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Uttarkhand: Uttarakhand’s Furious Himalayan Flood Could Bury India’s Hydropower Program
http://www.circleofblue.org/waternews/2014/world/uttarakhands-furious-himalayan-flood-bury-indias-hydropower-program/


As part a national plan to generate more electricity from sources other than coal, Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee directed India to pursue one of the most daring energy production campaigns in history. Vajpayee called on his nation of more than 1 billion people to break through corruption, bureaucracy, and its own doubts and build 162 big hydroelectric power projects by 2025. The dams and power stations would be capable of generating 50,000 megawatts of electricity, the equivalent of 50 big coal or nuclear-fired power plants.  
At the time, India’s utility sector had the capacity to generate 108,000 megawatts – one-tenth as much as the electrical sector in the United States. Some 27,000 megawatts, or a quarter of India’s total energy production, came from hydropower.  Vajpayee’s announcement was robed in the formality and national determination comparable to U.S. President John Kennedy’s 1960s plan to land a man on the moon and bring him back safely within a decade. Energy sourced from moving water, Vajpayee said, was desperately needed in a country demoralized by hourly supply disruptions, daily brownouts and regular blackouts.  “Power is a critical input for any economic activity,” the prime minister said. “Its sufficiency is a prerequisite for speeding up India’s economic growth and improving the living standards of all our citizens. Without power, we cannot empower our people in the economic dimension of their lives. It is a major determinant of the quality of life.”

And just like the American space program, not much was discussed in public by the government about the extraordinary risks. Meeting the prime minister’s vision would be technically challenging and extremely dangerous. Almost all of the new projects — 113 dams and power stations capable of generating 40,000 megawatts of electricity —- were planned for five Himalayan states. Of those, 33 of the new hydropower schemes were targeted for the high mountain valleys in Uttarakhand.  A Himalayan state north of New Delhi that 9 million people call home, Uttarakhand shares borders with China and Nepal. The state, a little smaller than West Virginia, is rich in perpendicular slopes, ample water, turbulent rivers and a history of ecological chaos. 

The Mountains Respond: The Himalayas are still forming, still rising — producing one of the most active earthquake zones in the world. The fierce drenching from annual summer monsoons erupt in regular flash floods that undermine the soils of vertical slopes, cause monstrous landslides, and episodically lay waste to big stretches of the region’s serpentine one-way-in, one-way-out highways. In a typical year, dozens of people drown, are buried, or swept away by floods in India’s Himalayan states.  Despite the inherent risks, India’s hydro-entranced prime minister and his aides were determined to join China, Bhutan, Nepal, and Pakistan in turning the Himalayas into the Saudi Arabia of hydroelectric energy. In the decade since 2003, India’s hydropower ambitions magnified: 292 big hydro projects are under construction or planned for India’s Himalayan region, according to the Central Electric Authority. The most turbulent stretches of many Himalayan rivers are scheduled to support five or six new dams, one every 10 kilometers or so. That’s more utility-scale installations than are planned for the world’s other new hydropower production zones – the Rocky Mountains in British Columbia, the Amazon Basin, and the Andes mountains, according to assessments by power authorities in those regions.

“The government wants to put dams on every river in the Himalayas,” said Prakash Nautiyal, a fisheries biologist and for decades a professor of zoology at the Hemwati Nandan Bahuguna Garhwal University in this Alaknanda River city of 150,000 residents. “You know the car culture of Delhi and Mumbai? Bumper to bumper. That’s what they want to do in the Himalayas with dams. Bumper to bumper.” The unavoidable challenge that India’s engineers and contractors recognized but largely ignored, according to a flurry of government and university studies dating to the early 1990s, was whether the truculent mountain range would accept such intensive industrial intrusion. Late last spring, at the start of the heaviest monsoon season in memory, the Himalayas answered that question. 

On June 16 and June 17, 2013 the mountains unleashed two days of monstrous floods that killed about 6,000 people, according to estimates from the Uttarakhand government. Survivors and researchers at the Wadia Institute for Himalayan Geology put the death toll at 30,000. Some 800 battered bodies were recovered and 5,200 others were declared missing. India defends the estimated death toll of 6,000 based on the applications it reviewed and approved for compensation to families that lost loved ones. Residents of the Mandakini River Valley interviewed by Circle of Blue said the number of people who died was much higher, perhaps 30,000. That figure is supported by Kapil Kesarwani, a senior research fellow at the Wadia Institute of Himalayan Geology, a prestigious government-supported research center in Dehradun, Uttarakhand’s capital. The flooding wiped away at least six villages, buried dozens of others in mud, wrecked over 1,000 kilometers of highways, and dumped hundreds of buildings into the furious waters. 

Maharaj Pandit, a professor in the Department of Environmental Studies at the University of Delhi, and one of India’s independent authorities on hydropower development, was on a field research trip in mid-June when the rains intensified along the Bhagirathi River near Gangotri, a Hindu sacred site high up in a Himalayan pass. 

Pandit heard the grind and crash of boulders knocking against each other in the boiling water. It was a new sound, an alarm signaling urgent danger. He gathered his team, terminated the trip, and descended as quickly as he dared out of the mountains where bridges were washing away and roads were vanishing in landslides.“I had never seen the river in such a rage,” Pandit said. “The river didn’t feel well that day.”

Flood’s Effects on Dam Construction: The June flood also may have drowned India’s long campaign to diversify its energy production with big Himalayan hydropower projects. Circle of Blue was able to document that the flood seriously damaged at least 10 big projects in operation and under construction in Uttarakhand. Another 19 small hydropower projects that generate under 25 megawatts were destroyed. 
The findings are based on Circle of Blue’s field reporting in December and January, state and national media dispatches, independent news services, and trade journal notices. We were assisted by the South Asia Network on Dams and Rivers, a non-profit advocacy group, and reports posted on Down to Earth, an online New Delhi-based environmental news site affiliated with the Centre for Science and Environment.  The Central and state government authorities, and private dam developers, have said next to nothing about the extent of the damage in news releases, on their Web sites, or in public statements. Repeated efforts by Circle of Blue to reach business executives and government regulators by email and phone calls were ignored.

The most heavily damaged projects, according to our findings, include:
· The 400-megawatt Vishnuprayag Hydroelectric Project, upriver from Srinagar along the Alaknanda River, was buried beneath 20 meters of rubble that also filled its water storage lake and likely wrecked the mouth of the penstock, the pipe that transports water to the powerhouse downstream.

· A second dam under construction on the Mandakini River, the 76-megawatt Phata-Byung Hydroelectric Project, washed away.

· The 99-megawatt Singoli-Bhatwari Hydroelectric Project downstream on the Mandakini, a major tributary of the Alaknanda, was so aggressively pummeled by boulders that big chunks of concrete were gouged out of its base and the patches of steel reinforcing rods of two support towers were bent like broken fingers.

· The powerhouse and turbines of the 330-megawatt Alaknanda Hydro Power Project in Srinagar were inundated with mud and silt just weeks before it was scheduled to begin operating.

· A landslide blocked the end of the water discharge tunnel at the 280-megawatt Dhauliganga project near the border with Nepal. The plug caused a backup that submerged the entire turbine room constructed deep inside the hill near the dam, causing at least $50 million in damage and a shutdown that has still not ended, said dam operators. (See sidebar for more damaged hydropower projects.)

The Uttarakhand flood surprised India with its fury. Energy authorities in Asia and in North America have said the flood caused the most damage to a nation’s hydropower infrastructure since 1975, when rains from a typhoon overwhelmed the Banqiao Dam and 61 smaller dams in central China, killing 171,000 people…

West Bengal: Bacteria an effective tool to counter mosquito larvae: Study
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/City/Kolkata/Bacteria-an-effective-tool-to-counter-mosquito-larvae-Study/articleshow/33147264.cms
Spraying larvicide, the tried-and-tested formula to get rid of mosquito larvae, is back-dated. So what's the new prescription for putting a lid on malaria and dengue outbreaks? According to a study conducted by a zoology professor of Burdwan University, a particular bacteria - Bacillus thuringiensis israelensis (Bti) - holds the key.


Some time back, the New Town Development Authority, in consultation with the fisheries department, had released some larva-eating fish in some of the waterbodies in New Town to control mosquitoes. Following requests from NKDA authorities, fisheries department official and professor Gautam Chandra of the Burdwan University's zoology department, who has been doing research on mosquito control for several years, carried out a thorough field study along with two research students. The report has recommended some short-, medium- and long-term measures.


"To combat mosquitoes, we have recommended certain fishes like guppy, telapia and nilotica. They are very useful in controlling the larvae. However, we stressed on a certain kind of bacteria called Bacillus thuringiensis israelensis (Bti) that was first detected in Israel. It is very effective in killing mosquito larvae. It is easily available in the market in powder and gel form but has never been used on a large scale to combat mosquito. Moreover, it is a soil bacteria and does not create any pollution," Chandra said. The bacteria strain, which can now be developed locally, remains effective for about a month after being sprayed.

An extract of the report submitted by Chandra and his team reads: "...spraying mosquito larvaecidal agents like Bti, a kind of naturally occurring bacteria that infects and kill mosquito larvae, is an effective solution. These bacteria are highly selective, killing only mosquitoes, fungus gnats, and blackflies. Formulations of Bti will only kill these types of insects and do not harm other insects, fish, birds, worms or any mammals."


It is further mentioned in the report that when Bti are eaten by the mosquito larvae, they damage the gut cells and quickly paralyze them, then kill the larvae quickly and efficiently. A moderate to heavy dose has been shown to reduce the mosquito population by one half in 15 minutes and the rest within one hour.


The report also said that mosquitoes in New Town were of culex type that and can fly up to 5 km. A reduction of mosquito larvae was noticed in the waterbodies where guppy fish were released about 12 days ago. The report also showed that the Bagjola and Kestopur canals were the major sources of mosquito larvae. "We visited the waterbodies in the township and found that big waterbodies were almost larvae-free. It is in the manholes, drains and latrine pipes, apart from Bagjola and Kestopur canal, that mosquito larvae were found," Chandra said.


NKDA chairman Debashis Sen said that they had already written to the state health department asking for suggestions on this issue. "The most striking fact of the report is that a certain kind of bacteria can be used to curb mosquito menace very effectively," he said. Health and family welfare minister of state Chandrima Bhattacharya said the experts could look into the matter and see how it could work effectively. However, a KMC health official said Bti was already in use in Kolkata. "It is used and is quite effective. But we need to use it on a much larger scale to have an impact," he said.
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Odisha: Indian Coast Guards intercept Lankan fishing boat
http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/indian-coast-guards-intercept-lankan-fishing-boat-114040301217_1.html
Coast Guard ship 'Vajra' has intercepted a Sri Lankan fishing boat Ran Muttu Dua, after it was found fishing within Indian waters.  The Lankan boat, laden with four tonnes of tuna fish, was found fishing in the Bay of Bengal in Position 195 nautical miles south east of Digha and 192 miles east of Paradip yesterday, a Coast Guard release said.   Preliminary probe revealed that the fishing boat belonged to Matara district in the South province of Sri Lanka and had set forth on February 17.  The Sri Lankan boat is a specialised vessel for catching Oceanic Tuna fishes, a particular variety of fish (tuna) having huge demand in international market. The boat, with four crew members, was being towed away to Paradip.
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Andhra Pradesh: Value added fish products to make women self-reliant
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Vijayawada/value-added-fish-products-to-make-women-selfreliant/article5863881.ece
The National Fisheries Development Board (NFDB), Hyderababd, has come forward to help women from different social background in Krishna district to come up with several value-added fish products. As a part of the move, the NFDB, in collaboration with the agricultural scientists of the Krishi Vignana Kendra, Ghantasala, has organised a basic training session recently for 250 beneficiaries on the preparation of various value added fish products. At the programme, the participants learnt how to prepare fish pickles, prawn pickles, prawn biryani, prawn pakoda, fish cutlets and etc. All these products can be preserved for some days and have a huge demand in cities. The experts and the NFDB authorities have realized the potential and market for the value-added fish products in Krishna district owing to its flourishing marine operations and extensive brackish water aquaculture practices. 

“We are encouraging women to form groups to run retail outlets or create their own brand of the value-added fish products. The NFDB will provide the financial and technical assistance to the beneficiaries,” Krishna Vignana Kendra Scientist (Fisheries) J. Yaswanth Kumar told The Hindu. The scientists explained to the women that the fish that can’t be exported is very useful for making value added products. Moreover, the value and cost of the products vary from marine to sweet water and brackish water fish. Apart from fisherfolk women, even women belonging to SC and ST categories are also being advised to choose the mode of business for which financial support would be extended as per the SC & ST Sub-plan guidelines. 

Copyright© 2014, The Hindu 

Tamil Nadu: 58 fishermen reach Karaikal from Sri Lanka 
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Tiruchirapalli/58-fishermen-reach-karaikal-from-sri-lanka/article5866644.ece
Gesture signals hopes of announcement of dates for talks . The Indian Coast Guard ship Sarang sailed into Karaikal Port with the final batch of 58 fishermen, released by Sri Lanka, following President Mahinda Rajapaksa’s order last week, here on Wednesday. The arrival of the fishing crew along with their 13 boats also signalled hopes of announcement of dates for the stalled second round of bilateral talks between the fishermen of the two countries. The 58 fishermen were among those arrested on March 4 and March 19 for entering into the territorial waters of Sri Lanka.

Among the released fishermen and boats, 34 fishermen and 10 boats belong to Thanjavur, 15 fishermen and 2 boats belong to Karaikal, 4 fishermen and 1 boat are from Pudukottai, and 5 fishermen are from Ramanathapuram. As of date, there are no fishermen lodged in Sri Lankan jails, except for the five booked under narcotics two years ago, U.Arulanandam, Alliance for Release of Innocent Fishermen, told The Hindu over phone. “We have reasons to believe that those were foisted charges.” “Meanwhile, we have applied for permission for recovering the three boats that were recently released by Sri Lanka. The boats from Mandapam are lodged in Kalpatti and out papers are awaiting clearance from the Ministry of External Affairs,” Mr.Arulanandam said. Even as all boats have been released, the status of the five boats that were attached by Paruthithurai court as Sri Lankan property in August last, remains nebulous. Eight months on, these boats, two from Karaikal and five from Nagapattinam are yet to be released, and the fishing community here continues to rally around their release. With the annual fishing ban, just about a fortnight away, it is expected that the trawlers would make at least two fishing tours, to make up for the two-month-long impending lull. 

“This is also the time, when Indian trawlers would poach in Sri Lankan waters,” said an official. This apart, two fishermen, whose fibre-reinforced plastic boats that ran adrift due to fuel shortage on Tuesday, are held up in Sri Lanka. The father-son duo Selvarasu and Karan were fishing off Kodiakkarai when their boat had gone adrift off the coast of Jaffna. According to local reports from the fishing hamlet of Kallar here, the under-age boy is said to have steered the boat, while his father was asleep. Thanjavur: Thirty-eight fishermen, belonging to Thanjavur district, released from Sri Lankan prisons, arrived at Sethubavachathiram and Malliapattinam villages in Karaikal on Wednesday evening. A.Tajudeen, State secretary, Tamil Nadu Meenavar Peravai, who received them said 28 persons belonged to Sethubavachathiram while six belonged to Mallipattinam.

Copyright© 2014, The Hindu 
Tamil Nadu: Shrimp Market Opportunity for India
http://www.thefishsite.com/fishnews/22858/shrimp-market-opportunity-for-india
Now is the opportune time for India to make its presence felt in the global shrimp market as leading players — Viet Nam and China have been affected by early mortality syndrome. The disease has almost wiped out the cultured shrimp population, said S. Kandan, Assistant Director of the Marine Products Export Development Authority. Mr Kandan was delivering a speech at a symposium on “Recent trends in shrimp farming” organised by the Centre of Advanced Study in Marine Biology, Annamalai University, at Porto Novo near here on Tuesday. He further said that the shrimp export was a major forex earner. It had netted Rs 23,000 crore last year. Though major aquaculture farmers had quit the profession, small farmers had stepped in, that too in a big way. The share of the small farmers in exports was about 60 per cent. Mr Kandan noted that in the early 70s shrimp farming witnessed a boom as many big companies had then set up farms on even 100 hectares, TheHindu reports.

But in 1995 the outbreak of the white spot disease that decimated the young shrimps dealt a mortal blow to the shrimp culture. Environmental issues compounded the problem and took a toll on the trade. However, resilient small farmers who had taken to acquaculture thereafter had revived the shrimp industry to certain extent. He pointed out that Viet Nam and China which were earlier doing extremely well in the trade had suffered a severe setback by the “early mortality syndrome” which affected shrimps as young as 40 days. Mr Kandan said that such a situation would turn advantageous to India, if the farmers adopted appropriate bio-security measures such as quarantining the imported exotic brood stocks, adopting standard operating procedures such as testing the seeds before breeding and also conducting pre-harvest tests.

Considering the key role played by acquaculture in improving country’s economy it would be appropriate to start an “Aquaculture centre in Porto Novo,” Mr Kandan said. Director and Dean of the Centre K.Kathiresan said that shrimp exports had the potential to touch Rs 5 billion in the next couple of years. His Centre which was a pioneer in marine biology centre had so far produced 475 PhDs, published 2,000 research papers and, completed 65 research projects.

Organising secretary Professor M.Srinivasan said that next to agriculture, aquaculture was the biggest source of livelihood in the country. Joint Director of Fisheries Department Karunakaran said that to check unwieldy growth of aquaculture farms and to streamline their functioning, district fisheries development agency had been set up. V.S.Chandrasekar, senior scientist of the Central Institute of Brackishwater Aquaculture stressed the need for starting a separate course on shrimp farming. S.Santhana Krishnan, MD Maritech, a consultation firm, said that manpower shortage had affected the growth of the trade. He said that there were ample employment opportunities for the marine biology students, who had adequate hands-on experience, in the country and abroad.

Kerala: Marine ESAs to be documented
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-kerala/marine-esas-to-be-documented/article5853189.ece
The Kerala State Biodiversity Board (KSBB) is preparing a list of ecologically sensitive areas (ESAs) in the near shore region of Thiruvananthapuram, under a pilot project to document the underwater ecosystem and traditional knowledge systems of fishermen. The marine biodiversity mapping programme has been initiated off a 20-km stretch of the coast from Valiathura to Puthukurichy. KSBB has joined hands with Protsahan, an NGO working among fishermen, to demarcate the ecologically sensitive marine areas, identify the vulnerable habitats and formulate ecosystem- based fishing management policies. Protsahan has identified 50 natural reefs that are ecologically sensitive and host a variety of underwater species. A detailed map of 14 major reefs along with their depth and location has been submitted to KSBB. As many as six new species were also recorded in the study area.

Biodiversity Register: The project seeks to create a Marine Biodiversity Register (MBR) of ecologically important reefs and rocky areas. The MBR will document traditional knowledge on navigation at sea, seabed configuration, ocean currents and wind patterns. It will also provide early indication on overfishing and marine resource depletion. The MBR is expected to help in the formulation of measures to protect the marine ecology and replenish fish stocks. During the pilot phase, two artificial reefs were deposited in the inshore region off the Kannanthura and Valiathura coasts. As many as nine unused boats were purchased with the Rs.60,000 provided by KSBB, and sunk along with coconut peduncles to create an underwater habitat for fish. Within four days, local fishermen who had stopped going out to sea because of the falling catch, reported that the area was teeming with fish.

Traditional knowledge: “For generations, artisanal fishermen have relied on traditional knowledge to identify reefs where fishes converge. The composition of the catch revealed the existence of reefs. They used a visual triangulation method to navigate to the location. The fishermen have also been using artificial reefs made of local materials to replenish dwindling fish stocks”, says Robert Panipilla, a researcher working with Protsahan. “Sadly, much of this traditional knowledge is lost today. The majority of young fishers do not possess traditional navigational skills or the techniques to identify fishing grounds”.

“When KSBB launched the pilot project for mapping marine biodiversity, we also thought of documenting the traditional knowledge of the fisher community and providing livelihood support by restoring some of the marine habitats,” says Prof.Oommen V.Oommen, chairman, KSBB. “As the artificial reefs were deposited in the near shore areas about 2 to 3.5 km from the shore at a depth of 20 to 30 fathoms, fishermen need to spend less fuel and resources for fishing,” he said. KSBB member secretary K.P. Laladhas said local fishermen were now reporting a daily catch of about Rs.7,000 from the area where the artificial reefs were deposited. “They are netting commercially important species like Caranx sexfasciatus (Kannan para) and Stolephorus indicus (Kozhua). It shows that our endeavour was successful,” he said. Prof.Oommen said KSBB would convene a meeting of marine experts for scientific validation and verification of the data submitted by Protsahan. “We hope to publish the information soon,” he said. He added that the marine resources along the Thiruvananthapuram- Kollam coast would be taken up for documentation in the next phase.

· Marine Biodiversity Register to be prepared
· Artificial reefs start attracting fish
Copyright© 2014, The Hindu 
Kerala: State Yet to Exploit Aquaculture Prospect' 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/kochi/State-Yet-to-Exploit-Aquaculture-Prospect/2014/03/31/article2140144.ece#.UzpAkKKfvJE
A state-level workshop, aimed at empowering fish farmers in the state has  observed that Kerala was yet to exploit the prospects of aquaculture. The workshop on ‘Diversification of Aquaculture Practice in Kerala: Challenges and Opportunities’ was organised by the Kerala University of Fisheries and Ocean Studies (KUFOS) with the support of Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yogana (RKVY).  It also examined that fish farmers in the state were not aware of the potentials of diversification of aquaculture practices like cage culture and integrated farming.   KUFOS Vice-Chancellor Dr B Madhusoodana Kurup inaugurated the workshop.

He said that technology should be used to strengthen the fish production. “KUFOS   will develop adequate technologies to improve the aquaculture practices in the  country, and will transfer them to the farmers”, he said.  Dr. K Gopakumar, former  Deputy Director-General, ICAR, presided over the meet. Anwar Hashim, KUFOS Governing Council member spoke at the inaugural function. Dr K S Purushan welcomed the gathering and Dr Daisy C Kappen proposed the vote of thanks.  Experts led various sessions on different topics. Scientists, fish farmers, fisheries officers, activists and students participated.

Copyright © 2012 The New Indian Express.
Karnataka: Fishermen demand separate ministry
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mangalore/Fishermen-demand-separate-ministry/articleshow/33123177.cms


The National Fish Worker's Forum has demanded creation of a separate ministry for fisheries and fishermen welfare. And the NFF is touring states during the poll season with the slogan Create separate Ministry - 'Save Fishers'. So far, NFF has toured states of Gujarat, Kerala, Tamil Nadu and Union Territories Diu and Puducherry.  The NFF is also demanding the government to accept the recommendation of Mandal commission and declare fishermen community a Scheduled Tribe. Another major demand is to sell diesel and kerosene to the fishermen at production cost without inclusion of taxes such as excise duty, service tax, sales tax and also any other invisible taxes. 

M Ilango, Chairperson of NFF, rued that fisheries was not considered on par with agriculture and there is disparity while giving loans at subsidised interest rates. Whenever waiving of loan is provided to agricultural sector at the time of Natural disaster it should also to be extended to fishermen and loan at four per cent interest rate should be given to fishermen through Nationalized Banks,'' he said. Another demand of NFF is to enact fishermen rights protection act on par with Adivasi rights protection Act. 


Ilango said that all the political parties of regional and national level are in a hurry in selecting their candidates, in preparing their election manifestos and giving assurances to the voters for ensuing Lok Sabha election. We think that it is NFF's duty to bring to the notice of the political parties the pathetic condition of fisherman community,'' he said. 

'It is sad that in the last 65 years only once in 1996 a fisherman of Bihar was offered a post of Minister of State in the Central Government. Though many ministries were bifurcated and new ministries carved out, agriculture ministry has not bifurcated and has a separate Ministry for Fisheries and Fishermen Welfare,'' he rued. 


He said based on this goal, the NFF had already submitted its memorandums to Congress leaders Sonia Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi, A K Antony, BJP leaders Rajnath Singh, Sushma Swaraj, Arun Jaitley Narendra Modi, Communist party leaders D Raja, Prakash Karat, SP leader Mulayam Singh Yadav, NCP president Sharad Pawar, Trinamool Congress leader Mamata Banerjee, BSP leader Mayawati, Tamil Nadu CM J Jayalalithaa, among others.

Copyright © 2014 Bennett, Coleman & Co. Ltd.


Goa: Sinquetim bridge: National green tribunal asks for maps
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/goa/Sinquetim-bridge-National-green-tribunal-asks-for-maps/articleshow/33039110.cms


National green tribunal (NGT) has directed the Goa coastal zone management authority (GCZMA) and public works department (PWD) to produce the requisite records with maps pertaining to the approval granted to the Sinquetim-Benaulim bridge across River Sal. The controversial bridge has been almost completed, but due to opposition and lack of adequate space for broad roads to connect the bridge on both sides, the government decided to restrict its use to pedestrians. George Barreto and other applicants had alleged in a petition filed before the Bombay high court at Goa, which was later transferred to NGT, that no environment impact assessment was done, as per the provisions of CRZ 2011 before commencing the construction work. While Barreto was on the verge of withdrawing his plea after the restriction was imposed on the use of the bridge, NGT decided to continue the hearing on its merit. The NGT's order to seek details of approvals to the bridge construction and other documents gains significance in the context of the applicant's allegation of violation of CRZ rules.

Justice V R Kingaonkar, judicial member and Ajay A Deshpande, expert member of NGT directed GCZMA and PWD to inform whether any approval had been granted for the project by the competent authority. While allowing a last chance to both agencies at the request of their counsel, NGT adjourned the matter to April 22, 2014, but pointed out that the matter would be decided in the context of available record if both parties did not respond to the directive. NGT also held that officials of both agencies may face penal consequences if they don't comply with the directives. F M Mesquita, who appeared for the respondents, informed the tribunal that the structural design of the project has not been completely changed and four-wheeler vehicles will not be allowed.

Copyright © 2014 Bennett, Coleman & Co. Ltd.
Gujarat: The Gujarat High Court canceled fishing rights of the 38 dams by auction for an annual fee of Rs 2 crore

http://week.manoramaonline.com/cgi-bin/MMOnline.dll/portal/ep/theWeekContent.do?contentId=16507515&programId=1073755753&tabId=13&categoryId=-215701
Rhetoric is rhetoric, and reality is reality, and never the twain shall meet. This seems to be the maxim of Indian politics. The people of the nation, too, have got accustomed to the swirls of rhetoric, and the whirls of reality. This time, some say, there will be change. That there is a wave. But, is the coast clear? Narendra Damodardas Modi has a lot to answer.  
The Ganga, as if she has not been polluted enough, has been witnessing a lot of muckraking these days. Taking on the challenge-and the ink and eggs-head-on, Aam Aadmi Party leader Arvind Kejriwal is contesting against Modi in Varanasi in Uttar Pradesh.

And he has been on a rat-a-tat mode against Modi and his corporate corps. Modi, who usually trained his guns on the shehzada and his shenanigans, called Kejriwal “AK-49” and accused him of being a Pakistani agent. THE WEEK did a reality check on the Gujarat Model of development and Modi's claim of clean governance. It was a grim start. In February this year, the anti-corruption bureau of the Gujarat Police arrested Kalyansingh Champawat, who allegedly has close links with the BJP, for allegedly running a government job racket in Gandhinagar.  He was arrested with Rs.1.43 crore, allegedly collected from candidates who had applied for the post of talathi-a village-level revenue officer. Sources say the average 'price' of the job was Rs.10 lakh. THE WEEK met a candidate from Viramgam village in Ahmedabad. “Two days before the exam for the post, I was asked to pay Rs.18 lakh,” he says, adding that he could not make the payment. “Candidates who had paid for the post were asked not to answer question nos.10, 25 and 37; that was the code.” 

When the issue was raised in the Assembly, Revenue Minister Anandiben Patel denied any association with Champawat, who runs an institute named Smart Training and Research Centre in Gandhinagar. The BJP's state unit also denied reports that he was a party member. THE WEEK, however, has a copy of Champawat's application for the Gandhinagar North Assembly seat during the 2012 state elections. He states that he has been the chief trainer at RSS and BJP camps. “Modi charges Rs.10 per person to listen to his speech and his aides charge Rs.10 lakh for a post of talathi,” says Gujarat Congress president Arjun Modhwadia. “This case alone exposes the fake claims that Modi makes [about employment generation].”

The Gujarat government had invited applications for 1,500 talathi posts, which offers a monthly salary of Rs.5,300. Official records say 8,40,000 applications were received in a matter of days. Gujarat Congress spokesperson Manish Doshi says, “These are the educated, unemployed people registered with the state employment exchange. At least, three times more are not registered; so the total figure will be about 30 lakh.” In fact, one of Kejriwal's primary charges against Modi has been his “lies” about low unemployment in Gujarat.  A week before the job scam broke, Prof. Hemant Shah's book Sachchai Gujarat Ki, which rips apart tall claims of the state government, was released by Suresh Hosbet, former judge of the Bombay High Court, in Ahmedabad. “During 1960-80, Gujarat's growth rate was 1.04 per cent higher than the national growth rate,” says Shah. “Though the figure rose in the subsequent years, during 2002-2012, it decreased to 1.26 per cent higher than the national growth during 2002-2012. We are actually back to days of 1960s.”

The economics professor also points to an advertisement of Mukhyamantri Amrutam scheme of the Gujarat government, which says 39 lakh families in the state are below poverty line. “So, where is the big claim of poverty alleviation under Modi?” Shah takes at a dig at Modi's claim of transparent governance, too: “The state has just three deputy information commissioners in the state, while actually eleven are needed. Thousands of RTI applications are pending.” Lack of transparency regarding the state's association with corporate giants has, in fact, been the biggest charge against Modi. The shifting of Tata Nano car project from West Bengal to Gujarat made headlines, and still continues to do so. “The kind of terms that the Gujarat government agreed to raises serious questions,” says Gautam Thakar, general secretary, People's Union for Civil Liberties, Gujarat.

Sources say 1,100 acres, reserved for a veterinary university, was allotted to the Tatas at Rs.900 per sq.m, while the market rate was Rs.10,000 per sq.m. “How and why did the Gujarat government agree to give a loan of Rs.9,570 crore to the company and that too at an atrocious interest rate of Rs..10 per cent with a moratorium of 20 years? This is ridiculous and illegal,” says Thakar. He points out that the loan amount was 4.25 times the project cost of Rs.2,200 crore. Another controversial case is allotment of 41,62,36,924sq.ft land to the Adani Group in Kutch district. The state's revenue ministry accepted that large tracts of land were given at prices ranging from Rs.1 to Rs.32 per sq.m. It, however, argued that only wasteland had been allotted to the group.

“What is shocking is that, after demarcating the allotted land into sub-plots, the Adani Group gave them to other companies, including some public sector companies, at Rs.800 to Rs.10,000 per sq.m,” alleges Modhwadia, adding that the loss to the exchequer is so huge that it cannot be calculated on normal calculators. Civil activist Mahesh Pandya alleges that the Adani Group sold land to Indian Oil Corporation at Rs.8,000 a sq.m. “There are more examples,” he says. “Why didn't the state government sell it directly to these companies, instead of helping the Adani Group earn billions?”

In Gandhinagar, the state capital, too, land was allotted to industrial groups without auction or a uniform policy. Documents of the public works and revenue departments show that K. Raheja Corp. Pvt. Ltd was allotted a plot of 3,76,561sq.m at Rs.470 per sq.m. The group had requested the district collector to allot the land for setting up an IT park, on February 15, 2006. The deal was sealed on May 8, 2006.

In contrast to the speedy allotment, the Southwest Air Command of the Indian Air Force, which had sought land from the Gujarat government on May 4, 2001, was allegedly made to go through red-tape that would leave any Indian red-faced. Eventually, after the PMO's intervention, the Air Force was given land at Rs.1,100 per sq.m-more than double the price paid by the Raheja group. The official argument, however, was that the plot given to the Raheja group was rural wasteland, while the area sought by the Air Force was urban, though both came under Gandhinagar district. Modhwadia, however, does not buy it: “This shows what kind of priorities Modi has. Allotment of land without auctioning is a complete breach of the Central Vigilance Commission's guidelines and prevailing laws.” RTI activist Karu Odedra alleges that many of the plots allotted in the name of industrial development remain untouched. “Corporate groups such as Raheja, DLF, ICICI, Satyam and Puri Foundation have not developed the land alloted to them,” he says. “They are holding the plots and waiting for price appreciation.” 

Under pressure from the opposition, which raised 17 allegations of scams, the state government appointed an inquiry commission headed by retired judge M.B. Shah on August 16, 2011. It accepted affidavits and documents from people till September 2011. “I had all the documents, but the commission wanted every single page to be notarised,” says Thakar. “I tried to find a notary for 44 days, but they were scared. On the last date for submission, I found one. When I reached the registrar of the commission to submit, he called me a Congressman and questioned my locus standi. I showed him the Constitution and the documents were accepted after a lot of effort to discourage me.”

The commission worked for a year. Activists say Justice Shah was apathetic. “For instance, the commission asked us to produce the corporates and officials concerned before it, instead of summoning them,” says Thakar. The commission submitted its interim report to the chief secretary on September 29, 2012. “The state cabinet accepted it on October 2 and, the next day, the BJP spokesperson announced it as a 'clean chit' to the government,” says Thakar. The report, however, is yet to be tabled in the Assembly. “There are many such reports, but of no use,” alleges Pandya. In 2010, Gujarat's forest ministry accepted in its reply to a starred question that the deputy conservator of forests had recorded a punishable offence by Essar Steel Company Ltd. It, however, was settled by imposing a fine of just Rs.20 lakh. 

In 2013, a Comptroller and Auditor-General's report noted that the fine was “not justifiable”. “The delay in regularization of encroached government land coupled with levy of ad-hoc penalty at lesser rates in the case of Essar Steel Company Ltd resulted in short recovery of Rs.238.50 crore.” The CAG noted other deviations from rules, too, to benefit industrial groups, including Reliance Industries Ltd. 

In Surat, a century ago, farmers had donated land to establish a seed farm, under Navsari Agriculture University. But Chhatrala (India) Hotel Group Ltd signed an MoU with Gujarat government during an investment summit to set up a Rs.500-crore, seven-star hotel in Surat. “The land marked for NAU was re-vested to the revenue department to be given to the hotel group, without concurrence of NAU,” alleges Gujarat opposition leader Shankersinh Vaghela. The principal secretary of revenue department suggested that the land be allotted at Rs.15,000 per sq.m, but the municipal corporation demanded Rs.44,000 per sq.m. The matter went to the Supreme Court, where the Gujarat government agreed to increase the price to Rs.35,000 a sq.m. “Finally, the 65,000 sq.m plot of NAU was given away for Rs.224 crore, against the market value of at least Rs.750 crore,” alleges Modhwadia. And, like many other allotments, this land, too, is yet to be developed, notes Odedra. Documents submitted to the Shah Commission show that 8,00,000 sq.m land in Surat's Hazira region was allotted to Larsen & Toubro for just Rs.1 per sq.m. “This is the most prime location in Hazira's industrial zone,” says Modhwadia. “Had the government auctioned it, the plot would have fetched thousands of crores. Giving land at Rs.1 per sq.m is like a gifting it away.” 

Another allegation of 'gifting' was the allotment of 24,0.21 hectares to Archean Chemicals Ltd and 26,746 hectares to Solaris ChemTech in the Rann of Kutch for manufacturing salt and salt-based chemicals, at just Rs.150 per hectare. Also, the allotment drew a lot of attention, as the land lay along the Indo-Pak border, and security concerns were allegedly overlooked. The CAG report also slammed the Gujarat government for irregularities in land allotments. “The prices were fixed by various committees; the norms prescribed for fixing the price of land were found to be unrealistic in some cases,” said the report. “It was also observed that these norms were not adhered to in some cases. Thus, there was no uniformity in fixing prices of lands alienated.”  Allegations are not limited to land. While the Gujarat government has a policy in place to give fishing rights of the dams only by auction, Fisheries Minister Purshottam Solanki gave 58 licences for 38 dams for an annual fee of Rs.2 crore, on first come, first served basis.  The Gujarat High Court, however, cancelled the 58 licences, and ordered fresh auctioning. They were auctioned for Rs.400 crore. The court had indicted Solanki in 2008, but he continues as a minister.  Modi's air travel, too, had come under criticism, as an RTI query in 2007 revealed that between February 24, 2003 and July 1, 2007, he had taken 100 private chartered flights. They included trips to Singapore, China, Hong Kong, Australia, Russia and Switzerland. 

“He was accompanied by top corporate officials in most of the visits. All this is suspicious,” alleges Modhwadia. Though the state government defended that the trips were made to attract foreign investment to Gujarat, the 'suspicion' is still in the air. Vaghela says the most frustrating thing is Modi's silence over such issues. “He has not spoken a word in the Assembly in the past 13 years. He has never participated in any debate over any bill, nor has he replied to any question in the Assembly. Why this silence?” That is what Gujarat's social activists and now Kejriwal and Co. have been asking, too. And Modi should know that the more he keeps quiet on reality, the more will be the 'noise' over his rhetoric.

© Copyright 2011 The Week.
Gujarat: Pakistani marines abduct 20 fishermen off Jakhau coast

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/rajkot/Pakistani-marines-abduct-20-fishermen-off-Jakhau-coast/articleshow/33007552.cms
In yet another incident, Pakistani security agencies abducted 20 fishermen off Jakhau coast in Kutch on Saturday night. The incident came into light on Sunday. According to Manish Lodhari, president, Gujarat Fishermen Association, the fishermen were fishing in Indian waters off Jakhau coast when the Pakistan Maritime Security Agency personnel crossed the international border and abducted 20 fishermen along with three boats. The boats which were abducted are Rameshwari, Keyur-Sagar and Prahalad.

"The boats were from Vanakbara on Saurashtra coast. All had gone for fishing from Okha," said Lodhari. This is the four instance of Gujarat's fishermen being abducted by Pakistan marine security in the last one year. Earlier in February, Pakistan marine had abducted 30 fishermen with their five boats. All the boats were from Porbandar and fishermen were from different towns of coastal Saurashtra. Moreover, a fisherman from Gujarat was shot dead and 30 others were kidnapped last year by Pakistan security agency. Fisherman Naran Sosa, a resident of Sarkhadi village in Kodinar taluka of Gir-Somnath district, died on the spot. Pakistan also kidnapped 40 fishermen from off Jakhau coast in October last year when they were fishing in international water. Abduction of fishermen results in major economic loss to fishermen as Pakistan has not released the boats which were confiscated since 2002, said Lodhari, adding over 400 fishermen are lodged in Pakistani jails.

Copyright © 2014 Bennett, Coleman & Co. Ltd.
India: WorldFish: PHL must diversify aquaculture sector for growth

http://www.businessmirror.com.ph/index.php/en/business/agri-commodities/29780-worldfish-phl-must-diversify-aquaculture-sector-for-growth
OFFICIALS of the group WorldFish, a member of the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR), the Philippines should encourage families dependent on aquatic agriculture production to add value to traditional livelihood by complimenting this with diverse sources of nonfarm income. This could further enhance the Philippines’s food security, according to Neil Andrew, WorldFish regional director for the Pacific. 
As “many Philippine fish varieties are overcaught” and with fisheries increasingly becoming more a global commodity, part of the effort on stock and production improvement should also consider the diversity of the aquatic-based natural resources, Andrew said in a forum on Thursday. Andrew heads WorldFish’s “socio-ecological resilience and adaptive capacity” program that the international organization aims to implement in Leyte and areas affected by Supertyphoon Yolanda (international code name Haiyan). According to documents he provided on March 28, the program “will seek to understand and improve the aquatic agricultural systems in the Philippines by engaging actual communities as co-researchers.”

“Our assistance focuses on new technology for aquaculture, and the introduction of new varieties of fish for food and commercial uses,” Andrew told reporters. Formally called as aquatic agricultural systems (AAS) of the CGIAR, “the program aims to improve the lives of 840,000 poor and vulnerable users of aquatic agricultural systems in the next 10 years, by identifying ways in improving fish stock and other natural resources in the areas,” Andrew added. A participatory research, the project will be implemented in five barangays in four regions in the country. Andrew added agricultural workers will be taught technology and skills and given training on processing products from aquatic resources. Meanwhile, in the Agriculture Action Plan 2013-2015 published last year, the World Bank (WB) summarized critical challenges facing the global food and agriculture sector from the expected population of 9 billion by 2050, with fisheries and aquaculture expected to address bulk of the problem. 
“Especially with rapidly expanding aquaculture production around the world, there is a large potential of further and rapid increases in fish supply—an important source of animal protein for human consumption,” according to the WB. The international bank also said that during the last three decades, “captured fisheries production increased from 69 million to 93 million tons; during the same time, world aquaculture production increased from 5 million to 63 million tons,” the WB said, citing data from the Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO). 
Globally, fish currently represents about 16.6 percent of animal protein supply and 6.5 percent of all protein for human consumption, the FAO data revealed. The FAO report added that fish is usually low in saturated fats, carbohydrates, and cholesterol and provides not only high-value protein, but also a wide range of essential micronutrients, including various vitamins, minerals and polyunsaturated Omega-3 fatty acids. “Even in small quantities, provision of fish can be effective in addressing food and nutritional security among the poor and vulnerable populations around the globe,” the FAO report said.

In some parts of the world and for certain species, FAO warned, aquaculture has expanded at the expense of natural environment, citing shrimp aquaculture and mangrove cover, as examples, including under technology with high input requirements from capture fisheries such as for fishmeal production. The UN body however said, that some aquaculture can produce fish efficiently with low no direct input, such as the bivalve species like oysters, mussels, clams and scallops, which can be grown without artificial feeding, feeding instead on materials that occur naturally in their culture environment in the seas and lagoons.

Copyright © 2014 BusinessMirror.

Nepal: Catch and release fishing competition held in Begnas
http://www.myrepublica.com/portal/index.php?action=news_details&news_id=71899
Shailesh Rayamajhi was happy like never before on Saturday. Though fishing was something he had been doing since young age, the competition on Begnas Lake that was by far an exhilarating experience and more so when he could catch the weightiest of the fish and free them again. Rayamajhi was one of the 13 participants in the fishing competition organized by Pokhara Anglers Club. The club established two years ago with an aim to discourage illegal fishing and promote it rather as a healthy sport had organized such a competition for the first time on Saturday. 

“Illegal fishing is common here and we wanted to discourage such culture,” said Balkrishna Gurung, president of the club. “We aim to promote fishing as sport. And equally importantly, we believe we can contribute to conserve rare fish varieties that are on the verge of extinction,” he added. The participants are allowed the catch fish using nets but they have to free the fish in the water immediately. "We don´t harm the fish,” stressed Gurung who played key role in establishing the club. The competition on Saturday started at 9 am and concluded at 2 pm. According to Gurung, they had to struggle hard to register the club because there is no other such club in existence in Nepal. He also claimed that the competition held on Saturday was also first of its kind in Nepal. Pokhara, which has several beautiful lakes and ponds holds great potential to develop this kind of fishing as sport and lure more tourists, both domestic and foreign, to the city, according to participants.
Copyright © Nepal Republic Media Pvt. Ltd. 2008-14.
Pakistan: Gizri, Korangi creeks narrowed with land reclamation by DHA: report
http://www.dawn.com/news/1097617/gizri-korangi-creeks-narrowed-with-land-reclamation-by-dha-report
A report identifies the Indus Delta, Damb, Pasni, Gwadar and Jiwani as major areas where coastal erosion is fast taking place, mainly due to damming of water upstream and unplanned fish harbours. It criticises the Defence Housing Authority (DHA), which, has undertaken development projects without considering the consequences on the coastal morphology and possible adverse impacts on the sensitive ecology of the area.

The document, Coastal Erosion in Pakistan: A National Assessment Report, has recently been finalised by experts under a United Nations Environment Programme project, ‘Strengthening the resilience of coastal communities, ecosystems and economies to sea-level rise and coastal erosion’. The project financed by the Mangroves for the Future initiative is being implemented with the help of the International Union for Conservation of Nature. The World Wide Fund for Nature-Pakistan helped in the report’s preparation.

Highlighting natural factors causing coastal erosion, the report says Pakistan’s coastline being the boundary of the Arabian Sea is under the direct influence of oceanic forces that have severe bearings on the coast. One of the major forces, the report says, is the monsoon weather system that develops due to a differential heating regime. The differential heating between the Arabian Sea and the surrounding land masses as a result of seasonal movement of the sun causes a north-south pressure gradient that drives the seasonally reversing (monsoon) winds over the North Indian Ocean. Tectonic activities, according to the report, especially along the Balochistan coast also contribute to coastal erosion. “In Pakistan erosion is a natural phenomenon as the coast changes it position season to season. However, due to human interventions, erosion of coast at populated areas has been evident,” it says. On human factors, the report highlights various unplanned developments along the coast; this includes the power generation plant (Hubco) located in Kund, Balochistan, which releases coolant water into the Hub river. This process has been eroding the sand, the natural barriers, from the mouth of the river since the plant’s establishment in the early 1990s.

In the Gadani coastal area, a ship-breaking industry has been in existence by beaching various types and sizes of ships perpendicular to the coast. The beaching of ship hinders the sediment transport and causes erosion at the area for the period until the ship is dismantled. “As a result of development of the fish harbour at Gadani, Balochistan, the water circulation dynamics has been changed and, subsequently, the beach behavior from a stabilised to an eroding beach. The erosion in the area is so severe that seawater is frequently inundating the coastal settlements,” it says.

The construction of a fish harbour in Damb located at the bank of Miani Hor lagoon in Balochistan has resulted in massive erosion causing huge losses to property of fishing communities. Although the fish harbour could not be completed due to erosion around the village and accretion within the harbour basin the abandoned structure is still causing a severe loss of sediments from the populated area of Damb village, the report says.

A similar type of erosion has taken place at Pasni, where a fish harbour was constructed in 1988 that resulted in obstruction to the long-shore current. The stoppage of sediment movement towards Shadi Khore has caused erosion in Pasni and seawater is frequently flooding Pasni town. The situation, the report says, is no different in Gwadar and Jiwani, parts of Balochistan. The erosion at east and west to the Gwadar headland has been evident due to unplanned construction of fish harbours at Pishukan that is creating hindrance in the sediment movement towards Gwadar East bay causing deficiency of sediment. The main road along the East bay coast is being eroded at many places along the coast resulting in the need for continuous road repairs.

In Jiwani, the construction of the breakwater wall is causing massive erosion at the eastern part of Jiwani town. The breakwater that was constructed to give sheltered area has, in fact, created refracted waves from the breakwater wall. On Karachi, the report says, the DHA under its Waterfront Development Project intruded 300 metres seaward into deep water and about seven kilometres along Clifton beach. The reclamation hindered the littoral transport along the coast and deposition of sediment during the monsoon. Consequently, Clifton beach has turned into a dangerous beach due to erosion of the intertidal zone and annually there is some human casualty at Clifton beach. What was low-lying intertidal zone 20 years ago has now been turned into expensive residential areas by the DHA, it says. Hence, Gizri creek and Korangi creek have been narrowed with the reclamation for real estate development. “Even the area which faces the open sea has been encroached by construction of dyke for reclaiming the land. Since development is relatively new, no significant erosion is witnessed but there are areas that are facing erosion problems. The Bundal Island and its environment are facing severe erosion and sediments are moving towards Korangi creek channel to fill it up. Erosion in the west of Karachi harbour at Kakapir is also observed,” it says.

The report also takes note of the havoc played by sea intrusion and the Left Bank Outfall Drain. Damming of the water upstream has reduced river discharge and owing to ingress of high energy waves, erosion activities are amplified manifold resulting in seawater inundation during storm surges or cyclonic activities in the area.

“The erosion in the delta is so massive that in some places, local communities had to migrate. The localities that are facing erosion in the Indus Delta are Shah Bundar, Jati, Kharo Chann in Sujawal district and Keti Bundar, Ghorabari in Thatta district. Massive levels of erosion are also taking place in Badin district as a result of the Tidal Link Drain linking the LBOD with the Indus Delta Creek for draining the water,” it says. The report calls for a coastal management plan and plantation of mangroves in areas receiving seasonal flow of freshwater. “If the coastal zone is managed in a scientific manner by conducting hydrodynamic surveys before embarking upon any coastal project or a project which has influence on the coast then it will become a coastal area with socio-economic value,” it concludes.
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Sri Lanka: Sri Lanka to host Fisheries CONFAB in Sri Lanka 
http://www.news.lk/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=206:sri-lanka-to-host-fisheries-confab-in-sri-lanka&Itemid=355
Eighteenth Session of the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC) of the Food and Agriculture Organization will be held in Colombo from 01st to 05th June 2014. The Meeting is held in Sri Lanka on the initiative of Dr Rajitha Senaratne, Minister of 
Fisheries and Aquatic Resource Development. This is the second time Sri Lanka is hosting the event, the first being in 2011. IOTC is an intergovernmental organization established under Article 14 of the FAO constitution. It is mandated to manage tuna and tuna-like species in the Indian Ocean. The meeting will be attended by over 250 delegates and Observers from over 40 countries in the Indian Ocean Region and beyond. Representatives from major Distant Water Fishing Nations such as EU, Japan, Korea, France, Taiwan, and China will also attend the meeting.

 The objective of the Commission is to promote cooperation among its Members with a view to ensuring, through appropriate management, the conservation and optimum utilization of tuna stocks and encouraging sustainable development of fisheries based on them. Membership of IOTC is open to Indian Ocean coastal countries and to countries or regional economic integration organizations which are members of the United Nations, or one of its specialized agencies and are fishing for tuna in the Indian Ocean.

 Current Membership of 31 includes Australia, Belize, China, Comoros, Eritrea, European Community, France, Guinea, India, Indonesia, Iran, Japan, Kenya, Korea, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mauritius, Mozambique, Oman, Pakistan, Philippines, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Tanzania, Thailand, United Kingdom, Vanuatu and Yemen. Cooperating Non-Contracting Parties which has no voting right includes Senegal, South Africa and Uruguay.Sri Lanka has been actively involved in the tuna resource management activities for over half a century, from the time of the Establishment of the Indian Ocean Fishery Commission (IOFC) for the Management of Indian Ocean Tuna in 1968. Sri Lanka further strengthened its involvement in tuna management and scientific data collection with the shifting of the Indo-Pacific Tuna Project (IPTP) of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) from the Philippines to Colombo in 1982. Sri Lanka hosted the Project, with the Project Office located in the building of the National Aquatic Resources Agency (NARA), untill it was wound up in 1990. Sri Lanka joined IOTC soon after the Draft Agreement for the Establishment of the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission was adopted by FAO in 1993, thus becoming a founder Member of IOTC by joining it in 1994.

Copyright © 2014 Department of Government Information.


Sri Lanka: Jaffna fishermen say they are sidelined; Ministry denies
http://www.nation.lk/edition/breaking-news/item/27765-jaffna-fishermen-say-they-are-sidelined-ministry-denies.html#sthash.R8H051SX.dpuf
The Government denied allegations by Jaffna fishermen that they were not represented adequately at the Indo-Lanka fisheries talks. President of the Jaffna Peninsula Federation of Fishermen's Societies (JPFFS), A. Emiliyampillai told The Nation that they were not consulted or represented at the discussions with Indian fisheries officials. “We have on several occasions conveyed our concerns to the local authorities. But we are yet to get a proper response," he said. Officials from the Ministry of Fisheries however, denied the allegations leveled by Jaffna fishermen. Responding to the allegations, Media Secretary to the Ministry of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources, Narendra Rajapaksha said the major fisheries associations and leaders have been approached from Jaffna and Mullaitivu. “These organizations do know the problems fishermen from the villages face and speak for them,” he said speaking to The Nation.

Bangladesh: River Commission powerless: Experts

http://www.thedailystar.net/river-commission-powerless-experts-18003
The River Commission does not have any power to save rivers and other water bodies from pollution and encroachment, said speakers at a programme yesterday. Formed last year, the commission can only make recommendations, nothing else, they said at a seminar on endangered state of rivers, wetlands and other water bodies, and the role of civil society in the Cirdap auditorium of the capital yesterday. Despite having good laws and specific judicial orders to stop encroachment and pollution of rivers and wetlands, the failure of the executive branch of the government to stop pollution of the rivers around Dhaka city has affected around five million people, who have been using polluted water, the experts said. Advocate Syeda Rizwana Hasan, chief executive of Bangladesh Environment Lawyers' Association, moderated the seminar jointly organised by Water Rights Forum and the Association for Land Rights and Development (ALRD).  


Prof M Shajahan Mandal and Advocate Sayeed Ahmed Kabir presented two papers on pollution of Dhaka city rivers and other water bodies, and related legislatures.
Rivers flowing around Dhaka city -- the Buriganga, Balu, Turag and Shitalakkhya -- are biologically dead as around 7,000 industrial units have been discharging around 150 crore litres of liquid waste into those, they said.  There are over 7,154 individuals and organisations, who illegally encroached on rivers and canals in and around the capital.  
Rizwana Hasan said the environment related laws could not be implemented due to a lack of political will.  The government and people's representatives have a significant role to play here, she said, adding that the lack of accountability would put good governance at risk as well.


Columnist Syed Abul Maksud said the grabbers are the rich and powerful quarters of the society, who are influencing the officials of government agencies. It seems the state has been protecting the grabbers due to their political identities, he added.  M Inamul Haque, former director general of Water Resource Planning Organisation, suggested decentralisation of water management.  Shamsul Huda, executive director of ALRD, asked for more transparency and accountability in water management. 

@2014 thedailystar.net.
Myanmar:  Burma Bans Foreign Fishing Boats From Its Waters
http://www.irrawaddy.org/business/burma-bans-foreign-fishing-boats-waters.html
Burma has banned foreign fishing vessels from its waters as of the beginning of April amid concerns about overfishing, an official from the Myanmar Fishery Federation (MFF) said. “Fish and other marine resources in our waters were declining. So [Burma] banned foreign fishing boats from fishing in our waters to prevent that,” said Han Tun, MFF vice chairman told The Irrawaddy. He said that large Burmese fishing companies would also reduce their fishing  operations at sea by 35 percent during April and May—the reproductive season for many marine species—to allow fish stocks to replenish.

Foreign fishing boats have been allowed to purchase permits to fish in Burmese waters since 1989. In the 2013-14 fiscal year—which came to an end earlier this week—around 40 foreign fishing boats were operating, according to MFF. Maung Maung Soe, chairman of the Yangon branch of the Myanmar Marine Fisheries Association, said the government’s ban on foreign boats was a long time coming, as the local fishing industry has been lobbying for a ban for a decade. He estimated that the government earned about US$12 million during the last fiscal year from selling fishing permits to foreign boats, but said the true scale of fishing by foreign boats was unknown. “No one knows how many foreign fishing boats are actually fishing in our waters, how much they have caught and also to what extent marine resources have been destroyed. Even the government doesn’t know,” he said.

Zaw Tin Moe, secretary of Fish Federation in Irrawaddy Division’s Latputtar District, welcomed the ban. “It’s really a relief for local fishermen,” he said, estimating that foreign boats catch as much as 100 times as much fish as local fishers, who usually operate on a much smaller scale.

“Local fishermen are just using traditional methods while foreign fishing boats are huge commercial operations,” he said. However, Kyi Ngwe, a fisherman also from Irrawaddy Division, said that as well as large foreign fishing boats, large Burmese companies’ fishing operations are a threat to the livelihoods of small-scale fishers. “The prohibition in our waters will not affect us because even though there will be no foreign fishing vessels, there are big fishing boats from local big companies,” Kyi Ngwe said. “I also don’t think it will be implemented fully.”

He said that fish stocks in the seas off the coasts of Irrawaddy Division had been declining significantly year by year for the past five years due to increased large-scale, modern fishing operations, which catch huge quantities of fish at a time and cause damage to the seabed.
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Myanmar: Myanmar’s Energy Sector: Inviting The World To Its Shore – Analysis
http://www.eurasiareview.com/03042014-myanmars-energy-sector-inviting-the-world-to-its-shore-analysis/
In a bid to bolster the country’s efforts to open up to the world, Myanmar, on March 26, invited 13 oil companies from all over the world to operate in oil and gas explorations in 20 offshore blocs off the coast of Myanmar in the Bay of Bengal, Moattama gulf and the Tanintharyi Basin. Ten of these are shallow water drilling projects, and the rest, deepwater drilling projects. In April 2013, the government of Myanmar had floated the tender for 30 offshore blocs and pre-approved 60 proposals in July 2013. The recent announcement comes at a critical time when the country is somewhat successfully delivering on its ASEAN Chairmanship, gradually drifting towards federalism as a founding basis of Myanmar as a nation-state, and emerging as one of the important investment destinations in Southeast Asia.

Significance of the announcement: First, these concessions expand the scope for major market players to enter Myanmar’s energy sector. Major international oil businesses – Total, Royal Dutch Shell, Chevron, Unocal, ConocoPhillips, and Reliance Industries, among others – will participate in exploration and production operations. While previous explorations and marketing were confined primarily to Asian oil companies, these new concessions involve major oil businesses from the West. This will give a much-needed boost to Myanmar’s international attractiveness and its investment climate.
Second, the consequent entry of major market players would bring in investment and technology – two components important for the development of Myanmar’s negligible infrastructure and overall economy. With the prediction of 6-7 per cent growth in annual GDP in the short to medium term, such inflow of FDI and advanced technology may give a major boost to Myanmar’s economy, and the modernisation of its port infrastructure. This can further help its developing the country’s coastal areas as business hubs. In 2013 alone, Myanmar received over $4 billion investment, with a bulk of it flowing primarily from Asian businesses in real estate, construction and energy infrastructure.

Third, this will give a major boost to both the upstream and downstream industries along the country’s coastline. The development of industries along the coast may lead to the modernisation of the southern cities, further integrating Myanmar with the globalised world. Fourth, this will accelerate the much –needed financial and banking sector reforms in Myanmar. Though Myanmar’s financial sector has seen some improvements over the past two years, it still remains rudimentary and underequipped. The financial regulatory system too needs to be developed. In December 2013, Myanmar decided to allow foreign banks to set-up fully owned subsidiaries following the visit of Christine Lagarde, Managing Director, International Monetary Fund; and several Asian banks have since opened their representative offices in the country. The entry of global businesses has tempted global finances and microfinance companies, such as MasterCard to enter the local market.

Finally, the entry of international corporations and associated economic reforms indicates the end of Myanmar’s international isolation, and helps its leaders project the country as a regular nation-state. The involvement of oil companies as a result of March announcement is going to boost Myanmar’s normalisation and speed up the process of the country’s continued integration with the international business.

However, there is a danger of locals not benefiting from this development. Myanmar learn from the Indonesian experience in its resource-rich Aceh and West Papua, which experienced decades-long instability and insurgency. Some of Myanmar’s oil-rich areas – namely the Rakhine and Tanintharyin basins – have witnessed turbulence for a long time. Naypyidaw has to ensure that the entry of big businesses in the troubled regions does not fuel the rise of resource nationalism and/or greater local resentment against the developmental policies.

India in Myanmar’s Energy Sector

India’s presence was established at beginning of this century with the state-owned Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) entering the Myanmarese market. Subsequently, two other public sector companies – Oil India Limited (OIL)and Gas Authority of India Limited – tried to enter the market somewhat unsuccessfully. These initial ventures did not go far, with both ONGC Videsh and GAIL losing the marketing rights to Chinese companies. India made its first private sector entry into Myanmar’s energy market when Essar Oil Limited bought exploration and production rights in two blocs in Rakhine province.

India has since seen a continued expansion of its foray into Myanmar’s energy market – with the public and private sector entering both as solo players and in joint ventures. The recent announcement has further ensconced India’s presence in Myanmar’s energy sector. Among the Asian companies, four Indian companies – OIL, Mercator, Oilmax, and Reliance Industries – bagged exploration and production rights for four oil blocs [M-4, M-17 and M-18 and Yetagun East Bloc (YEB)] off the gulf of Moattama in the southern peninsular Myanmar. India’s two public sector oil companies – ONGC Videsh and OIL – had bid for three blocs each, with the former winning none. Essar Oil and ONGC Videsh have already been undertaking exploration operations in the country. According to the conditions put forth by Myanmar, these Indian companies will have to partner with the local Myanmarese companies in their operations.

The new concessions may prove beneficial to India for three reasons: All of them involve shallow water drilling and therefore are less expensive and relatively safer. They are the most developed and explored oil blocs in the country and have been in use. Second, if India wins the marketing rights of gas from these blocs, oil and gas could be directly shipped to its southern ports, such as Vishakhapatnam and Chennai. These blocs are close to Dawei deep seaport that Thailand is developing into a mega transport hub, thereby further integrating Indian and ASEAN businesses. Third, India could avoid third-party negotiations problems that it faced in the case of the India-Bangladesh-Myanmar pipeline.

Conclusion

Myanmar is trying to balance the presence of Western and Asian energy companies to widen the FDI sources and to generate a good image for the country in the West. Simultaneously, Naypyidaw has, by making it mandatory for the foreign oil firms to partner with local businesses, ensured some level of boost to local capacity-building. Such a strategy would introduce greater transparency and aid in the country’s liberalisation process.

Maldives: Fisheries minister reveals details of fishermen’s allowance
http://minivannews.com/politics/fisheries-minister-reveals-details-of-fishermens-allowance-81249
The Ministry of Fisheries and Agriculture has compiled procedures under which fishermen can apply for the government’s scheme for an allowance of MVR10,000 (USD 649) for fishermen during lean months. Provision of MVR10,000 to fishermen ‘regardless of catch’ was a campaign pledge of the ruling Progressive Party of Maldives (PPM) during the 2013 presidential elections. Speaking at a press conference held on Sunday, Minister of Fisheries and Agriculture Dr Mohamed Shainee stated that the scheme will commence from Tuesday, April 1.

“The objective of this scheme is to further aid the fisheries industry to become a main pillar in strengthening the country’s economy. We are trying to give support and assurance to fishermen that they can maintain their careers in fishing,” Shainee stated. “More than a form of social protection, this scheme is more a means to further develop the fisheries industry economically. Through this scheme, we are assuring an income for the fishermen”. The minister stated that only tuna and yellowfin tuna fishermen are eligible to participate in the scheme during its initial stages. “However, we are at the moment unable to include other forms as we do not have the statistics on how much they generally earn. Nevertheless, other fishermen will also be able to participate in the scheme,” Shainee added. Under the newly comprised procedures, the ministry categorised tuna and yellow fin tuna fishing vessels into three categories: vessels smaller than 45 feet in length, vessels between 45 and 65 feet in length, and vessels larger than 65 feet in length. 

Under the scheme, fishermen working on vessels smaller than 45 feet in length are to get an allowance of MVR3500 (US$227) in return for a monthly premium of MVR350 (US$23) paid to the state. Fishermen working on vessels between 45 and 65 feet in size are eligible to receive an allowance of MVR5000 (US$324), while needing to pay a monthly premium of MVR400 (US$26). Those working on larger vessels – over 65 feet in length – will be given the full allowance of MVR10,000 (US$649), and are required to pay a premium of MVR500 (US$32). The premium fees are to be paid up front for a year in order to participate in the scheme. The minister stated that the government is working to arrange the receipt of payments through island councils. “As over 90 percent of Maldivian fishermen work in vessels of over 65 feet in size, we have targeted the full amount of MVR 10,000 for them,” Shainee told press today. “However, this government has not neglected any fisherman. By this I mean that, although our pledge says MVR10,000 for fishermen on all lean months, we have made the scheme inclusive of even the remaining 10 percent of fishermen,” Shainee explained. Minister Shainee expressed confidence that the scheme would encourage fishermen to engage in fishing even during the lean months. It was further revealed that discussions are currently being held to hand over the management of the scheme to the National Social Protection Agency. It was noted that 722 fishing vessels are currently in the state registry, while 11,894 fishermen are registered as working on these vessels – only 5 percent of them are listed as working on vessels less than 45 feet in length.

According to the ministry, over 80 percent of the registered fishermen work on vessels larger than 65 feet in length. In a previous interview with Minivan News, Dr Shainee had noted that encouraging fishermen to use for economically sized vessels would improve the industry’s profitability. On Saturday, President Abdulla Yameen revealed at a political rally that application forms for the scheme will be available from April 1 onwards. He further stated that the allowance will be released to fishermen before the end of May. Yameen further revealed that discussions are being held between the State Trading Organisation (STO) and the Indian government to arrange the supply of petroleum products at a lower price.

Minivan News  ©  2014

Disclaimer  

The materials comprising the DC News Alerts are provided by the Documentation Centre of International Collective in Support of Fishworkers (ICSF) Trust, as a service to its readers and users of its website on an "as-is, as-available" basis for informational purposes only. ICSF assumes no responsibility for any errors or omissions in these Alerts or in the materials they contain. The opinions and positions expressed in these stories are those of the authors/sources concerned and do not necessarily represent the official views of ICSF.  This message has been received through email from ICSF DC.  
Page 28

