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Tripura: Political unrest in Bangladesh hits trade with Tripura
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/guwahati/Political-unrest-in-Bangladesh-hits-trade-with-Tripura/articleshow/25291583.cms

Bilateral trade between India and Bangladesh continued to suffer as hundreds of loaded trucks remained stranded on both sides of the Indo-Bangla border for the sixth consecutive day in Akhaura integrated check post (ICP) due to political unrest in the neighbouring country. Tripura commerce department officials on Tuesday said trade has seriously been affected over a month due to the volatile political situation across the border ahead of general election in Bangladesh. Import of fish, edible items, clothes and building materials from Bangladesh has affected Tripura market substantially, officials here added. Supply of fish in Tripura markets has now dropped below even half of average daily requirement and prices have almost doubled in the past two weeks, said Niranjan Das, an official of Tripura Fish Merchant Association.

He, however, said formal trade through Srimantapur, Akhaura and Raghna integrated check-posts (ICP) had been irregular even before Eid-ul-Fitr in August and later political unrest in Bangladesh affected imports in Tripura. "Even during Sharad festival, we met the demand by supplying frozen fish from Andhra Pradesh and whatever little amount of local hybrid fresh fish was available in the markets, these are now being being sold anywhere between Rs 300 to 500 per kg," Das added. He said during monsoons there is a high demand for fresh small fish, but this time traders of Bangladesh were not able to carry the fish up to the border check post because of strike and tension. Hundreds of goods-laden trucks and other vehicles are now stranded on either side of the border in Tripura for the past five days. Moreover, the labourers who are normally engaged in off-loading work in Bangladesh are also not coming to work for the past one week. This has worsened the situation, said Agartala Exporters-Importers Association general secretary Habul Biswas.

He said Bangladeshi exporters have also stopped sending goods in view of the sudden political unrest. About 200 loaded trucks enter Tripura and business worth Rs 1.5 crore is conducted during normal a normal day in Akhaura check post another Rs 70-lakh worth of trade takes place in four other check posts of Tripura. Unrest in Bangladesh also led to the suspension of the Dhaka-Agartala bus service. 
"For security reasons, buses between Dhaka and Agartala are not plying. The bus service is expected to resume after the situation in Bangladesh returns to normal," an official of the Tripura Road Transport Corporation, one of the operators of the Dhaka-Agartala bus service, said. Meanwhile, the Border Security Force (BSF) has further tightened security all along the Indo-Bangla border and officials said the situation in Bangladesh is being monitored every now and then. "We have deployed additional troops along the entire Indo-Bangla border and senior BSF officials are closely monitoring the situation," a BSF spokesman told reporters.
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Manipur: Fisheries department hosts annual fish fair
http://kanglaonline.com/2013/11/fisheries-department-hosts-annual-fish-fair/
The production of fish this year by the fisheries department has increased from last year’s production of 53 thousand metric tons, said Fisheries department director, K Saratkumar today during the fish fair-cum-fish crop competition held at the Hapta Kangjeibung. He continued that the target production from the several fish farmers was 65 thousand metric ton as compared to last year’s 53 thousand metric ton. Altogether 100 fish farmers were present in the fair, he said. As for the competition, the first prize winner will get Rs 60000 while the second and third prize winners will get Rs 40000 and Rs 30000 respectively. He said 25 fish farmers will also get consolation prizes of Rs 5000 each. There are two incentive prizes for cultivation of indigenous fish Pengba and Ngaton of Rs. 15,000/- each, said K Sharatkumar. What is interesting is that, unlike in the past years, this year, several rare and indigenous fish like Ngaton, Pengba, Khabak and Ukabi varities are produced in large scale. Addressing to the function as chief guest of the function, I Hemochandra minister PHE, said that our community has been using fish since ancient period; and added fish consumption has always been in our food habits.

It can be said that it is consumed on every occasion regardless of whether one is poor or rich, he said. He further appealed to the fish farmers to target for more production to meet the state’s annual requirement of fish. He further observed the need for a discussion between the experts and the farmers to exchange ideas on ways to make up for the shortage of fish and stop the import of huge amount of fish from the outside. In the function, I Hemochandra Minister PHED, Md Abdul Nasir Minister Agri & fisheries and Y Jogindro Commissioner of Fisheries department were present as chief guest, president and guest of honor of the function respectively.

Meghalaya: Meghalaya aims at surplus fish production
http://newindianexpress.com/business/news/Meghalaya-aims-at-surplus-fish-production/2013/11/06/article1875766.ece
Meghalaya is aiming to become surplus in fish production after depending on 25,000 tonnes of annual imports, notably from Andhra Pradesh. "We import close to 25,000 tonnes of fish annually from other states, notably, from Andhra Pradesh. The whole effort of this mission is to cut down on import and to make Meghalaya self-sufficient in freshwater fish," said K.N. Kumar, Meghalaya's principal secretary (fishery department) at the first Meghalaya State Aqua Fest. The Meghalaya government has embarked on an ambitious mission to make the state self-sufficient in fish production and in the first phase of this endeavour it proposes to create 6,518 ponds by December-end and release 1,000 fingerlings in each of these water bodies. "By the end of this year, the ponds would be created and by June-July next year table-size fishes (about 600 gm) would reach the dining table of the people. The objective of the government is to do away with the reliance on the import of fishes from Andhra Pradesh," he said. Out of 6,518 ponds, 5,800 have been sanctioned and 5,804 farmers have received the first instalment of financial help from the government. 

Meghalaya imports an estimated 25,000 tonnes of fish annually from Andhra Pradesh, consisting mainly of Indian major carps like Rohu, Katla and Mriga. As part of the Aquaculture Mission launched in March 2012 by Chief Minister Mukul Sangma, the government has provided subsidy for creation of the ponds to 40,000 proposed fish farmers. Creation of each pond costs about Rs.one lakh of which 60 percent will come as grant from the state, 25 percent as bank loan and 15 percent as contribution from the beneficiaries. Kumar said a three-pronged approach has been adopted to unleash the state's fishery potential. The first investment that was made, Kumar said, was on the farmers who are the primary stakeholders by building their capacities so that they are ready and prepared to handle the massive challenge of making the state fully sufficient in fisheries. For the last two years, the capacity of the fishery department officials has been upscaled so that they are sufficiently equipped in various aspects, he said.

The third investment was on creating the requisite infrastructure by building up partnership with established institutions, Kumar added. "In our state, which is endowed with abundant land and water and has an unemployment problem, it does not make sense to import fresh water fish from a 2,000 km distance," he said. The target for developing the fish ponds before the end of December is 6,518 of 0.1 hectare in size, which is around 650 hectares of water area, the state official added.

"This is a kind of water area which is not easy to achieve in the normal course because it took as long as a decade for us to develop just about 500 hectares of water areas and then we are trying to achieve it within just two years' time," Kumar added. "It is quite redeeming to know that most of the farmers have not waited for the banks to extend funds. Instead, they went ahead and completed the work and they have even released the fingerlings in anticipation of future sanctions from the banks," Kumar said. The production from these fish ponds will begin from June-July of 2014.
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Uttar Pradesh: Admin wakes up to Varanasi ghats' plight
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/varanasi/Admin-wakes-up-to-Varanasi-ghats-plight/articleshow/25277976.cms
After a gap of several years the district administration has woken up to tackle the threats faced by the majestic ghats of Banaras. A committee headed by the district magistrate has been formed to assess the problems and also to find out a solution to maintain the beauty of the ghats. "The erosion along the riverbank is threatening the existence of several historic and magnificent ghats of Varanasi. There is an urgent need to take remedial measures to save the signature beauty of the millennia old city," said the district magistrate Pranjal Yadav. 
For this purpose a committee has been formed to begin an extensive exercise for detailed study of the problems as well as appropriate solutions to the problems. Apart from the engineers and officials of different departments including Central Water Commission, PWD, irrigation, Varanasi Municipal Corporation, Varanasi Development Authority and forest, the committee also comprises of the experts from civil engineering department of Indian Institute of Technology, Banaras Hindu University.  "We are looking forward to begin the study of river's profile in Ganga from November 11 with the help of BHU experts," said the DM, who held the first meeting of the committee at Assi Ghat on Tuesday. The issues like the presence of tortoise sanctuary and erosion along the ghats were discussed by the experts and officials of different departments. It may be mentioned here that continuous erosion under the stone steps of sprawling ghats is posing a serious threat to historic buildings located along the concave side of the bank. For the first time the district administration realised the threat in 2009, and the presence of tortoise sanctuary in Ganga was believed to be the main culprit behind the continuous erosion. At that time the district administration had also made correspondence to the state government in this regard suggesting for the formation of a experts' team to examine the gravity of matter.

According to records, the 7-km stretch of the Ganga between Ramnagar Fort and Malviya Bridge was declared as Tortoise Sanctuary on December 21, 1989 under the Ganga Action Plan launched in 1986. The Kashi Wildlife Division, Ramnagar has been looking after the sanctuary. The norms of the Wild Life (Conservation) Act-1972 restricts sand mining in the protected zone. This restriction resulted in sand dunes on the opposite bank (convex side) of the river. The huge sedimentation of sand on convex side of the bank ultimately started affecting adversely the concave side of the bank that has an unbroken chain of magnificent ghats. According to UK Choudhary, a river scientist and former professor of civil engineering of BHU, the concave side meandering damages cities, agricultural land and other structures. These damages are the result of convex side sedimentation of river. The static sand bed on convex side continuously changes its friction, form and pressure drag forces responsible for increasing concave side depth of water and position of point of maximum depth at concave side. The convex side of a floodplain is stable and the outer-half portion of the concave side is unstable. The river laterally moves on this side, resulting in meandering, and valuable land is eroded. Here it is interesting to note that while removal of sand from Ganga in Varanasi is not allowed as per the norms of Forest Act, but the fact is that the norms of Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act-1972 are openly violated in this protected area. The Wildlife Act describes fishing and any attempt to tamper with the habitat in protected zone as a cognizable offence. But, the fact is that the whole stretch of sanctuary witnesses all types of prohibited activities except the sand mining and tourist cruise operation. One can see activities like motorized boat operation, cattle washing, discharge of sewage and linen washing along the ghats. As per the Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act-1972, no person other than a public servant on duty can enter the protected zone. No person can tease or poach any wild animal or litter the grounds or sanctuary. The chief wildlife warden may, on application, grant to any person a permit to enter or reside in a sanctuary for investigation or study of wildlife, photography, scientific research, tourism and transaction of lawful business with any person residing in the sanctuary. No person can use chemicals, explosives or any other substances in the sanctuary, which may cause injury to or endanger wildlife in any sanctuary. It may be mentioned here that the Tortoise Sanctuary also shattered the ambitious project of UP Tourism -cruising in Ganga between Varanasi and Allahabad. It could not be materialized, though a luxury vessel was arranged for ferrying between Varanasi and Allahabad and other tourist destinations like Vindhyachal, Mirzapur and Chunar. But, the project was dropped in 2003 due to the objection made by the forest department. Besides, the first tourist cruise from Haldia (West Bengal) was not allowed to move further in October 2009 and was stopped at Khidkiya Ghat as the motor-operated boats could not operate in this stretch as per the environment law.
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Odisha: Puri sustains loss of Rs 429 crore
http://newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/Puri-sustains-loss-of-Rs-429-crore/2013/11/01/article1867377.ece
The district administration has estimated the damage due to the flood and cyclone at Rs 429.37 crore. It submitted the assessment report to the Central team led by Rasmi Goel on Thursday. The team visited villages in Krushnaprasad, Brahmagiri and Puri Sadar that were affected by the twin calamities. They also went to Sanapatana, Ipakuda, Gabakund and Arakhakuda villages located near the Chilika lake. The team members expressed concern over large number of families taking shelter on the roadside. In Puri, they went to Chakratirtha fishermen colony and low-lying slum areas where the extent of cyclone damage was extensive. Brahmagiri legislator Sanjay Das Burma submitted a memorandum to the Central team demanding more financial assistance for the affected people and a permanent solution to the drainage problem. According to the estimate, village roads worth Rs 41 crore have been damaged, houses Rs 41 crore and irrigation network Rs 23 crore while crop loss was pegged at Rs 40 crore. Damage to panchayati raj institutions was worth Rs 64 crore and fisheries sector Rs 73 crore. Educational buildings worth Rs 17 crore were damaged and Puri civic body suffered a loss of Rs 19 crore.
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Andhra Pradesh: A Fishing Community Recounts Evacuation Experience During Phailin
http://india.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/10/16/a-fishing-community-recounts-evacuation-experience-during-phailin/?_r=0
Andhra Pradesh — When police and government officials came to his village on Friday, begging residents to evacuate before Cyclone Phailin hit, B. Appa said he didn’t believe them at first. In fact, almost no one did. “Our village has seen hundreds of cyclones since the time of our grandfathers and great-grandfathers,” said Mr. Appa, 37, a fisherman in the coastal village of Bhavanapadu. “And we never had to leave the village before. We thought, ‘Why should we leave now?’” Bhavanapadu is one of 237 coastal villages in Srikakulam district, in northern Andhra Pradesh, that were categorized as threatened by Cyclone Phailin. Here, as in other villages, officials overseeing the evacuation came up against a confounding problem: the villagers understood that a cyclone was coming, but they didn’t think it would be bad enough to leave their homes and cattle behind.

As of the latest official estimates, at least 43 people nationwide have died during Cyclone Phailin and the floods it has caused, mostly in the states of Odisha, which was the worst hit, and Bihar. Two people died in Andhra Pradesh, both in the Srikakulam district: one woman was killed when the walls of her home collapsed on her, and another man died in a relief camp from an alcohol-related illness, according to official reports. The death toll is expected to rise in Bihar and Odisha as officials continue their relief efforts and reach more remote villages, but fatalities are likely to be far lower than 14 years ago when a powerful cyclone struck Odisha, then Orissa, in roughly the same area, killing 10,000 people. On Saturday, the storm’s maximum sustained winds, which were approximately 124 miles per hour when it made landfall about 9 p.m., had dropped to less than half that strength nine hours later. The cyclone was expected to dump up to 10 inches of rain over two days in some areas. By late Sunday night, it had been downgraded from a cyclone to a depression, with sustained winds of 25 miles per hour and gusts of 34 miles per hour.

Across Srikakulam, 65,700 people were successfully evacuated from over 237 coastal villages; the government estimates that Cyclone Phailin impacted 360,000 people in the district. Officials said that the evacuation was possible only because of teamwork, leadership from the district collector and the intense nationwide effort to make sure people were shown to safety. But the hardest part, they said, may have been convincing coastal communities that if they didn’t evacuate, their lives would be in danger. “Our planning and execution was good, and our staff did a phenomenal job,” said Saurabh Gaur, the Srikakulam district collector. “But we had to tell the villagers to move, and send in our police to make them move. In the long term, our biggest challenge will be for the villagers to understand and imbibe the community-based disaster management plan, and to know the consequences of a cyclone.” Officials from the police department, the district administration and the National Disaster Relief Force spent about 22 hours in Bhavanapadu evacuating 1,800 people. Most of that time was spent trying to persuade villagers to evacuate. “The fishermen are not educated, so they have very conservative mindsets,” said Baliah Katamgari, a Prime Minister’s Rural Development fellow working in Srikakulam who was present for the evacuation of Bhavanapadu. “They just say, ‘We have seen many cyclones like this; nothing will happen.’ They have tremendous faith in their sea goddess. They have less faith in the government.”

Fishermen here worship the ocean as Gangamma Thalli, or goddess of the sea. On Saturday morning, as the wind blew hard and the ocean raged, dozens of Bhavanapadu villagers walked to a small altar on the shore to pray to the goddess for protection. “Just when people needed to move away from the water,” said Mr. Katamgari, “some of the villagers were moving towards it for their puja,” or prayers. Simhasa Bacchala, a fisherman from Bhavanapadu, said they sacrificed a chicken as an offering to Gangamma Thalli. “We wanted her to protect us,” he said. “We did not think the sea could harm us.” Many villagers were also worried about leaving behind their property, like their homes, their boats and their livestock. N. Balleswara, a farmer from the village of Vadapeta, less than a mile from Bhavanapadu, refused to evacuate so that he could take care of the cattle. 
He was among a group of 20 men who stayed back in the village in order to look after fishing boats, homes and livestock. “If I set my cattle free and leave, they’ll eat all the crops. If I keep them tied up, they’ll die in the storm, and their lives are as precious as ours,” he said. “I thought, let’s see how bad this storm really gets. In any case, the government left us a vehicle in case we needed to flee.” And the relief center where they would be staying, some residents said, was in a flood-prone area that was just as likely to be hit by the cyclone as their own village.

“The center was not in a safe zone; it would have been submerged as well,” said Ramarao Gorkala, 25. “So why go there to die when we could just live it out here, at home?” After pleading for hours with unwilling villagers to relocate, the authorities said they began to use force, although no violence was involved. Under the National Disaster Management Act, district administrations may use force during a disaster in order to remove people from vulnerable areas. 
“Ultimately, we had to catch and carry some people into the vehicles,” said C. Durga Prasad, the subinspector of police in charge of Bhavanapadu. “We caught whoever we could. They have certain beliefs not to leave their Gangamma Thalli, even though we were telling them the cyclone was going to be a danger to their lives.” On Saturday afternoon, just hours before the cyclone made landfall, villagers said that a sudden surge in the sea level was what finally convinced them to evacuate.

“By midday, the sea came all the way up to the road,” said Sanhas Bayya, pointing to the main road in Bhavanapadu, which is over 300 meters from the coastline. “We never saw Gangamma Thalli come up that far. So we were scared and finally decided to leave. “This was the first time I ever left my village,” added Mr. Bayya, a 50-year-old fisherman. Residents in Bhavanapadu and the surrounding villages said that when the water came in, they saw seagulls, which are normally never seen around their village, catching fish around their homes. “That was like a sign for us,” said Apparao Neela, a Bhavanapadu fisherman. “The birds never come this far unless something is really wrong.” Thambayya Seejith, a farmer from the neighboring village of Madhyapeta, said he saw the wind blowing fast against the water. “It was as if the water and the wind were fighting,” he said, recalling waves over 10 meters in height. “And maybe that’s what saved us, and gave us the chance to evacuate.” 
The ensuing rush to leave strained the evacuation’s capacity, so authorities scrambled to call in additional vehicles to accommodate villagers who suddenly were no longer skeptical. Villagers said they were grateful for the officials’ persistence. “They took us away in buses, they fed us, they took good care of us,” said R. Saroja, a shopkeeper in Bhavanapadu. “Since early morning the police were asking us to leave, but we didn’t listen. It was almost too late when we realized they were right.” 
And although this time the evacuation was an unquestionable success, officials said the experience of villages like Bhavanapadu provided lessons on how to be better prepared in the future. Mr. Katamgari — the Rural Development fellow, who hails from a fishing community in southern Andhra Pradesh, where he was the first to attend college – said that education was essential in preventing future disasters. “The vast majority of adults on the coast are illiterate. For them, it is very difficult to understand the nature of a cyclone itself,” he said. “They didn’t realize that because of the evacuation their lives are safe now.” Dharmarao Kondagorri, a deputy collector of Srikakulam who oversaw the evacuation of 14,000 people from Vajrapukotturu, an administrative block comprising several villages, said that as climate change makes cyclones more destructive and more likely, the government needed to be prepared to evacuate many people for long periods of time.

“We need to plan for strong, permanent relief camps in safe areas that can accommodate tens of thousands of people,” he said. “In the future, there will be a lot of turmoil with respect to these calamities because of global warming. The cyclones are just going to get bigger and bigger.” The villagers of Bhavanapadu said they have learned their lesson. “Sometimes the government is right,” said B. Apparao, a fisherman from Bhavanapadu. “Sometimes the sea can get really frightening.”

Vivekananda Nemana is a freelance journalist based in Hyderabad. 
Kerala: Fishworkers' organisation takes out protest march
http://newindianexpress.com/cities/thiruvananthapuram/Fishworkers-organisation-takes-out-protest-march/2013/11/06/article1874735.ece
As part of the 101-hour Satyagraha of fishworkers organised under the aegis of Kerala Swathanthra Matsyathozhilali Federation, fish workers took out a march here on Tuesday carrying fishing equipment like fishing net, oars and engines used in boats.The agitation is being organised raising various demands such as withdrawal of projects such as coastal mining, hydrofoil and coastal shipping. Other demands include renovation of wayside markets, distribution of kerosene at subsidised rates for fishermen and issuance of 10 cents of land and house to landless fishermen. National Fishworkers Forum national secretary T Peter, Federation president P P John, general secretary Jackson Pollayil, J P John, Anto, Elias and S Francis among others spoke on the occasion. Kerala Swathanthra Matsyathozhilali Federation said that on Wednesday fisherwomen  will take out a march expressing solidarity with the agitation.
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Kerala: Panels to monitor fish peeling units in Kozhikode
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/kozhikode/panels-to-monitor-fish-peeling-units-in-kozhikode/article5316524.ece
Focus on hygiene, welfare of workers, labour conditions. The State government has come up with a slew of measures to monitor the hygiene and welfare of fish peeling workers, mostly women from financially-backward families working under punishing conditions. The Fisheries and Ports Department has ordered the setting up of District Level Monitoring Committees (DLMC) in Kozhikode, Thrissur, Ernakulam, Kollam, and Alappuzha districts, where the fish peeling and processing industry, with an eye on the export market, flourishes in the State. 

The monitoring committees, chaired by the District Collectors concerned, will monitor the health, labour conditions and keep tabs on the pollution scale of the peeling units. The panel will have representatives from various departments, including Labour, Health Services, Environment, ESI, Provident Fund Department, Factories and Boilers Department, Deputy Director of Fisheries and a representative of peeling workers as members. The initiative should be a joint effort by the various departments to monitor the hygiene, wage and other service conditions and other working conditions of labourers in fish peeling and processing units in Kerala, a Government Order (GO) of October 26 issued by the Fisheries and Ports Department said. 
The district committees would file periodic reports to the State Level Monitoring Committee headed by the Director of Fisheries. Fish-peeling centres in Kozhikode district are mostly located in Korapuzha bridge, Kappad and Puthiyappa. “The workers are mostly drawn from the fishing community and are mostly women from economically backward families. They work on daily wages, ranging between Rs. 130 to Rs. 150. Two years back wages ranged between Rs. 70 to Rs. 80,” T.V. Ramesan, Project Officer, Matsyafed, Kozhikode, said. The order directs the State committee to look into measures to raise the minimum wages of the peeling workers. The recommendations have been long due as a lull in fishing activities like the annual trawl ban also affects thousands of workers engaged in fish peeling, ice-making and vending. Peeling centres basically concentrate on export quality products like prawns, Tuna, mackerel and pomfret, he said. The GO said the DLMCs would comprehensively “deal with problems of peeling workers such as income security, work security, medical care under ESI, ESI coverage of peeling workers, conducting training and awareness programmes in sanitation, hygiene, pre-process handling, Matsya Board schemes, registration in Matsya Board, introducing suitable health package, conducting medical camps for health problems, health education to peeling workers, etc.” The district panels would meet once in three months to review their findings and programmes. As per the guidelines under the October 26 order, the DLMCs have to ensure through the labour department that muster roll are properly maintained at peeling sheds subjected to inspection. Other directions include that fish-peeling sheds employing over 20 peeling workers come under the Factories Act and such peeling sheds should provide them with provident fund coverage. The panel has also to ensure that health officials visit peeling sheds regularly. The district committee has sweeping powers to gather information and take action against peeling units functioning illegally. The order has directed peeling units to not store solid waste generated for more than 12 hours on the premises. 
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Karnataka: Integrate city plan with CRZ rules: expert

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/integrate-city-plan-with-crz-rules-expert/article5311366.ece
Not many coastal cities have integrated their city plans with the costal regulatory zone (CRZ) guidelines, said former Director of Centre for Earth Science Studies, Thiruvananthapuram, M. Baba. Mr. Baba who was among the experts involved in formulation of Costal Regulatory Zone Notification in 2011 – which mainly regulates real estate development along the coast in order protect its ecosystem – said here on Monday that such integration was necessary for better implementation of the guidelines. Mr. Baba, participating in a refresher course on Integrated Coastal Zone Management, said non-integration of city plans with the coastal regulatory zone had landed people of these areas in confusion. Mr. Baba said the guidelines were framed to preserve the coastal ecosystem while safeguarding the interests of fishermen and others living along the coast.

“We do not see interaction between the Fisheries Department and the Public Works Department (PWD) when sea walls are constructed. Blocking at one point leads to erosion at another point.” Asked about the inability of the District Administration to take action on violations of CRZ on Mangalore coast, Mr. Baba said, “If the Deputy Commissioner is not doing it, approach the National Coastal Management Authority and the Ministry of Environment and Forests. You can then go to the court.”
Copyright© 2013, The Hindu 

Maharashtra: Oil leakage robs Mahul fishermen of livelihood
http://www.dnaindia.com/mumbai/report-oil-leakage-robs-mahul-fishermen-of-livelihood-1914369
The fishermen from Mahul gaon, a quiet fishing village near Chembur, are a distressed lot. Oil leakage from refineries located in the area over the past two months has not just threatened their traditional fishing business, but has also adversely affected the health of the families residing there. “Nobody dares venture into the sea due to the oil spillage. The health of the fishermen is deteriorating. They get boils all over their bodies, and this is accompanied by swollen legs and eye disease,” said Suryakant Vaity, president of Waniwale Macchimar Mandal, a fishermen’s body in the village. Rajendra Mahulkar, former Shiv Sena corporator and local leader of the fishermen community, said that an underwater pipeline carrying crude oil from Butcher Island to Indian Oil, ONGC, BPCL and HPCL refineries in Mahul, has been leaking over the past couple of months. He added that despite sending letters to the Maharashtra State Pollution Board and the state’s environment department, no one has visited the spot. “Apart from affecting the health of the fishermen who venture into the water, the oil has damages their nets and boats. It has also destroyed the mangroves in the area,” Mahulkar said. Suresh Koli, a Mahul fisherman who has been in the business for over two decades, said, “The polluted water has affected the fish, too. No one wants to buy the fish caught by us because of the stench emanating from the catch.” He added that the income flowing into their homes in the past few months is negligible. In fact, the fishermen have had to spend a lot of money on repairing their boats and fishing nets.

Vaity recalled that, in September 2012, oil leakage from the BPCL pipeline had hampered the fishing business of Mahul for two to three months, damaging equipment used by fishermen. The losses had run into Rs 50 lakh. “BPCL gave the fishermen Rs10 lakh as compensation for the damaged nets and boats. But what about the loss of income?” he asked. RR Vasave, regional officer, Maharashtra Pollution Control Board, on Tuesday said, “I will have to take a look at the letter submitted by Mahulkar. Our officers will visit Mahul soon to sort the problem faced by the fishermen.”

One of the most polluted industrial areas: A dna report from 2009 revealed that Chembur ranked 46 in list of the most polluted industrial clusters in the country with a comprehensive environment pollution index (CEPI) of 69.19. The chemical industries, a power plant and refineries have severely affected marine life in Mahul creek. The worst-hit have been the fishermen. A decade ago, Waman Koli, a fisherman from Mahul, used to net over 300kg fish every day at the Mahul creek, but today the average daily catch is around 50kg. The contamination of water at Mahul has forced Koli to rethink his occupation to earn his livelihood. Koli now doubles up as a guide to bird watchers who visit Mahul creek supplement his income.
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 Gujarat: NGOs want World Bank out of Tata project
http://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/ngos-demand-world-bank-withdrawal-from-tata-s-mundra-umpp-113110400736_1.html
Over a hundred non-governmental organisations focused on environmental and social issues have demanded the World Bank withdraw assistance to a 4,000 Megawatt power project operated by Tata Power at Mundra in Gujarat. This comes days after the Ombudsman for International Finance Corporation (IFC), the Washington-headquartered investment unit of the World Bank Group, reported serious lapses in the supervision of the Ultra Mega Power Project (UMPP). IFC is one of the lenders to the Rs 20,000 crore project. The Compliance Advisor Ombudsman (CAO) report was a response to a complaint by local fishermen on environmental and social impact of the project.

“Your endorsement of IFC’s response to CAO findings and thus letting IFC and the company continue the violations merits nothing less than condemnation,” National Alliance of People’s Movements (NAPM) said in an e-mail to World Bank President Jim Yong Kim. The e-mail, reviewed by Business Standard, was endorsed by 102 NGOs including Narmada Bachao Andolan, Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan and National Fishworkers’ Forum. IFC has already refuted the charges levied by the Office of the CAO for the IFC and justified its actions and funding for the power plant. "CAO report reflects the observations on the internal processes of IFC and thus it will only be appropriate for IFC to respond. We are yet to read through the report and would discuss with IFC if there were any issues related to CGPL," Tata Power had said in a statement on 25 September. The company had also added that the Association for Fish workers' Rights – the Machimar Adhikar Sangharsh Sangathan (MASS) -- has certain generic issues concerning the coastline of Gujarat, Mundra UMPP is just about 1% of Kutch coastline and that it is more than responsive in its association with the community around our project. IFC has invested $450 million of its own capital in the Category-A project which signifies that according to IFC there are potentially significant adverse social and environmental impacts that may be diverse or irreversible. The IFC was also considering investing up to $50 million in equity as part of its exposure to the project and syndicating up to about $300 million in loans. The complaint by MASS questioned the quality of the environmental and social impact assessment and the company‘s community consultation activities, the project‘s adherence to IFC‘s performance standards and its compliance with national legislation. The CAO found, in its audit initiated in August last year, that evidence validated the complaint.

Copyrights © 2013 Business Standard Ltd.

India: Unquiet flows the Brahmaputra
http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/unquiet-flows-the-brahmaputra/article5314366.ece
India should impress upon China the livelihood and ecological impact of upstream projects. In recent years, whenever India and China have met at the highest level, the issue of water has been prominently put on the negotiating table. Much of the unease has been over a truculent, temperamental trans-border river, the Yaluzangbu-Brahmaputra-Jamuna (YBJ) system, which exhausts its full watery course only after having traversed three sovereign nations: China, India, and Bangladesh. In part, India’s exasperation follows from the inability to commit China to a river treaty or even a water-sharing agreement. All efforts for a water commission or even an institutional arrangement for an inter-governmental dialogue on rivers have come to grief. Meanwhile, as India sits troubled on a slippery slope of anticipation, it is only too aware that China, as the upper riparian to the Brahmaputra, decides on the hydraulic facts. In effect, getting regular and reliable information on flows is another active cause for such worries. Not surprisingly, the Indian side pursues with robust urgency even the half-light afforded by the existing “flood data agreement” with China. In the first ever visit of the new Chinese Premier Li Keqiang to New Delhi on May 20, 2013, China restated its decision to provide hydrological data twice a day during the flood season between June and October. Another memorandum of understanding (MoU) was also signed between the Indian Ministry of Water Resources and China’s National Development and Reform Commission to enhance bilateral cooperation by “ensuring water-efficient irrigation” with a focus on agriculture. 

In the same spirit of bilateralism, the MoU also committed the Indian side to informing China about how the latter’s “data” served India’s own flood forecasting and mitigation abilities. Lastly, the icing on the cake: the MoU would be followed up with the signing of an Implementation Plan of Hydrological Information (IPHI) under which China would inform of any abnormal rise or fall in water levels or discharge which might lead to a sudden flood in the Brahmaputra. 

Real fears: These varied understandings were further tweaked following Prime Minister Manmohan Singh’s official visit to China in October 2013. The concession this time around in the MoU was an even more gracious extension of the reporting/sharing period which henceforth involved sending hydraulic data from May 15 (instead of June 1) to October 15. But lurking in the shadows of the bonhomie are the many dark and real fears that easily defeat Indian half-smiles. China allegedly plans to build and put into commission up to 11 dams across the main stem of the Yaluzangbu. In one estimate, nine of these will be cascade dams and the remaining two will have reservoirs. By this reckoning, with all the structures placed just before the Namcha Barwa bend (The Great Bend), the Chinese aim to generate 40,000 MW of electricity even while claiming that they will only temporarily impound before releasing flows. 

However, the Indian government’s expected alarm is somewhat stifled by its own strategy for turning the mighty Brahmaputra stretch into a hydro-dollar power house. By some estimates, close to 168 potential hydro-electric projects have been identified within the folds of the region’s innumerable hills and mountainous drops. According to the Central Electric Authority of India’s estimates, this region could potentially yield as much as 58,971 MW of hydropower. The state of Arunachal Pradesh alone has been marked for generating 50,328 MW of this hydro-electric hope. 

For many of India’s hopeful planners, this eastern arm of the Himalayas has thus become a giant electric socket from which the rest of the country’s energy needs can be drawn. Put differently, the region’s many mountains, rolling hills, and thick, lush vegetation are to be turned into an interrupted geography: a crossed-over topography made intermittent with sequenced pylons smoothly humming away while transferring captured fluvial energy to the densely populated and energy starved flat flood plains of the Ganga region. But the hard, troubling realities of dissent have already set in. 

REACTION IN ASSAM: Loud anti-dam protests have reverberated across a previously inconspicuous corner of India’s northeast region. The Lower Subansiri district, straddling the border of Assam and Arunachal Pradesh, has become the site of a popular upsurge against the under construction run-of-the-river Lower Subansiri Hydroelectric Power Project (LSHEP). The government of Assam was compelled to set up an expert committee in December 2006 to “study the downstream impacts” of the LSHEP. The expert committee was made up of professors of civil engineering, environmental science, geography, geology, life sciences and zoology drawn from Guwahati University, Dibrugarh University and IIT-Guwahati. In their report, which was submitted in June 2010, these experts unexpectedly concluded that what worried them was not the absence of data but the dangers of ignoring the existing knowledge about the river and its people. 
The report observed that the Brahmaputra river system was not characterised chiefly by quantities and volumes but that the river’s ecological integrity actually rested on variable flows and fluctuating pulses. 

The communities dependent on the Brahmaputra system based their livelihood strategies on harnessing the river through a mix of fishing, flood recession agriculture, drawing upon diverse resources from surrounding wetlands, and harvesting a vast array of aquatic flora and fauna. In effect, they crafted their livelihood strategies around the river’s many different fluvial moods and temperamental currents. 

TWO WORLDVIEWS: By seeing the Brahmaputra through the eyes and interests of these innumerable riverine communities, the expert committee was, in fact, acknowledging that the river and the floodplain, through a flooding regime, create and sustain a living ecosystem. This living-ecosystem-river can conceptually be posed as the dissimilar other to the engineering metaphor of treating the river as merely the sum total of standardised volumes, data sets, and statistical averages. Herein lies the crux of what afflicts and weakens India’s difficult hydraulic bargains with China. By refusing to acknowledge the YBJ as the critical source for millions of subsistence livelihoods, Indian negotiations have instead opted to be embroiled in the narrow politics of damming. As a lower riparian, the dice is stacked against those who choose to simply pursue a singular quest for data. Rather, a new and brave compact to save the YBJ is possible by foregrounding the ‘other’. (The author is Assistant Professor, Centre for Studies in Science Policy, JNU. He is a CASI Fall 2013 Visiting Scholar.) This article is by special arrangement with the Center for the Advanced Study of India, University of Pennsylvania. 

Sri Lanka: SL cries foul over EU action 
http://www.dailymirror.lk/news/38256-sl-cries-foul-over-eu-action.html
The Sri Lankan government asked why the European Union (EU) did not take action on India for failing to stop its fishermen poaching in Sri Lanka’s territorial waters. Deputy Fisheries Minister Sarath Kumara Gunaratne told Parliament that the EU had issued a yellow card (warning) to Sri Lanka on the grounds that the government had failed to ratify international laws and conventions and thus prevent Sri Lankans from engaging in Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) fishing in international waters.  “Today, we are going to ratify such international laws and conventions by amending the Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Act. We are happy about it. Yet, fishermen from Tamil Nadu rape our seas on a daily basis. They have denied our people their livelihood. Our fisheries resources are depleted because of such poaching. The EU warned us earlier on IUU fishing. Likewise, we ask them why not take similar action against India,” the deputy minister said during the debate on the new law. The new Bill enacted in Parliament regulates fishing activities. It stipulates action against Sri Lankan fishermen found guilty of IUU fishing in international waters.

The deputy minister also criticised Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Jayalalitha Jeyaram for allowing fishermen from her state to cross the International Maritime Boundary Line (IMBL) and to indulge in illegal fishing in Sri Lankan waters in the North.(KB & YP)

Pakistan: Govt assures PFF of resolving Gizri fisher folk issue  http://www.thenews.com.pk/Todays-News-4-212628-Govt-assures-PFF-of-resolving-Gizri-fisher-folk-issue
Responding to a letter for safeguarding the rights of the fishing community residing in old jetties in Karachi, specifically in Gizri, the Sindh government tasked the fisheries secretary with convening a meeting in this regard. The meeting was attended by representatives of the Defence Housing Authority (DHA), the Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF) and the line departments to resolve the fishing community’s issues. After listening to PFF Karachi President Majid Motani about the community’s allegations against DHA officials, who have allegedly deprived them of using the traditional pathway to reach the Gizri jetty, Fisheries Secretary Zafar Iqbal asked a DHA official to respond to the allegations. However, the official did not utter a word over the issue.

 According to the PFF, the participants, mostly representing the Karachi Fisheries Harbour Authority (KFHA), expressed anger over the unresponsive attitude of the DHA official and asked him to stop violating the law as well as ensure building a jetty for the fisher folk so they could resume earning their livelihood without fear. KFHA Director General Kazim Hussain Jatoi, Fisheries Director Syed Ashraf Shah and PFF leader Mustafa Gurgaiz also attended the meeting. Briefing the participants of the meeting earlier, Motani said DHA officials had promised the community to build a jetty for the Gizri fisher folk five years ago. They expressed concern why, after the passage of five years, the DHA had not fulfilled the promise and, instead, created further restrictions for them. Motani said Gizri was one of the oldest fisher folk localities, older even than Pakistan. The fishing community has the right to use its ancestral fishing grounds, he added. The fisheries secretary told the PFF leaders that the chief secretary and the government wanted to resolve the community’s issues on priority basis, adding that he would personally write to the DHA regarding the jetty. He said the government would soon convene a separate meeting to discuss the community’s problems with the Pakistan Coast Guards and amicably resolve the issue.

 The News International - Copyright @ 2010-2012

Pakistan: PFF intends to start ‘Save Manchhar’ campaign
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2013\11\06\story_6-11-2013_pg12_3
Hundreds of fishermen and women, gathered at different locations inside the Manchhar Lake, declaring their unconditional support to back the "Save Manchhar" campaign launched by the Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF) on Tuesday. During a day-long visit and corner meetings with the community, residents came to show solidarity, saying the increasing pollution has become an issue of life and death. People representing the community spoke about the impacts of increasing pollution, inaccessibility of potable water, depleting fish species and draining out the water for agriculture purposes, which they believe have forced hundreds of area youth to migrate and join fishing at inland and marine waters in other parts of the country, ie, Punjab, KP and Balochistan. "We have never witnessed such pressure to leave the area and shift families to other waters for survival. This is an alarming situation created by MNV drain and the government's anti-people approach," said Haji Wali Mohammad, a community elder. Mohammad explained the ups and downs of the lake and vowed, "It is time to come out of homes to save our resources. We are struggling to save the future of our generations." PFF chairperson Mohammed Ali Shah with a large number of community people visited the Manchhar Lake to learn the community perspective in the light of recent move by the Supreme Court of Pakistan, and asked the people to own the major lake and be a party in the court to save their natural assets. He said that the struggle is only way out to save their source of livelihood and ecology.

The lake traditionally has been the joint source of living for fishermen and farmers. Around 45,000 fishermen depend on the lake for their livelihood through generations, but now, majority of workforce has been shifted to coastal areas of Sindh and Balochistan in search of better living. The campaign includes protest demonstrations, long march from Manchhar Lake to Karachi Chief Minister House and if the government still fails to pay heed, hundreds of fishermen will block the MNV drain on their own. Mustafa Meerani of Manchhar Lake said the government has spent Rs 55 billion over the building of the Right Bank Outfall Drain Project (RBOD) project, which presently has been discarded because of funding shortage. 

Other leaders, who visited the Manchhar Lake, include Jamil Junejo, Suhail Siddiqi, Azad Meerwahi, Majid Thaheem, Sabir Jarwar, Ayaz Meerani and others. The three- stage RBOD is the second mega drainage project in Sindh province of Pakistan. Prior to this, the Left Bank Outfall Drain (LBOD) Phase-I and II projects have been very controversial due to faulty design and improper effluent disposal arrangements through the DPOD and the Spinal Drain, which was finally wiped out by the cyclone May 1999 and heavy flash floods of 2003.

The construction of RBOD was necessitated by the World Bank funded Indus basin Multi-Purpose Project (1960-1975), under which new dams and canals were built, thereby increasing water supply and cropping intensities; and, consequently raising water tables and soil salinity. The RBOD is also perceived to have destroyed the agricultural and fishing livelihoods in Qamber Shahdadkot, Dadu, and Jamshoro and Thatta districts. It is known to have degraded two major wetlands of Sindh, ie Hamal and Manchhar freshwater lakes, because Wapda chose the option of using these lakes for the disposal of right bank effluents by constructing the Main Nara valley Drain (MNVD) in early 1960s and connecting it to the Manchhar lake in 1976. However, the community people residing at the Manchhar Lake say they are ready to join the struggle for their rights, which will begin soon after the process of mobilisation of local people.

Sri Lanka: As Indian trawlers charge ahead, these fishermen are all at sea
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/south-asia/as-indian-trawlers-charge-ahead-these-fishermen-are-all-at-sea/article5309999.ece
It is 6.30 p.m., already pitch dark along the shore in Analativu, a tiny island off Sri Lanka’s northernmost tip. Except for the silhouettes of palm trees and of the fisherfolk gathered there, nothing much else is visible under the star-studded night sky. The village is quiet — its silence only punctuated by the periodic splash of the waves against the shore and occasionally, by a lone pup barking shrilly. There is yet another unfamiliar, faint murmur. “Can you hear the engine?” asks Pushparayan Kayathampillai (63), head of fisheries cooperative in Analativu. He then points to a flickering light in the sea. “Here they come — the Indian trawlers,” he says. This, apparently, is just the beginning. “Wait for a few more hours and you will see many more,” says Mr. Kayathampillai, sounding fairly certain. He is right. At 7.15 p.m., chilly and considerably darker, a few more sparks are visible in the sea now more clearly. The murmur is louder. None of the fishermen of the village has set out fishing. Their small, wooden boats stand tied to the shore — trawlers are banned in Sri Lanka — as they watch the “Indian trawlers”, as they are popularly known here. “Today being Monday, we don’t go fishing. It is pointless,” says Robert Jayakumar, who does not take any chance after a sharp-bottomed trawler recently tore his fishing net — worth about LKR 30,000 (approximately INR 14,100) — apart. “I had taken a loan to buy the net. But now, I cannot go fishing, nor do I have money to repair it. I have borrowed more money.” 

Survival issue: The trawlers come on Saturdays, Mondays and Wednesdays, say fishermen about the now well-known ritual, which has left Analativu’s own fishermen out of business thrice a week. “All of us have borrowed heavily to ensure that our families can have two meals a day,” says Mr. Kayathampillai. Most fishermen in the village have taken loans amounting to LKR 2 lakh (About INR 1 lakh). Much like most of Sri Lanka’s Tamil-speaking north and other islands off Jaffna, fishing is a crucial means of livelihood in Analativu, with its 2,175-strong population depending almost entirely on fishing and agriculture for survival. “Agriculture has not been very promising here, but some of the women work in small farms for a daily wage. A majority of the population is engaged in fishing,” says V. Vadivalakaiyan, one of the two Grama Niladharis [plays the role of a village administrative officer] in-charge of Analativu. 

Three public schools — only one of them up to A-levels (plus two in India) — one public health centre with a visiting doctor and one Ceylon Transport Buses constitute basic infrastructure for the island, which is administered through a divisional secretariat in Kayts. It is from a jetty in Kayts that we hired a private boat to reach Analativu. Kayts town itself is a good 7 km away from the jetty and Jaffna, about 17 km farther. 

Life on an island may not be all that rosy, the 40-minute boat ride to the island indicates. It is about being literally cut off, Mary Antonica says. “We do not have an ambulance boat. Even when women are in labour, we take the Navy’s help to go to Jaffna by sea,” according to the 27-year-old working in a micro credit programme of the World Bank. It is 8.30 p.m. now. There are a few more flickering lights now. They flicker less and shine more. 
Though the lights are vivid and seem closer, it is rather dark all around – a majority of the 600 families in this island still don’t have electricity – for my Nikon SLR camera to capture the trawlers that, Kayathampillai says, are certainly from India. “As they come closer, we can hear Tamil film songs being played on their boats. They also speak Tamil — the way it is spoken in Tamil Nadu,” he adds, in his Yazhpanam or Jaffna Tamil. The thrice-a-week arrangement for trawlers is an outcome of an agreement among fishermen in Tamil Nadu. Some years ago, owners of smaller boats in Tamil Nadu voiced their concern about trawlers — bigger, mechanised boats —which had spelt misery to their livelihood. After some discussion, the fishermen agreed that trawler owners would go thrice a week and the small boats, the remaining four days, explains P. Sesu Raja, District Secretary, Tamil Nadu Coastal Mechanised Boat Fishermen Association. 

‘Better fishing zones’: Trying to put forth the rationale of fishermen across the Palk Straight, he told The Hindu over telephone: “I am not saying we are not at fault. But you must try to see why the Tamil Nadu fishermen go that far despite so many arrests, trawler seizures and attacks by the Sri Lankan Navy.” The reason, he says, is purely a livelihood issue. Sri Lankan waters, according to him, make for better fishing zones and naturally draw fishermen from India. 
“There are more varieties in shrimps and prawns there.” The Tamil Nadu fishermen “traditionally” fished in Sri Lankan waters over the last three decades when the northern fishermen of Sri Lanka kept away from the sea due to the ongoing war, which ended in May 2009, says Mr. Sesu Raja, based in Ramanathapuram. “After the war, the Sri Lankan fishermen have returned to the sea. Now, it is a livelihood issue for fishermen of both countries.” Even after many rounds of talks between fishermen of both countries — Mr. Sesu Raja took part in three — proving futile, he has faith in the option. 
He suggests that the Indian and Sri Lankan governments seriously consider training fishermen in deep-sea fishing techniques. When contacted, officials of the Indian Coast Guard declined comment on the issue of Indian trawlers allegedly poaching in Sri Lankan waters as it was a very “sensitive issue” to speak on, weeks ahead of the Commonwealth summit to be held in Sri Lanka. Fishermen of Analativu are hoping that both sides arrive at a solution soon enough. “November to April is an important season for us — that is when there is a lot of fish. This is our only hope, and as fishermen like us, I hope they [Indian fishermen] understand our problem,” said Mr. Jayakumar. 

However, even as they point to Indian trawlers — mostly from Tamil Nadu — invading their fishing territory, Sri Lankan fishermen say they value Tamil Nadu’s solidarity to the cause of Sri Lankan Tamils. Differentiating the two aspects of their ties with Tamil Nadu, Mr. Kayathampillai says: “That [solidarity] is different, this [fishing conflict] is different. At the end of the day, they are our people.” It is 10 p.m. 
What seemed like a small dot in the horizon a few hours ago has now become a string of trawlers, easily a few hundred at this point. They form an arch in the sea and shine bright, as if it were a carnival in Sri Lankan waters. The view evokes an image resembling the famous Queen’s Necklace at Mumbai’s Marine Drive. Like an invading army the trawlers marched ahead closer to the shore -- a distance that can be covered in hardly 10 minutes, the fishermen tell me. The engine murmur has now become an unmistakable roar. Mr. Kayathampillai says: “At midnight, there will be many more, much closer. The noise gets frighteningly loud. I have not slept well in a long time." 

Copyright© 2013, The Hindu 

Myanmar: Fish exports down 
http://www.mmtimes.com/index.php/business/8655-fish-exports-down.html

Decreased fish production from local trawlers this year will lead to shortfall from this year’s revenue target of US$700 million, experts said. U Han Htun, executive vice president of Myanmar Fisheries Federation, said that revenues through the first seven months of the fiscal year have decreased 9.69 percent to just $298 million compared to the same period last year as trawlers are experiencing higher production costs that are leading to decreased fish trawls. “This time last year, fisheries export income had reached about $330 million. We are guessing that we will not be able to reach that target,” he said. Domestic prices rose on average $1.5 a kilo this year for all fish products as shrimp prices increased from K6800 to K8000 a viss (one viss equals 1.6kg or 3.6 pounds), said U Myo Nyunt, general manager of General Food Technology and Industrial (GFTI). “As domestic prices rise because of production costs, raw production is down, and so are our exports,” he told The Myanmar Times. However, the border trade sector is improving compared to last year, said a spokesperson for Yangon Region fisheries department. Of the $298 million in revenues generated this year, domestic fish sales brought in $143 million while the remainder came from exports. “Most fisheries cannot produce enough fish to support the export market,” U Htun Aye, joint secretary of the Myanmar Fisheries Products Processors’ and Exporters’ Association said, adding that there are not enough trawlers in the waters. The supply deficit comes in part due to insufficient capital from the local population to build and operate fisheries as larger firms are uncertain of profitability in the sector, said MFF general secretary U Win Kyaing. In the last year fiscal year, Myanmar’s fisheries earned a total $653 million in income.
Copyright © 2013 The Myanmar Times.

Bangladesh: Using children at dry fish processing units banned
http://www.thedailystar.net/beta2/news/using-children-at-dry-fish-processing-units-banned/
The authorities have imposed a ban on engaging children in all kinds of work related to dry fish processing at Dublarchar in Shoronkhola upazila. A circular was issued in this regard by the Forest Department in the third week of last month. The circular also warned that tough legal actions would be taken against those found guilty of violating the ban.

Meanwhile, the fishermen and owners of several dry fish processing units are passing busy time in the seven char (shoal emerged from riverbed) areas, including Dublarchar, in the upazila. Around 30,000 people remain engaged in the dry fish units of Dublarchar alone every season. Sources said, in October, fishermen build their makeshift structures along the bank of the Bay of Bengal for drying fish every year. Later, they bring the of fishes netted from the Bay to the structures and process those as dry fish.

The dry fish processing includes various work hazardous for child health, like cutting and sorting out the fishes. The Forest Department in the circular also imposed a ban on catching jatka (hilsa fry less than 10 inches in length) from the river canals in the Sundarbans. It also imposed restriction on using wood from Sundarbans and carrying firearms without the department’s permission in Dublarchar.Last year, the government had an income of Tk 1.19 crore as revenue from Dublarchar dry fish units. 
The government has set Tk 1500 revenue per quintal of dry Rupchanda, Poa and Lakkha while Tk 500 per quintal of other dry fish species. Sundarban East Zone DFO Mohammad Amir Hossain Chowdhury said, the dry fish season started in the second week of October in Dublarchar. This year, 13 fishermen have obtained permission from the Forest Department. At least 1404 fishermen sheds and 70 makeshift dry fish units have been built in Majherkella, Meherali, Alorkol, Manikkhali, Narikelbaria, Chaprakhali and Shelarchar. Dry fish processing work will continue till February 28.
©2013 The Daily Star
Bangladesh: Tears for the rivers of Bangladesh
http://www.thefinancialexpress-bd.com/new/2013/11/02/1769
Bangladesh, a deltaic region of the Indian subcontinent, was famous for its ebbing mighty rivers and their innumerable tributaries with waters full to the brim. The tradition, culture, society, economy and the life system of people of the country were tremendously influenced by these mighty rivers and their tributaries.
The traditional agricultural economy was facilitated by sedimentation of fertile silts that came down in profusion mixed with the river waters on to the crop fields flooded in the monsoon. The resulting natural fertility of the soil became so great that agricultural activities were easy, least costly and widespread in the country. Life was easy, charming and serene free from the vexed uproar and pollution.
The rivers that were once the means of sustenance of the people of this ebbing region are now nothing but dead canals and memory of the past. According to BIWTA sources, one storied launches used to ply in 88 river routes a few years back. In addition to these, common country boats and engine-run boats used to ply in these routes. The ferry-boatmen earned their livelihood by ferrying passengers. People used to travel and carry goods to far distance places and towns by goyna-boats (large boats). Huge boats were used to carry goods and materials from one region of the country to others.
The River Transport Ministry sources say that 24 thousand kilometers of riverways all over the country have become risky. The boatmen and the drivers of engine-run trawlers and launches being unemployed are passing unbearable life along with the fishermen who used to fish in the rivers. About 300 thousands of families of the southern coast of the country live on fishing. About 600 thousands families including fish-warehouses, wholesalers and workers live on fish business. The gypsy tribes of Bangladesh lived for ages and generations in boats on the rivers. Now they have started to settle and are trying to be habituated on the land life in the absence of live rivers which they used to love most and where they felt habitually most comfortable. They are now at the mercy of varieties of government help like VGF and VGD allotments.

 Thirty out of 700 rivers in the south-west of the country have lost navigability due to accumulation of silts and surfacing of alluvial land in their basins. Now, a moderate tidal-surge in the monsoon causes overflowing of the banks of these rivers with flood waters submerging the alluvial lands and causing river erosion in the adjoining villages. Saline waters enter the overflowing rivers to ruin crop-lands. The rivers which were once full of sweet water are now simply sandy swathes of land. Even in the basin of the once mighty Meghna, there are numerous sandy alluvial lands. Once the banks of the Meghna between Bhola and Laxmipur wwere not visible from the other end because of the width. Now it is strewn with many sandy patches. The huge Shahbazpur river made the boatmen unnerved while crossing it; now it is a dead river. The Hilsha fishes that swarmed to Shahbazpur, Meghna and Kalabadar rivers to lay eggs leaving behind the saline waters of the Bay of Bengal are now moving to the rivers bordering Myanmar as the dept of these rivers has decreased alarmingly. Tens of millions of taka were once exchanged during the hilsa catching season in these rivers.

The Gabkhan channel beside Jhalokathi was once known as the Suez Canal of Bangladesh. Centring this channel in many places between Barishal-Jhalokathi and the Mongla port, many business centres once flourished. At that time, many ships carrying various sorts of merchandise used to ply between the Haldia port of India and Jhalokathi and Chittagong via Mongla through the Gabkhan channel. Passenger ships used to ply up to Sirajgonj from Haldia via Barisal. These sound like fairy tales today as even canoes cannot pass through these dead and slimy trickles now. Because of the navigation crisis, business centres of the south-western regions along with Jhalokathi are closing down. The industries of the south-western regions are closing down one by one because of the increasing prices of industrial products resulting from unaffordable road transport costs. The workers are becoming unemployed. The GK Project, Sonjuri Project, Modhumoti-Madaripur Bil Route Cannel Irrigation Project (MBR Project), Satla-Bagdha Irrigation Project, Barishal-Jhalokathi and Pirojepur Irrigation Project and other numerous Projects based on rivers of the regions to enhance agricultural productions have fallen headlong. Agricultural production has fallen, as wide areas of crop land within these Projects areas are now barren for years. 

A 1955 BIWTA estimate shows that there are 700 hundreds rivers in the country. During the last fifty years some of the rivers became fully dead and filled up. There are only 212 rivers left now for all time navigations according to the BIWTA. But the Water Development Board maintains that there are 310 navigable rivers at present. According to them, there is no flow of stream in the southern Bangladesh rivers like Agarpur, Palrodi, Sandha, Sugandha, Arial Khan, Kalabadar, Agunmukha, Baleshar, Bishkhali, Khatapora, Khata Chera, Junahar, Ilisha, and Bura Gouranga. 
Officials of Bangladesh River Research Institute inform that this situation is the result of seasonal and climatic changes. The adverse effects of the Farakka Barrage have caused the small rivers to be filled up with the accumulation of silts, water-hyacinths and useless plants.

Water experts opine that the weakening of stream in the Padma and Meghna, the sources of water flow of their 30 tributaries of south-western Bangladesh, has influenced the water flow of these tributaries. Same is the case with the Jamuna and Brahmaputra and their tributaries. As these tributaries have become streamless, the silts that accumulate in their basins in the monsoon are not removed resulting in the surfacing of innumerable small and big chars causing non-navigability. Moreover, as the rivers are becoming waterless, fish resource in these regions is fast depleting.

The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) maintains that 54 species of sweet water country fishes are in danger of facing extinction in Bangladesh. Because of increased salinity, the process of extinction of different varieties of country fishes around the coastal regions of the Sundarbans has already started. In the past two decades, several species of country fishes have been totally lost.
The writer is a retired professor               of Economics, BCS General Education Cadre.                                      sarwarmdskhaled@gmail.com
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India:  National Fishworkers Forum memorandum to be submitted to the National and Regional political party leaders requesting them to incorporate NFF’s important demands in their party's election manifesto to the ensuing 2014 Lok Sabha General Elections
Source: NFF

To,
Shri. 
   President/Secretary
   Sir/Madame,

Sub: Requested to incorporate our long pending demands in your party election manifesto to the ensuing General Election to Loksabha –Reg.  
We state that you are well  aware of the fact that there are 13 states including union Territories namely –West Bengal,  Odisha, Andra Pradesh, Tamilnadu, Puducherry, Kerala, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Gujarat, Goa, Diu Daman, Andaman Nicobar and Lakshadweep islands on the coastal area  of our Nation and they are surrounded by seas at a stretch about 8118 km in length.
Residents of the coasts are involving in the ancestrally inherited fishing occupation in 2.02 million sq.km sea water which includes 0.5 million sq.km continental shelves and Exclusively Economic zone. Approximately the fishermen who are solely depending upon fishing for their livelihood is 2 Crore. Apart from those coastal fishermen, the inland fishermen who is depending for their occupation utilizing perennial rivers, seasonal rivers, lakes, ponds, pools, back waters and lagoons who are living in 35 states including 7 Union Territories is about 1 Crore of our population. Thus fishermen are 3 Crore of our Indian population. Though they are striving and providing nutritious fish as food to 80% of people of our country at cheapest cost, it is easy to construe from the life style, they are leading, even after 66 precious years of our independency shows that they have not attained sufficient or expected growth in Education, Employment, and Economy and in permanent income. They are socially, economically and educationally in the lower strata. We believe that you too have well acquainted with the above facts and from the facts that it is easy to derive that the fishermen are living in misery, anguish and in stigma secluded even from the other backward communities, and also in most economically backward and further in a suppressed manner. During our 66 years of Indian Democratic Parliamentary system of governance, several ministries were bifurcated for the benefit and welfare of several groups which are deliberately lesser in number when compare to the fishermen population. But contrary to the need and necessity fisheries is being added as the fourth behind Agriculture, Animal husbandry and Dairy in the Ministry of Agriculture, since its inception and fishermen welfare is continuously neglected by the Authorities concerned. Hence, as a first step to alleviate the sufferings of fishermen Community, Central Govt. must form a separate “Ministry for Fisheries and Fishermen Welfare.”  After considering all the pathetic, heart breaking  suppressed  and  depressed  conditions  of  fishermen  community  living  throughout our country, the Backward  Classes Commission under the Chairmanship of Shri. B.P. Mandal has rightly observed the stigma of untouchability against fishermen in some parts of the Country.  
In the Backward Classes Commission report (Mandal report) in Volume 1
Main Report and Recommendations
Chapter XIII, at page No. 65,under the sub heading ”Miscellaneous – Para 13.37
(1) Certain sections of some occupational communities like Fishermen, Banjaras ,Bansforas, Khatwes etc. still suffer from the stigma of untouchability in some parts of the country. They have been listed as O.B.Cs by the commission, but their inclusion in the list of Scheduled Castes / Scheduled Tribes may be considered by the Government.

(2) Backward Classes development corporations should be set up both at the central and state levels, to implement various socio – educational and economic measures for their advancement

(3) A separate Ministry /Department for O.B.Cs at the Center and the States should be created to safe guard their interests

(4) With a view to giving better representations to certain very backward sections of O.B.Cs like the Gaddis in Himachel Pradesh, Neo –Buddhists in Maharashtra, Fishermen in the coastal areas, Gujjars in J&K., it is recommended that areas of their concentrations may be carved out into separate constituencies at the time of delimitations.”
To give effect to the above recommendations the Legislative Assemblies including of Kerala and Puducherry unanimously passed resolutions to include the Fishermen community in the Scheduled Tribes list, sent to the Union Government for further proceedings. Still these resolutions are under the consideration of Ministry of Social Justice. Decision in this regard must be taken at the earliest if your party comes to power at the central government. We request the government of India to consider this recommendation and include fishermen in the SC / ST list. We request the government of India to take a decision to include in the terms of reference of the next delimitation commission to consider the Mandal commission’s recommendations to create separate constituencies for fishermen in the coastal areas. Though the fisheries is considered as a part and parcel of Agriculture Ministry, the Fishermen are not getting any sort of facility or concession like farmers, such as loan and grants through Cooperative banks nationalized banks, scheduled banks, government financial institutions like NABARD and even we are not allowed to get Jewel loans by pledging Jewels in order to use the money for repairing the fishing Boats, Nets and buying other equipment for fishing. Agriculturists are given cultivation loans, crop loans and Jewel Loans through banks and other government financial institutions at cheaper (4 % pa) rate of interest .We request you that fishermen must be given Loan to develop their occupation at the rate of 4 % pa interest. All loans availed by fishermen from banks, cooperative societies and other government financial institutions to develop their occupation, such as to purchase boat, net, engine and other auxiliary equipment should be written off in the event of damages and loss occurred to them due to natural disasters like cyclones, hurricanes, heavy rains strong winds, sea erosions, sudden flood in rivers and occasionally Tsunami waves.
Each and every year the fishermen met and felt great distress and anguish throughout 8118 Km of Indian Coast by these natural calamities lost their houses, boats , catamarans,  fishing boat engines, vallams, nets, other instruments and equipment which ultimately resulted in losing their livelihood struggling for daily bread. But while loan waiving decision is taken by the Union Government it never considered the pathetic condition of the vulnerable fishing community. At the same time it is an open secret when the waiving of loans is provided to the Agriculturist the Poultries and Dairies which are run by Corporates, Jamindars, Jahirdars and big landlords had got their share of waving up to the tune of even more than Rs. 50 Lakhs per individual. The 2013 – 2014 Budget submitted in the parliament says the fisheries sector’s contribution to the GDP is 0.7 %. Based on the facts provided by the government itself allocation of Rs. 3887.25 Crore on Planed expenditure and Rs. 7769.82 Crore on Non-Planed expenditure for fisheries and fishermen welfare would be a justifiable one, if it is done so. But in 2013-2014 Budget out of Rs. 2025 Crore allocated for Agriculture Ministry, only Rs.317.30 Crore of rupees allocated to fisheries and fishermen welfare. Major portion of this allocation will go to the training and research institutions of the ministry, Only Rs. 8.5 Crore is meant for fishermen welfare.
During the last session of parliament Mrs. Purandareswari Union  Minister informed the parliament that last year’s foreign exchange earnings through sea food export is about Rs. 18,856 Crore and export value of Sea food was 9,28,215 Tones and this is 7.68 % more when compared to the previous year. Hence our demand is that the GOI must allocate fund to the Fisheries and Fishermen welfare Ministry on the basis of fisheries contribution to the GDP and the fund be increased substantially. As the basic requirement for fishing is diesel and kerosene, all the taxes including excise duty, sales tax would be given exemption and would be supplied to the fishermen at the production cost incurred by the government. Likewise for the Out Board Engine Boats kerosene would be supplied at the public distribution system (PDS) price. Respected leaders, we have hope and confidence that your party would consider and realize all the above mentioned facts and if you would have an opportunity to come to power after the ensuing Lok- Sabha elections , we believe you would carry out necessary steps to solve our long pending issues and demands even though it becomes too late.
With this at most faith and belief we request your good office while preparing your party’s election manifesto include our demands and also with an assurance to implement all our demands at the earliest possible time after your party coming to power for which we would be very grateful to your party’s good gesture . To add in your parties election manifesto and to give a clear vision of our demands apart from the above said very important demands herewith we enlisted the other important demands by pointing them preciously.
· The death of fishermen who lost their lives while fishing due to rough weather, thunder, cyclone, hurricane, lightning, heavy rains, storms, flood, Tsunami and sea erosion must be defined and declared as death due to natural calamities by the GOI and sufficient monitory assistance would be provided to those bereaved families from the central governments disaster management fund as a measure of rehabilitation. Monitory assistance also would be provided from the Honourable Prime Minister’s relief fund.

· Strictly implement the banning of coastal sand mining on the sea shores as ordered by the National Green Tribunal.

· Provide 10 Cents of land to each fishermen family for housing to those residing near the areas prone to sea erosion to ensure their fishing activities for their livelihood.

· GOI should ban coastal (Sea) reclamation.

· Ban and stop destructive fishing gears in Indian sea waters.

· Immediately address the issue of Jambudip in West Bengal and save the livelihood of 20,000 fisher people.

· Immediately stop the Sethu Samudaram canal project which affects the livelihood of 5 Lakhs fishermen of the six Districts of Tamil Nadu. The project will also affect the environment and lives of rare species of sea.

· Retrieve Katchatheevu Island from Srilanka to ensure the livelihood of six Districts fishermen of Tamil Nadu and to settle the issue of the day to day arrest of Tamil fishermen, and seizure of Tamil Nadu boats by Sri Lankan Navy.

· Stop extortion by Naval oil rig security guards in the Bombay high.

· To encourage deep sea fishing, financial assistance would be provided to the fishermen by granting 50 % cash subsidy and other 50% as a loan at 4 % pa rate of interest. In addition to the subsidy cum loan to the individual fishermen basic infrastructure to be provided to them by government organizations like NFDB by anchoring mother vessels in the deep sea to provide facility to supply necessary fuel to fishing boats and to preserve the fish catch in to the cold storage.

· GOI should allocate sufficient fund to rehabilitate the 600 fishermen families whose family heads were shot down dead by the Sri Lankan Navy while the innocent fishermen of 6 Districts of Tamil Nadu and Pondicherry engaged in traditional fishing as usual in Palk Strait.

· Due to the in human activities of Sri Lankan Navy, thousands of our innocent fishermen become physically handicapped persons and thus their family plunged into deep poverty. Government should provide necessary monitory assistance to rehabilitate those families.

· A Bilateral dialogue would be arranged between Indian and Sri Lankan fishermen to achieve amicable settlement and to continue their inherited rights of fishing in Palk Strait. The GOI should ensure that no further arrest of Tamil Nadu, Pondicherry State fishermen and seizure of boats by Sri Lankan navy.

· Implement all the recommendations of the Murari Committee recommendations.

· The GOI should scrap the LOP Scheme. Withdraw permits already given to the foreign vessels under this scheme. Stop promoting corporate involvement in deep Sea Fishing and reserve the deep sea resources for the benefit of the Indian traditional fishing communities.

· Throughout the past 66 years of democratic governance, sufficient representation had not been given to fishermen community in the central cabinet. Only for 10 Months a fishermen was given a berth as MOS in the central cabinet. Hence sufficient representation has to be given to the fishermen community in the new cabinet after the 2014 parliament elections.

· Likewise sufficient opportunity has also to be given to the fishermen candidates belonging to your political party to contest in the ensuing parliament elections.

· The Thermal power projects largely affect the livelihood of the coastal fishermen and also the environment. Stop proposed thermal power projects on coastal Belt of India.

· Stop Polluting coastal and sea waters.

· Ban and stop purse seine fishing to avoid over exploitation of fisheries wealth in Indian territorial waters.

· Our demand is a Nuclear free India. Stop all Nuclear power plants in India since they are big threat to fishermen, Biodiversity and destruction of sea through Radiation. It is very costly. Nuclear Disaster has no way out after Fukushima and Chernobyl accidents.

· Fish vending women all over India should be protected by having clean fish vending markets all over India without any taxation.

· Stop all industrial Aquaculture farms all over India.

· Make fishing legislation in the entire EEZ keeping fishing regulation from top downwards with a view to assessing the number of gears in the light of the availability of fish resource.

· Safety of every fisherman should be guaranteed through identity cards.

· Replace the coastal regulation zone notification with a Coastal Regulation Zone Act.

· Our main demand is to have a Fisher’s Rights and Protection Act on par with Adhivasi’s protection and Rights act in the forest.

· Our demand is to bring a Central Marine Fishing Act.

· Restore fishing community rights in the marine and coastal protected areas that would include Sundarban Tiger Reserve, Bhitarkanika, Gahirmatha, Gulf of Mannar etc. 

We submit all the above with the Hope and confidence for the better realization of our grievous grievances and for the necessary actions without any more delay to the welfare of our Indian fishermen.
Thanking You,
With Warm Regards,

Yours Sincerely,
M.Ilango
General Secretary

Fr. Thomas Kocherry
Former Chairperson
Rambhau Patil
Chairperson
T. Peter

Secretary
Vasudev Boloor
Secretary
Pradeep Chatterjee
Secretary
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