proposed projects, particularly in Ratnagiri, Raigad and Sindhudurg districts. 

“In a small 150-km stretch covering Ratnagiri, Raigad and Sindhudurg districts, 15 power plants, gas-based, thermal and nuclear, for 25 gigawatts have been proposed. Of these, 11 are in Ratnagiri alone,” said Dr Deepak Apte, marine biologist and BNHS deputy director. Power plants lead to thermal stress and affects many marine species destroying livelihood of traditional fishermen, experts pointed out. “Power plants release water around seven degrees higher than the sea temperature. Over a long period of time, say 80 years, the massive volume released into sea can change the temperature,” said Apte. “This may cause emigration of marine species that do not like hot conditions and immigration of those that prefer them. Thus, traditional fishers will be affected as the species that come in may not be economically viable,” he said. Also, marine species that do not have tolerance to large changes in temperatures will be affected. The problem with the proposed plants, especially in Maharashtra, is their sheer number. “The effect from one plant can be diluted but in Maharashtra it will be like one power plant every 20 kilometres. The cumulative thermal stress will be very high,” said Apte. 

Also, thermal pollution has not been taken into account as a possible hazard of power plants in environmental impact studies, experts said. “During their assessment, the government considered displacement due to power plants and health hazards but not thermal pollution, which is also a major influencing factor.”  Green activists have urged the government during the CBD COP 11, to talk about issues of sustainability and take steps to limit unbridled development.  “Power is very important, but the government must consider its environmental cost as well and engage in rational development,” said Apte.

© 2012 The Indian Express Limited.
Eleventh Conference of Parties to the CBD, 8-19 October 2012: Statement  On Agenda Item 10: Marine and Coastal Biodiversity  by World Forum of Fisher Peoples(WFFP)  and  International Collective in Support of Fishworkers (ICSF)

http://www.icsf.net/en/statements.html?radio=O 

The World Forum of Fisher Peoples (WFFP) and the International Collective in Support of Fishworkers (ICSF) would like to highlight the concerns of small-scale and artisanal fishers from different parts of the world on this agenda item. 

The need to integrate the traditional knowledge of indigenous peoples and local communities and to ensure their full and effective participation in the implementation of the Convention is well recognized, including in the various decisions of the Conference of Parties to the CBD.  However it is unfortunate that these foundational principles have not been taken into account in the various processes initiated for the description of the Ecologically or Biologically 
Significant Marine and Coastal Areas (EBSAs). 

We ask Parties to ensure that all work related to the description of EBSAs integrates the traditional, scientific, technical and technological knowledge of indigenous peoples and local communities, consistent with Article 8(j) and 10 (c).  We further request Parties to ensure that there is full and effective participation of indigenous peoples and local communities, particularly fishing communities, in future regional and national workshops on EBSAs. 

In this context we welcome the recommendations from the study on Identifying specific elements for integrating the traditional, scientific, technical and technological knowledge of indigenous and local communities, and social and cultural criteria and other aspects for the application of scientific criteria for identification of EBSAs as well as the establishment and management of marine protected areas (UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/16/INF/10). 

We urge Parties to take note of recommendations of this study and to develop socio-cultural criteria for EBSAs to be used alongside the existing scientific criteria, particularly in areas with pre-existing human populations/ uses, recognizing that the eventual management of  the identified areas will be dependent on social, economic and cultural factors. Such an approach, which also takes cognizance of existing rights of indigenous peoples and local communities and their systems of governance, will have benefits for both biodiversity and livelihoods. 

Chair, we have specific proposals for language for paras 15, 18 and 21. We will submit this separately to the Secretariat. 

15.     Welcomes the work of the Executive Secretary, generously funded by the Government of Germany, to develop the EBSA training manual and modules

(UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/16/INF/9), and requests the Executive Secretary to further refine the training manual and modules, as necessary, including further consultation with Parties, and indigenous peoples and local communities and the development of training materials on the use of traditional knowledge. When suitably revised, requests the Executive Secretary to translate the EBSA training manual and modules into the official United Nations languages, and invites 
Parties, other Governments and United Nations specialized agencies to use these training materials and other means, as appropriate, and, as far as possible, make necessary resources available for this purpose, in order to enhance the scientific and technical capacity within 
respective countries and regions with regard to describing areas that meet the criteria for EBSAs; 

18. Welcomes the report  Identifying specific elements for integrating the traditional, scientific, technical and technological knowledge of indigenous and local communities, and social and cultural criteria and other aspects for the application of scientific criteria for identification of EBSAs as well as the establishment and management of marine protected areas (UNEP/CBD/SBSTTA/16/INF/10), noting that the best available scientific and technical knowledge, including relevant traditional knowledge, should be the basis for the description of 
areas that meet the criteria for EBSAs, and that the participation of indigenous and local communities in regional EBSA workshops, as well as the use of social and cultural criteria, developed with the full and effective participation of indigenous peoples and local communities, is essential for any subsequent step of selecting conservation and management measures, particularly in areas with pre-existing human populations and uses. 

21.     Urges Parties and invites other Governments, the financial mechanism, and funding organizations to provide adequate, timely, and  sustainable support to the implementation of  training and capacity  building and other activities related to EBSAs, especially for developing countries, in particular least developed countries and  small island developing States and Parties with economies in transition, as well as indigenous peoples and local communities.

CBD COP 11 PRESS RELEASE: International Collective in Support of Fishworkers (ICSF), World Forum of Fisher Peoples (WFFP) and National Fishworkers’ Forum (NFF)
Source: ICSF
In a press conference at COP11 organised by International Collective in Support of Fishworkers (ICSF), World Forum of Fisher Peoples (WFFP) and National Fishworkers’ Forum (NFF), on 10 October, 2012, representatives from different countries highlighted the impact of marine conservation processes on local fishing communities. The panelists included Pradip Chatterjee from NFF, Nico Waldeck, from WFFP, Riza Damanik from KIARA (Indonesia-based NGO working with fishing communities) and Vivienne Solis Rivera from CoopeSoliDar R.L, (NGO in Central America working with fishing communities). V Vivekanandan from ICSF moderated the session. 
Chatterjee stressed the need to protect the marine and coastal natural resources and the livelihood of millions of small-scale and traditional fishers dependent on those resources. "Do not destroy us in the name of development, and kill us in the name of conservation. Fishing communities across the coast are being displaced by ‘developmental activities’ and their livelihoods are being destroyed. Even as communities are struggling to protect coastal and marine resources from such developmental onslaughts, ironically, in the name of conservation, the very same small-scale fishing communities are being denied access to resources they have traditionally fished," he said, summing up the driving point of the panel.  
“Communities in South Africa are facing a second wave of dispossession,” said Waldeck, capturing in a nutshell the consequences of marine conservation on the indigenous people. “Many of them lost their rights to coastal land and marine resources under the Apartheid regime and now many of them are facing a second Apartheid. This is a wave of dispossession that is driven by the international conservation agenda,” he elaborated. Damanik took the opportunity to remind his (Indonesian) government that COP X (in Aichi Targets 2011-2020) agreed upon recognising fishers and indigenous knowledge during the process of conservation. But in contradiction, Damanik pointed out, Indonesia is massively expanding marine conservation excluding the fishing community. “Human rights violations are committed in the name of marine conservation. The fishers are asked to pay for use of what they have for so long considered their own. Our fishers are known to have included methods of conservation in their livelihood as early as from the 13th century. The government should ensure that the indigenous people are part of the conservation process instead of exploiting them through it,” he said. 
Solis said that the Costa Rican government is making commitments at the international level to increase the marine protected areas and that this needs to include the participation of small-scale fishing communities in these conservation efforts. Solis also suggested alternatives to bridge this gap. “Only human-rights based marine conservation and community-based governance models, which recognise the importance of small-scale fishing, will result in equitable distribution of the benefits from conservation,” she said. 

Solis quoted a Honduran fisherman who was interviewed in the regional study, to further illustrate the point: “We do not want to have tourist development akin to Roatan (Honduras, Central America), where fishermen cannot fish anymore and there are prohibitions on local communities (with regards to use of the sea). We would like to conserve the marine area because we make our livelihood from marine resources. We do not want them to disappear.”
Note: ICSF, WFFP, and NFF will be organising a side-event at COP 11 — Solving the Puzzle: Social and Cultural Dimensions on 11 October and along with UNU-IAS, ICCA, and ICSF will be organising another side-event on Traditional Knowledge and Area-based Management Measures in Marine and Coastal Ecosystems on 15 October. 
Coastal Biodiversity: Activists demand action on fading coastal  biodiversity at (COP) 11 in Hyderabad 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/environment/developmental-issues/Activists-demand-action-on-fading-coastal-biodiversity-at-COP-11-in-Hyderabad/articleshow/16739768.cms 

Activists at the ongoing Convention of Biological Diversity (CBD), Conference of the Parties (COP) 11 at Hyderabad on Tuesday drew governments' attention to the massive transformation taking place in the east and west coast of India. For example, 15 proposed power plants (25GW), 6 captive ports and 6 mega shipyards are coming up in a small stretch of 150 km of coastal Maharashtra. This according to them will expose the coast's inter-tidal areas and adjoining waters to thermal pollution, directly  affecting near shore biodiversity and fisheries Andhra Pradesh (AP) is proposing 10 new ports, 15 new thermal power projects and several other power plants with undisclosed locations. 
AP also has 70 SEZs proposed in 15 districts, including a staggering 5 million acres in a coastal corridor that will include airports, sea ports, ship-breaking, pharmaceutical, petrochemical, information technology, apparel units and captive thermal power stations. 

"None of the Environmental Impact Assessments (EIA) of existing power plants takes into account the issues around thermal pollution of sea water; nor do existing policies make cumulative impact assessments mandatory. These are serious gaps, considering that immigration and emigration of fish and shellfish species can have significant impact 
of traditional fishing grounds, adversely affecting a large number of species with narrow range of temperature tolerance," they said in a press statement. On the occasion of the CBD COP 11, India can announce significant steps to curtail this kind of reckless development, and to ensure the conservation of marine and coastal biodiversity. This will need at least the following: The consortium of NGOs which include Bombay Natural History Society, National Coastal Protection Campaign, Dakshin Foundation, PondyCAN, Kalpavriksh, ICSF Trust and Greenpeace India is demanding a clear Policy on Coastal and Marine Conservation and Livelihood Security. 

Some of their demands are: 

Prohibiting or regulating development projects in coastal and marine areas, avoiding any biodiversity-damaging and livelihood-displacing projects.Empowering traditional coastal communities, especially through clear tenurial rights, to maintain their conservation-oriented 
traditional practices and to have a central voice in decisions affecting the coastal and marine areas.
Related links:

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/284288/govt-ignoring-marine-biodiversity-activists.html
http://www.newstrackindia.com/newsdetails/2012/10/09/289--Halt-development-along-coast-NGOs-.html
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/industry-and-economy/article3981720.ece?homepage=true&ref=wl_home
-action-on-fading-coastal-biodiversity-at-COP-11-in-Hyderabad/articleshow/16739768.cms?
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/hyderabad/Need-for-gender-plan-of-action/articleshow/16745363.cms
CBD COP11, 10 October, 2012: Civil Society Statement on Protected Areas, delivered by Ashish Kothari, Kalpavriksh, on behalf of several civil society organizations gathered as part of the CBD Alliance
Source: Ashish Kothari ashishkothari@vsnl.com and Biodiv_civsoc biodiv_civsoc@yahoogroups.com
We welcome the progress in implementation of the Programme of Work on Protected Areas (PoWPA) that many Parties have made, as shown in the CBD Secretariat’s assessment put out in UNEP/CBD/COP/11/26. We also commend the Secretariat and Parties for organizing a series of capacity workshops on various aspects of the PoWPA. 

We note with concern however, that implementation of Element 2 of the PoWPA, on Governance, Equity, Participation and Benefit-sharing, continues to remain weak. This is reflected in the fact that it is not nearly as high on the list of ‘priority actions’ identified by Parties as actions related to Elements 1,3,&4 (Figure 4), or the fact that the number of projects focusing on Element 2 in the projects funded by GEF are amongst the lowest (Figure 8), or the fact that governance indicators are missing from those proposed for Aichi Target 11. 

This is especially important because many protected areas and protected area systems, including marine protected areas (MPAs), continue to neglect or adversely affect the rights and practices of the traditional users and conservers of the ecosystems contained in them. The PoWPA, read with Article 8j and 10c, explicitly requires that all protected areas and systems move towards recognition of rights and towards equitable, participatory mechanisms. The increasing recognition of gender issues in CBD also points to the need to integrate women’s perspectives and rights in protected area governance and management, including through funding for their capacity building. 

We are encouraged by the fact that Indigenous Peoples and Community Conserved Territories and Areas (ICCAs), and the need for their recognition, are given explicit attention in the Secretariat paper. We stress however that such recognition and support needs to be appropriate to the ecological, cultural, institutional, economic and political situation of the relevant people or community, not imposing inappropriate conditions and institutions, and not undermining customary governance structures. Such recognition and support also needs to be adequate in order for the people or community to meet their goals. In relation to this we appreciate the role of the CBD Secretariat in bringing out the Technical Series publication (No. 64), on ICCA Recognition and Support, and we recommend its use by Parties. 

We note also that the Secretariat paper does not assess implementation of a key recommendation of COP9 (Decision IX/18), which urged Parties to set up multi-sectoral advisory committees. In this relation civil society had also urged that such committees must include indigenous peoples and local communities. It is likely that most Parties are not achieving these actions, which is precisely why a comprehensive assessment is important. 

In light of the above, we have a number of suggestions (insertions underlined below) for the draft decision contained in UNEP/CBD/COP/11/26: 

(In Para 1):

(a) Integrate the PoWPA action plans into updated revised national biodiversity strategies and action plans, and national biodiversity targets, to adopt these as policy instruments at national level, and to use them as the primary framework of action for implementation and as the basis for securing the necessary financial support, including from national budgets, as well as from bilateral, multilateral and other sources;

(b) Undertake major efforts to achieve all elements of Aichi Biodiversity Target 11 and in particular to improve marine protected areas and freshwater/inland waters in all areas within their jurisdiction, ensuring that marine protected areas and terrestrial (including inland water) protected areas are: representative - by completing ecological assessments and implementing the results; governed equitably and managed effectively; connected and integrated into wider land- and seascapes; and inclusive of diversified protected area governance types and other effective area-based conservation measures, and make efforts to achieve those goals of the PoWPA that are lagging behind in order to achieve Aichi Biodiversity Target 11 and other related Aichi Biodiversity Targets; 

(d) Strengthen the appropriate recognition and support to community based approaches for biodiversity, including indigenous peoples and community conservation areas, sustainable extractive reserves, community conserved rivers and wetlands, and similar initiatives led by indigenous and local communities that fulfill the objectives of Aichi Biodiversity Target 11 either as ‘protected areas’ or as ‘other effective area-based conservation measures’;

(e) Give due attention to the conservation of crop wild relatives of agricultural biodiversity in protected areas (of various governance types) and in other effective area-based conservation measures (including indigenous peoples and community conserved areas), thereby contributing to achieving Aichi Biodiversity Target 13 to contribute to food security;

(i) review its protected area system from a governance stand-point, both to increase the diversity of governance types and to build in principles of equity, participation, and benefit-sharing in all protected areas (including MPAs); such a review could lead to (a) re-categorising, as appropriate, existing protected areas into various governance types according to the local ecological, social, and economic context keeping in mind the need to achieve effective, equitable and participatory conservation; and (b) increase under-represented governance types such as indigenous peoples and local community conserved territories and areas (including marine and inland water ecosystems) into the protected area system; 

(j) pursuant to Decision IX/18, renew efforts to establish multi-sectoral committees, including representatives indigenous peoples and local communities 

(In Para 2)

Invites relevant partners, regional agencies, bilateral and multilateral funding agencies, indigenous peoples and local communities, private foundations, the private sector, and conservation organizations, to create synergies and partnerships and to consider aligning their activities towards supporting implementation of PoWPA action plans as the primary framework of action at national, regional and global levels, including aligning their funding programmes with PoWPA action plans and revised national biodiversity strategies and action plans to support implementation in a concerted  manner;
Bharat Jan Vigyan Jatha 
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Vasundhara 
Bangladesh: 14 killed, 1,500 fishermen missing in Bangladesh storm 
http://www.sundaytimes.lk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=25405:14-killed-1500-fishermen-missing-in-bangladesh-storm&catid=81:news&Itemid=625
Dhaka:  At least 14 people were killed and an estimated 1,500 fishermen are missing after tropical storms smashed into Bangladesh's southern coastal islands and districts early Thursday, police said. Police said at least 1,500 mud, tin and straw-built houses were also levelled in the storms that swept Bhola, Hatiya and Sandwip Islands and half a dozen coastal districts after midnight Wednesday midnight. At the worst-hit island of Hatiya, at least five people were killed after they were buried under their houses or hit by fallen trees, said local police chief Moktar Hossain. More than 1,000 houses were flattened.

“More than 100 fishing trawlers, each carrying at least 10 fishermen, have been missing since the storm,” he told AFP, calling it one of the most powerful in decades. Many fishermen are expected to have taken shelter in other remote islands in the Bay of Bengal or in the neighbouring Sundarbans, the world's largest mangrove forest. In the past, many fishermen thought to be missing from storms returned home to coastal villages a week or two later.

Four people were killed in Bhola, three in Sandwip and two at Char Jabbar, police said.
The police chief of Bhola district, Bashir Ahmed, told AFP more than 500 fishermen were missing from the country's largest island and at least 500 mud and straw-built houses were levelled by the sudden storm. Bangladesh's weather office forecast heavy rain in the coastal region and advised fishermen to approach the shore and take care. But there was no major storm warning. “We only got the warning signal number three. But the storm was so powerful, the weather office should have hoisted the signal number seven or eight,” said Ahmed, referring to the intensity of the storm in a scale of ten. “It caught the fishermen and coastal people by surprise. Till now we haven't had any reports from the missing fishermen,” he said.
Disclaimer  

The materials comprising the DC News Alerts are provided by the Documentation Centre of International Collective in Support of Fishworkers (ICSF) Trust, as a service to its readers and users of its website on an "as-is, as-available" basis for informational purposes only. ICSF assumes no responsibility for any errors or omissions in these Alerts or in the materials they contain. The opinions and positions expressed in these stories are those of the authors/sources concerned and do not necessarily represent the official views of ICSF.  This message has been received through email from ICSF DC.  
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