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Manipur: ALLAFUM flays ICMR official statement
http://e-pao.net/GP.asp?src=17..160414.apr14
The All Loktak Lake Areas Fishermen's Union Manipur (ALLAFUM) expressed serious concern regarding the public statement made by Dr Ningthoujam Yaima Singh, Deputy Director, ICMR, Governemnt of India during an election related public meeting at Thanga, Haoreng Chingyang Community Hall on April 14 . ALLAFUM said the Union as a registered trade Union member is never involved nor related to any political party. "All allegations made by Dr.N.Yaima are directly challenging the rights and dignity of the Loktak Lake fishermen and its dependents. In the public meeting, Dr..NYaima had repeatedly said that the ALLAFUM and its members will be booked under the NSA and sent to jail because ALLAFUM is working against the government by giving the wrong information regarding the Manipur Loktak Lake (Protection) Act, 2006 (MLLPA) and its rules and regulation," said ALLAFUM.

ALLAFUM then questions Dr..YYaima whether he is a magistrate, a judge, an administrator or a legal expert to book fishermen under NSA and sent to jail. " If yes, we urge you to kindly refrain yourself from political public speaking in such election campaigns or under any political party for you are aware of the election code of conduct. "The Manipur Loktak Lake Protection Act (MLLPA) does not recognize fishermen's rights and indigenous traditional knowledge and culture in preserving and conserving the Loktak Lake and its surrounding wetlands. But they are branded as "Occupiers" in section 2(g) of MLLPA", ALLAFUM said and appealed the state government to substitute "Occupiers" by the word "Fishermen" .Section 31- "Right to fisheries" should be substituted by "Right of Fishermen".

Section 3 divided the Loktak Lake into two as core zone and buffer zone. Core zone is defined as non-development zone or totally protecte zone but within core zone we have three revenue villages namely Thanga Khunjao, Ithing and Karang. "It is worth mentioning that Dr.Yaima is a voter of Thanga assembly constituency. The first amendment, 2007did nothing for the Loktak Lake fishermen but only adding four MLAs.

In the second amendment, 2011, section 19(ii) is deleted and insert 31A Right to fishing "Subject to the provisions contended in this Act, a fishermen shall have the right to fishing in the Loktak Lake in the manner as may be prescribe". Prescribe as define in the section 2(i) "means prescribe by rules made under this act. As per the Manipur Loktak Lake (Protection) Rules 2008, Section 3 "Any person of institution or society or trust or organization, who wishes to obtain any lake resources for commercial purpose and/or seek to utilize the facilities of the authority for any research or any other purpose shall apply to the project director for giving such lake resource or utilizing such facilities as may be provided by the authorities on payment of such fees as may be determined by the authority".

As MLLPA and its rules prevent the Loktak Lake fundamental rights enshrine by the constitution of India. Therefore, ALLAFUM have written representation to hon'ble president of India, Prime Minister of India, Chairperson National advisory council and MPs to repeal the MLLPA," the fishermen body said. ALLAFUM demanded that Dr..NYaima Singh to produce white papers to the Loktak Lake fishermen and its dependents within three days' times regarding the allegations against ALLAFUM and fishermen at the political public meeting at Thanga Haoreng Chingyang Hall and other political public meetings in and around the Loktak Lake. Failing which, any action taken up by Loktak Lake fishermen folks and its dependents will not be held responsible by the ALLAFUM.
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West Bengal: Sundarbans gets Coast Guard station
http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/sundarbans-gets-coast-guard-station-114041400713_1.html
To provide coastal security in the sea areas off the islands of Sundarban, a new Indian Coast Guard (ICG) station was today commissioned at Frazerganj. Two hovercraft will operate from the forward operating base in South 24-Parganas district and ensure regular surveillance of the international maritime boundary and the adjoining shallow water area, officials said. Various maritime operations like anti-poaching, search and rescue, pollution response and anti-piracy will also be the mandate of the new Coast Guard station, ICG sources said. It will coordinate with the state administration, police, customs, fisheries, forest department and other agencies including local fishermen to achieve an effective surveillance and security network, they said. Sundarbans, a UNESCO World Heritage site, is an archipelago of 54 islands famous for housing mangrove forests and the Royal Bengal Tiger. On the south of the delta lies the Bay of Bengal and international maritime boundaries. 

Financial Advisor (Defence Services) Arunava Dutt said the ICG has been maintaining a high state of vigil off the West Bengal coast. It has saved human lives during search and rescue operations and aided the state administration during cyclones, floods and other natural calamities. He praised the key role played by the service in protection and preservation of maritime environment and endangered species. Commander Coast Guard Inspector General K C Pande stressed the need for maintaining continuous vigil on this strategically important maritime zone. He said Coast Guard has initiated several far-reaching measures to augment force levels and manpower to meet existing and future maritime challenges. Commandant Rajendra Swaroop has been appointed Commanding Officer of ICGS Frazerganj.
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Odisha: Give us land rights, Mahakalpada fishermen says
http://zeenews.india.com/news/general-elections-2014/bengali-settlers-hold-the-key-in-mahakalpada_924626.html
Over 30,000 Bengali settlers at Mahakalpada Assembly constituency in Odisha could well become the determining factor for the ruling BJD in winning the seat this time. The election scenario in the constituency, which was held by BJD has changed for the first time in 14 years due to the entry of BJP candidate Bijoy Mohapatra, a four-time MLA from neighbouring Patkura and a prominent non-Congress leader of the state. 
Mohapatra, who is an erstwhile close aide of former Chief Minister Biju Patnaik, has apparently secured voters' support in the constituency's Marshaghai block, where BJD earlier used to get the maximum vote. He has sizeable support from voters in about 18 of the total 41 panchayats in the assembly segment and is mostly banking on non-Bengali votes. Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik, who is the younger son of Biju Patnaik, is not taking the fight at Mahakalpada lightly and has already campaigned twice for his party candidate Atanu S Nayak, the sitting Mahakalpada MLA. 

He is likely to hold yet another rally in the area before the second phase of election scheduled on April 17. The party is using Arabinda Dhali, the lone Bengali MLA in the assembly, to motivate the Bengali supporters in favour of BJD. For the Bengali settlers it is the record of rights of their land over which they have been staying for decades since creation of Bangladesh which will be the clincher. "Though we have possession over land, most of the Bengalis have no record of rights. Therefore, we could not get domicile certificates," said Babuli Biswas of Kharnasi village, which is on the sea.
	


Most of the settlers are fishermen and have acquired large tracts of land.
'Amader jamir adhikar din, sankha chine botam chipbo (Give us land rights, we will press the button on the conch symbol)' was the common refrain in Ramnagar area when Patnaik landed there to campaign for Nayak on Sunday. The conch is the symbol of ruling BJD.  
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Andhra Pradesh: Fishing ban triggers migration
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Vijayawada/fishing-ban-triggers-migration/article5916223.ece
Over 6,000 fishermen search for alternative livelihood. Thousands of families in Krishna district engaged in fishing activity have begun migrating in search of alternative means of livelihood as the 45-day fishing ban on the east coast came into force from the midnight of April 14.

According to the Department of Fisheries, over 750 country-made boats as well as 95 mechanised boats have been anchored at the Machilipatnam Fishing Harbour, literally putting an end to regular fishing activity in the Bay of Bengal. The ban will be lifted on May 31. Over 6,000 fishermen including crew members who operate the boats are ‘jobless’ owing to the marine fish-conservation initiative taken by the fisheries authorities.

“The best we can do is promise the release of 30 kg rice a month to each family engaged in fishing and affected by the ban,” Fisheries Department Deputy Director T. Kalyanam told The Hindu.
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Tamil Nadu: Round II of Fishermen Talks to Begin in Lanka on May 12
http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil_nadu/Round-II-of-Fishermen-Talks-to-Begin-in-Lanka-on-May-12/2014/04/15/article2169036.ece#.U0334qJQrU0
Taking the dialogue process forward, the Tamil Nadu government on Monday announced that the second round of talks between the representatives of fishermen communities in the State and Sri Lanka will be held on May 12 and 13 in Colombo. The announcement follows the release of 98 fishermen of Tamil Nadu and their 23 boats by Lankan authorities. The island nation’s government took steps to release the fishermen and their vessels due to the firm stand taken by Chief Minister J Jayalalithaa on the issue. In his letter to the External Affairs Ministry on Monday, Fisheries Secretary S Vijaykumar said the next round of talks could be held on May 12 and 13 in Colombo as was indicated by the Lankan government to the Centre.

He said the Tamil Nadu delegation would be accompanied by top officials, including the Director and Additional Director of Fisheries and himself. The Fisheries Secretary also said the list of fishermen representatives from Tamil Nadu would be the same as those who had participated in the talks held on January 27, which included a delegate from Puducherry. The agenda for the proposed talks had already been communicated to the Centre. The first round of talks between the fishermen representatives of Lanka and Tamil Nadu was held on January 27 in Chennai and it was decided to continue the dialogue process to resolve the issues amicably.

The first round of talks between the Indian fishermen and their Sri Lankan counterparts had completed with both the sides accepting to honour their end of the deal. However, the discussions were put off after a series of fishermen arrests by SL navy. Following the arrest of more than a hundred fishermen from Tamil Nadu and the confiscation of their vessels, the Chief Minister had written to Prime Minister Manmohan Singh saying that the next round of talks in Colombo on March 13 could not take place unless all the arrested fishermen and their vessels were released. On March 13, during her election campaign at Kangeyam, the Chief Minister reiterated her stand on this issue and Lanka released 116 fishermen and 26 boats on March 12 and 24 fishermen and five boats on March 13. Similarly, on March 14, Lanka released 32 fishermen and eight boats. Later, the State government fixed March 25 as the date for next round of talks. But again, the Lankan Navy took into custody a large number of fishermen on March 19 forcing the Chief Minister to dash off a strong letter to the Prime Minister categorically stating that the next round of talks would not be held unless all the fishermen arrested by the Lankan Navy were set free. Once again, Lanka released the Tamil Nadu fishermen and their vessels. Now, the State government has agreed to hold the talks on May 12 and 13 at Colombo.
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Tamil Nadu: 45-day ban on fishing from Sunday night
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/45day-ban-on-fishing-from-sunday-night/article5908954.ece
The 45-day annual ban on fishing will come into effect from the intervening night of April 14 and 15. As mandated by the Tamil Nadu Marine Fisheries Regulation Act, 1983, the ban will be enforced for “conservation of species propagation” during the breeding season. It will end on the midnight of May 29. About 5,262 mechanised boats across the 13 coastal districts of Tamil Nadu and Puducherry will keep off sea during the period. Any violation will attract a penalty under Section 5 of the Tamil Nadu Marine Fisheries Regulation Act, 1983, Joint Director of Fisheries Subburaj told The Hindu.

Meanwhile, the row between the fishing villages of Akkarapettai and Nambiyar Nagar over the landing of boats with fish caught using purse seine nets was temporarily resolved. Akkarapettai, as the head of fishing village, lifted the ban. Early last week, Akkarapettai banned the landing of fishing boats with purse seine catch at the Nagapattinam harbour, arguing that the indiscriminate catch affected the fishing economy and brought the prices down. 
The boats were asked to land in their respective fishing villages to ensure that there was no dumping of catch in the harbour. The move also followed the bilateral talks between the fisherfolk of India and Sri Lanka. The Sri Lankan fishermen condemned the use of banned nets by their Indian counterparts. Speaking to The Hindu, Akkarapettai panchayatdhar Thiruvaraiselvan said the ban was lifted after the mediation by Minister for Fisheries K.A. Jayapal.

Copyright© 2014, The Hindu


Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh: Several injured in fishermen clash
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/hyderabad/Several-injured-in-fishermen-clash/articleshow/33676843.cms
More than a dozen people including 10 fishermen and two senior police officials were injured as clashes broke out between rival fishermen from Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu near the border village of Arumbakam. While additional SP Stalin and Arumbakam inspector Raja Robert were rushed to Apollo hospital in Chennai, others were admitted to various hospitals in TN. The situation was brought under control only after additional forces reached the spot.
Sources said trouble broke out on Tuesday after fishermen of Arumbakam attacked a few fishermen from Nochikuppam when the latter went for fishing. Though both villages are located in TN, Nochikuppam fishermen enjoy the support of their AP counterparts residing in Tada mandal. Nochikuppam fishermen directed community members from neighbouring villages including those in Tada mandal to join them for a counter attack against Arumbakam fishermen on Saturday. Accordingly, about 400 fishermen from 16 fishing hamlets reached Nochikuppam and headed for an attack on their rivals.

On receiving information, police from Tada mandal reached the coast in the morning and took several local leaders into preventive custody. They also alerted Arumbakam police about the attack plan. Though Arumbakam police were ready with additional forces, they failed to rein in the angry fishermen. High tension prevailed in the border villages for more than four hours as the rival groups engaged in a free for all. Police rounded up a number of fishermen in connection with the clashes.
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Kerala: Fishermen protest against govt. order

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-kerala/fishermen-protest-against-govt-order/article5924584.ece
The Kerala Matsya Thozhilali Aikya Vedi has decried the extraordinary gazette notification promulgated by the State government which fixed the annual season for shrimp farming in pokkali fields between November 15 and April 30, as against the traditional practice of ending the season by March-end.

In a statement, Charles George, State president of the outfit, said harvesting of shrimp was under way at Vypin, Paravur and Varappuzha areas of Ernakulam district while harvesting had already been done in fields between Chellanam and Vettakkal. The gazette notification, he said would upset the farming cycle in pokkali fields, which annually saw rice and shrimp cultivation in succession.
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Karnataka: We failed to use fisheries fund of Rs. 100 crore sanctioned by the UPA government: Ramachandar Baikampady
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Mangalore/we-failed-to-use-fisheries-fund-ramachandar-baikampady/article5907450.ece
Former chairman of Karnataka Fisheries Development Corporation and BJP leader Ramachandar Baikampady admitted here on Friday that his party-led government could not use Rs. 100 crore sanctioned by the UPA government. It was sanctioned for issuing modern satellite-based fish finding equipment kits to fishermen for deep sea fishing.

He told presspersons here that when he was the chairman of the corporation under the government led by B.S. Yeddyurappa, the corporation had submitted a proposal to the Union government to sanction Rs. 100 crore for distributing modern kits to fishermen. The fund was sanctioned. But the Department of Fisheries in Karnataka did not show interest to make the proposal a reality by consulting the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO). Hence, the fund sanctioned got cancelled.

He said that when Gujarat Chief Minister M. Narendra Modi arrived in Malpe for Lok Sabha election campaign in 2009 he had suggested fishermen to go for satellite-based deep sea fishing. Taking this into account the corporation led by him had sent the proposal. Asked if it was the failure of the BJP government in State he said “yes”, adding that it was the failure of the State fisheries development. Asked if the BJP government did not have hold on the Department of Fisheries, Mr. Ramachandar said that lot has to be done to improve the department.

Mr. Ramachandar had deserted the BJP along with Mr. Yeddyurappa to join the Karnataka Janata Paksha (KJP). He returned to the BJP recently after Mr. Yeddyurappa made a come back. He said that fishermen in the district opposed any move to declare Mangalore region as Petroleum, Chemicals and Petrochemicals Investment Region (PCPIR) for setting up industries. He said that the BJP-led State government in the State had arranged for bank loans to women from fishing community at an interest rate of three per cent per annum. In all, 13, 600 women had been issued loans with a maximum ceiling being Rs. 50,000.
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Goa: The fishermen of Goa will support BJP candidates for South and North Goa
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/lok-sabha-elections-2014/news/Goa-deputy-CMs-plea-to-elect-Shripad-Naik/articleshow/33626920.cms
Deputy chief minister Francis D'Souza called upon people to elect North Goa BJP candidate Shripad Naik by a big margin to strengthen the hands of Narendra Modi as the next prime minister of India. He was addressing a public meeting organized by BJP's Bicholim unit recently. North Goa MP Shripad Naik said India was threatened by terrorist activities and that the Congress has failed on internal security too. Patanjali Yog Samiti backs BJP: Members of Patanjali Yog Samiti and other allied associations have decided to support BJP candidate in North Goa Shripad Naik in the Lok Sabha polls. Ravi promises special status: North Goa Congress candidate for Lok Sabha polls Ravi Naik recently visited Mayem constituency. He visited the areas like Shirgao, Poira, Pilgao, Narvem, Sarvan-Karapur, Vaiginim, Tikhazan, Ona-Maulingem and other interior areas. He said that if BJP comes to power at the Centre with Narendra Modi as prime minister, then the nation will definitely move towards destruction and hence Congress is the only option left before the people whom they should vote in the polls. e also said that he would put in more efforts to give special status to Goa after getting elected. GRE backs BJP candidates for LS polls: Goenchea Ramponkarancho Ekvott (GRE) and 12 fishermen associations have pledged to support the BJP candidates for the Lok Sabh elections. On Friday, Olencio Simoes, GRE general secretary and nephew of late Matanhy Saldanha, said, "The fishermen of Goa will support BJP candidates for South and North Goa."
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Goa: New project to help arrest decline of ‘mussel’ shellfish
http://www.firstpost.com/india/goa-new-project-to-help-arrest-decline-of-mussel-shellfish-1482381.html?utm_source=ref_article


Goa's mussel shellfish, a regular part of the state's cuisine, has got a fresh lease of life after the Indian Council for Agricultural Research embarked on a project to arrest the rapid decline of the species. Mussel is the common name used for members of several families of clams from saltwater and freshwater habitats. In the wake of the poor availability of mussel last year, a team of ICAR scientists started working with the local community to revive the mussel and other two indigenous fish varieties, that have been rapidly depleting, despite them fetching handsome returns in the market. 
"There was no mussel spat available last year," Manju Lakshmi N, scientist with the Fishing Resources Management Division of ICAR, said. Factors like pollution, climate change and sand mining has resulted in the dwindling number of mussel, found in the state's estuarine waters, she said. According to her, the shifting of monsoon patterns from its traditional calendar also contributed to it. As part of the mariculture project initiated in August last year and being carried out at Betim and Goa-Velha, both near Panaji in river Mandovi, the ICAR scientists first collected the seeds from Kerala. 
The scientists are also breeding pearl spot (kalunder) and mullet (shevto) fish species, which are indigenous and has a great market value, just like mussels. "These fish are high in demand, but their culture was not practised in Goa," she said. The ICAR has now cultured these varieties on periphyton-based system wherein the fish are fed on algae. "Wooden sticks or bamboos are dipped in water, which creates algae so that fish feeds on it," the scientist explained. Manju, who was part of the team that actually began the cultivation since November last year, said that for fishermen it can provide secondary livelihood. "This culture can be practised in pond or creek-like structures," she said, adding that the total time required for harvesting is six months. Next month, the first lot of the cultured fish would be harvested, thereby completing the first phase of the project. The scientists claimed that the mortality rate in mussel is very high while in case of pearl spot and mullet, the success rate is encouraging.
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Goa: Bauxite dust irks fisherfolk

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/bauxite-dust-irks-fisherfolk/article5924539.ece
The south Goa-based Mormugao Port Trust (MPT), a major port that had to stop coal impost due to intervention of the Goa State Pollution Control Board (GSPCB) barely a couple of years ago, is once again drawing flak from local fishermen at the Khariwada fishing jetty in Vasco over the dust pollution caused due to the bauxite ore loading operations at its twin berths.

Fishermen working on fishing trawlers as well as local fisherfolk residing in the area have been complaining about the pollution. The former Nationalist Congress Minister Jose Philip D’Souza, a fishing trawler owner himself, echoed the ire of the fishing community over the bauxite loading operation which began recently at berth numbers 10 and 11. He said the fishermen at Khariwada had earlier agitated against the coal pollution which finally forced the MPT to shut down its coal operations.

The fishermen say that after the MPT commenced bauxite ore loading operations, during strong winds the dust sweeps towards Khariwada fishing jetty, causing problems to the fishermen. Mr. D’Souza said the dust pollution posed danger to the health of a large number of people, including the workers employed on the fishing trawlers and the residents along the coastal belt of Khariwada. He warned that agitation may have to be revived if the dust pollution is not controlled. Y.R, Belegal, Deputy Traffic Manager, MPT, told The Hindu on Thursday that the port had taken all the necessary precautions to control the dust pollution from the bauxite ore, which comes via road and is then loaded on to vessels meant to take the load to Qatar. Despite taking the best of precautions like spraying water in hatches and loading points, sometimes due to heavy wind, some dust particles fly around causing some discomfort, he said. He said that a total of around 2 lakh tonnes of bauxite was exported through the port annually, which meant loading of around two to three vessels. Mr. Belegal said the GSPCB had stopped coal loading on the two MPT berths but bauxite export was not banned.
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Maharashtra: Fishy invasion as Tilapia takes over
http://www.punemirror.in/pune/others/Fishy-invasion-as-Tilapia-takes-over/articleshow/33790933.cms
According to experts, say the breeding rate limits the growth of other species, suggest the exclusive cultivation of male Tilapias to curb these side effects. Acommon Bible story says Jesus fed 5,000 people with five loaves and two fish, which scholars surmise were Tilapia. But over the years, Tilapia has become a problematic invasive species here. A native of Africa, it was brought to India by the Tamil Nadu government in the early 1950s. Experts claim its increasing population has taken a toll on other native species of fish in the country. "Earlier, there were around 218 species of fish in India. Now, the number has declined to 118 species. One of the main reasons is the presence of tilapia. These fishes breed profusely and hence are densely populated in water bodies. Neither do they let other species grow nor do they increase in size, since the food available in the area is limited," explained Shashank Ogale, a senior fisheries scientist and head of corporate social responsibility and environment at Tata Power. 

According to experts, Mozambique Tilapia was introduced in some reservoirs in early 1950s to control mosquito breeding and is a natural substitute to DDT. It is also considered a palatable fish. Over the years, with flooding, this species spread in other water bodies, but due to lack of food, their size remained same. "Its commercial value is high only if the weight of the fish is around 0.5 kg, but Tilapias do not grow up to that size. However, many people eat the smaller ones too," added Ogale. 
He further added that the menace can be controlled and a balanced eco-system can be maintained by researching on other carnivorous fish. Besides shorter breeding cycles, the survival rate of Tilapia fish is high because the females keep their fertilised eggs in their mouths, saving it from being eaten by other fish. They keep their eggs in their mouths until they hatch, and take them back into their mouths, any time danger arises, for a few days after they hatch. They also feed on other small fishes and their eggs. 

Dr Madhav Bhilave, Associate Professor, Department of Zoology, Shivaji University, emphasised that it be cultivated in water where other major Indian carps are not cultivated. "This can be done by cultivating only male Tilapias. By oral administration of hormones, such as methyl testosterone we can produce male the tilapia population." Mahesh Pathak, Principal Secretary of Animal Husbandary and Fisheries, said, "To control the tilapia population, we are allowing the cultivation of only the male of the species." There were around 218 species of fish in India. The number has now declined to 118. One of the main reasons is the presence of Tilapia 
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Pakistan: India releases 21 Pakistan prisoners

http://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ani/india-releases-21-pakistan-prisoners-114041700450_1.html
India released 21 Pakistani prisoners who were languishing in jails across the country due to delays in the identification processes. The newly released Pakistani prisoners who were leaving for their home country claimed that did not deserve to be jailed and said that they felt good that they were going back home. A Pakistani fisherman Ghulam Rasool who was released from prison said he was happy to be reunited with his family but was saddened for being held for a petty reason. "I was held for something which is not right. Fishing is not a crime. Who knows that they are the waters of Pakistan or Hindustan (India)?" said a Pakistan prisoner, Ghulam Rasool, who spent a few months in a jail in Gujarat.

I want to appeal to both the governments that our people are rotting in the jails and they should be released soon," said Rasool. Earlier in February, the Border Security Force (BSF) handed over 20 Pakistani prisoners to the Pakistani Rangers at Wagah outpost in Punjab. Media reports said the prisoners were logded in various Indian jails and were released after the completion of the sentences as per the Indian law. Most of them were arrested in India on charges of inadvertent crossing. Out of 20 Pakistani prisoners, some of them were fishermen who had been jailed in Gujarat. Delays in identification processes hinder release of prisoners on time, who have been languishing in various jails of both neighbouring countries.
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Pakistan: Fisheries policy sought to halt depletion of marine resources
http://www.dawn.com/news/1100344/fisheries-policy-sought-to-halt-depletion-of-marine-resources
Depleting fish resources could be protected only through sustainable practices that need to be enforced through a policy, said speakers at a two-day workshop which began at a hotel here on Wednesday. They also stressed the need to resolve the trans-boundary issue of marine waters. The event was organised by the Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF) with the objective to finalise the draft of the fisheries policy being prepared with inputs from all stakeholders, including marine experts, members of the fishing communities and government officials. 
Starting the programme, Aly Ercelan representing the PFF shared some key features of the draft of the fisheries policy that had been prepared by the fisherfolk forum under the guidelines set by the Food and Agriculture Organisation. He expressed the hope that the debate at the community level and feedback from stakeholders would help improve the draft and the government would adopt it and ensure its implementation. The draft on the fisheries policy recommends to the government to address issues relating to occupational health safety by ensuring that the necessary legislation is in place and is implemented in accordance with the relevant conventions of the International Labour Organisation.

The government, it says, should promote investment in appropriate infrastructures and capacity development programmes that could enable the small-scale post-harvest sector to produce quality products, both for local markets and export. It also calls upon the government to bring about a paradigm shift in the way fisheries are regulated and managed. A clear policy in the sector would help in fish resources’ sustainability and improve livelihood of fishers as well. “All parties should recognise the need for integrated and holistic approach to governance and development that take the complexity of livelihoods into consideration and are based on a human rights perspective.

“Increased attention to social development (health, education, organisational development and empowerment, etc) is needed to ensure that small-scale fishing communities are empowered and that their members can enjoy their rights as equal human beings and members of society,” the policy draft says. 
The presentation on the policy draft was followed by a detailed discussion which was participated by representatives from the World Wide Fund of Nature-Pakistan, Pakistan Institute of Labour Education and Research, Strengthening Participatory Organisation, ActionAid Pakistan and Oxfam. Sindh additional secretary for inland fisheries Mustafa Gurgaiz also gave his comments.

Speakers highlighted how small-scale fishermen were vulnerable and were failing to protect their right to life and livelihood because of the absence of a fisheries policy. They pointed out that though a number of departments relating to fisheries were functioning (Sindh fisheries department, marine fisheries department, inland fisheries and the Karachi Fisheries Habour Authority and Fishermen Cooperative Society), they had repeatedly failed in one way or another to protect fish stock through proper management, they said.

One major reason for the failure, they said, was lack of implementation of whatever rules existed to manage the sector. The fisheries department was still being run under the Sindh Fisheries Ordinance of 1980 with no clear division of responsibilities among the various departments and having no road map for improvement and development of fisheries and fishers and no sustainability inbuilt, they said.

They pointed out that there were some specific actions that the government needed to take immediately. They included a significant increase in freshwater flow, measures to reduce pollution, banning construction of new irrigation, flood and energy infrastructure that impeded or polluted water flow, prohibiting use of private jetties and fishing without licence and catch quota and initiating facility of affordable credit to replace bondage to middle-men. A group work was also part of the workshop to collect recommendations on the draft policy.
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Bangladesh: Poison in fish
http://bdnews24.com/bangladesh/2014/04/15/poison-in-fish
The production of fish has increased substantially in Bangladesh, but much of it cannot be exported. Chemicals including antibiotics used for producing and preserving them are increasing threat of health hazards. Stakeholders say there was concern over formalin used illegally to preserve fish, but there were other chemicals that were used and could be dangerous for consumers. Asked about the export potential of Bangladesh fish in the backdrop of the rising production, an exporter said: “The fish that sells in our local market just cannot be exported to Europe.” Consumer Association of Bangladesh (CAB) General Secretary Anwar Hossain also expressed concern over use of hazardous chemicals in fish.

“We’re making hue and cry over formalin (use in fish). But nothing is happening against the damage that other poisonous chemicals are causing,” he said. Bangladesh Agriculture University professor MA Salam said consumption of antibiotic-fed fish causes damage to several human organs including kidney, liver and heart. A study by Bangladesh Fisheries Research Institute found 10 types and 50 categories of chemicals being used in fish farms across the country. The chemicals include antibiotics, insecticides and growth agents. Prof Salam said the Department of Fisheries (DoF) responsible for monitoring what was fed to fish was not doing that properly. Carp, Tilapia and different varieties of catfishes are being bred and produced in farms in the country. DoF Chief Scientific Officer Nittyaranjan Biswas admitted presence of heavy metals in fish produced in farms.

He, however, said the fish meant for export were tested for heavy metals in them, but those available in local market were not examined as the test was expensive. Export of shrimp to Europe remained banned for eight months in 2009 for presence of antibiotics. That prompted Bangladesh to take different measures to improve quality of fish feed and test practices. The fish imported for Bangladesh market also do not face any test for heavy metals. According to DoF, Bangladesh procured 50,000 tonnes of fish, mostly from India and Myanmar. DoF official Nittyaranjan said: “Imported fish are not tested for heavy metals. But they are tested for formalin on requisition by Customs.” DoF Director General Syed Arif Azad, however, claimed that 99 percent of the fish available in local market were chemical-free. According to the department, the production of fish, in last 10 years, doubled to 3.5 million tonnes – 50 percent of them produced in enclosed spaces. Last year, 70,000 tonnes of fish were exported with the rest being consumed locally. AB general secretary Anwar expects measures of DoF and Bangladesh Council of Science and Industrial Research (BCSIR) to cut down on health hazards that consumption of fish could cause.

Nittyaranjan said they had pushed for a ‘good aquaculture practice’ in an effort to avoid harmful use of antibiotics in fish. He expects use of banned antibiotics would come down if the farmers were made aware of its negative impact.


Myanmar: Youtube film on Burma’s fishing wars
http://www.dvb.no/dvb-video/burmas-fishing-wars-myanmar/39539
Along western Burma’s coastline thousands of people make their living from fishing. In the harbour in Gwa Township, Arakan State, crews of fishermen sort through nets and ropes as they prepare to spend a night at sea. A night on the water, however, could mean running into one of the many commercial and foreign fishing boats that operate in the area. Fifty-five year-old Thein Aung has spent the past 25 years working as a fisherman on the Arakan coastline and is chief of a local boat. He said the local fishermen cannot compete with the foreign boats. Once the local fishermen lay their nets the larger vessels will often pass through them, cutting the nets as they sail by. Thein Aung said it costs 20 million kyats (US$20,000) to replace them – a price that none of the fishermen can afford. There is a sinister side to the competition as Thein Aung explains they have received threats and intimidation from the foreign boats. “Some days there are about 19 ships in the area. When this happens, there is no place for us,” Thein Aung said. “We can’t ask for compensation when our nets are cut. We are even afraid of being killed. These ships are that bad.”

They are told to stick to the shallows to fish and not venture into deeper water. However, this time of year — the early summer – yields the best catch, and Thein Aung cannot afford to miss a night of fishing. A net is cast into the water from one boat and is picked up by another. The two boats work together, forming a circle with the net to trap the fish. Once the circle is complete the crews start to haul in the nets. As the night goes on the hulls steadily fill with anchovy, sardines and squid. On a good night the crew could earn a profit of US$200. After paying the boat rental fee and fuel, half will be shared among the crew and the other half will go to the boat owner, chief and captain.

Tonight they have caught enough fish to make a profit but Thein Aung is still wary of the bigger boats. As the crew work tirelessly, lights on other vessels twinkle nearby. “Now they are shipping around the coast. Fishermen go out and they come across us. The boats cut the fishing nets. So the fishermen come back empty-handed. When this happens the crew have to sell their possessions at home,” said Thein Aung. Luckily, the crew didn’t run into any commercial boats tonight but he said nights like this are getting few and far between.

Thirty years ago there were only a few local boats fishing off the waters around Burma. In the late 1980s the then military government started to sell fishing permits to foreign companies. In the last fiscal year the government earned an estimated US$12 million from selling these permits. Htan Htun, vice chairman of Myanmar Fishery Federation (MFF), said that the unchecked and unregulated fishing industry has caused fish stocks off the coast of Burma to fall dramatically.

“There may be more than a thousand foreign fishing boats, operating legally and illegally. The local boats also increased. So the resources reduced,” he said. No one knows the extent of overfishing on Burma’s coastline, or what damage to marine life has been done. However, there could be hope on the horizon for local fishermen. In an attempt to ease overfishing, earlier this month Burma banned foreign fishing vessels from its waters. Burmese fishing companies also have to reduce their operations by 35 percent during April and May to allow fish stocks to replenish. Enforcement of the new rule is something only the government can ensure.
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Sri Lanka: Lanka becomes world's third largest ornamental fish exporter
http://www.hirunews.lk/81164/lanka-becomes-worlds-third-largest-ornamental-fish-exporter 

Sri Lanka was the world’s third biggest ornamental fish exporter after Thailand and Vietnam. Its aquarium fish exports are estimated at 1’212 million in 2013," and the country’s ornamental fish exports continued to develop significantly from year to year. The value of ornamental fish exports in 2012 stood at 750 million rupees, and it had increased to 1,212 million last year. The major export markets, for our aquarium fish were Japan, the US, the UK, Germany and France.
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India: New innovations at World Aquaculture Conference

http://www.fishfarmer-magazine.com/news/fullstory.php/aid/2419/New_innovations_at_World_Aquaculture_Conference.html
PARTICIPANTS at the World Aquaculture Conference will hear from about important developments in commercial fish health and shrimp nutrition. Key note speaker, Dr Alex Obach, MD of the Skretting Aquaculture Research Centre, will explain to delegates how fish and shrimp nutrition and health studies are playing a major role in improving the sustainability and productivity of aquaculture production around the world. 
Dr Obach will present in the Commercial Fish Health session discussing in detail how science and the use of clinical nutrition has allowed feed manufacturers to develop nutritional strategies and functional feeds that are having a positive impact on not only productivity, but also on the health of farmed fish and shrimp species.

The Commercial Fish Health session will also include presentations from other world experts relating to best aquaculture practices, disease prevention and control measures and integrated management schemes for different species and culture systems. The Shrimp Nutrition session will provide a second opportunity to hear from Dr Orbach, this time about some of the major challenges faced by today’s shrimp farming industry. 
Dr Obach will use the example of how recent developments in nutrition can contribute to improved water quality, health status and optimised performance for shrimp farming operations. Dr Alex Obach is a keynote speaker and co-chair and in the Commercial Fish Health session and the Shrimp Nutrition session at the World Aquaculture Conference.

India: MoEF Approaches EC Over Project Clearances 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/MoEF-Approaches-EC-Over-Project-Clearances/2014/04/18/article2174852.ece
The Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF) has approached the Election Commission seeking permission to issue official orders in cases where environment and forest clearance were accorded before the model code of conduct came into being on March 5.

According to the MoEF, several important infrastructure projects which were recommended by the appraisal committees and then cleared by Environment Minister M Verrappa Moily have been put on hold as official orders regarding the same could not be issued. “The Ministry is in talks with the EC seeking permission so that orders can be issued and we are hopeful of getting a go ahead,” sources said. Meanwhile, the industry has also requested the EC to issue a clarification to the Environment Ministry on the continuation of the grant of environment and forest clearances for projects while the model code of conduct is in place.

Writing to Chief Election Commissioner V S Sampath, FICCI secretary general A Didar Singh said: “Ever since the model code of conduct has been implemented from March 5, we are given to understand that the MoEF has kept these permissions for the projects in abeyance pending opinion about the on-going clearance process under different statutes.” He said this is further delaying the implementation of these projects and affecting their viability as it has taken many months for these projects to reach this stage of clearance.

According to the FICCI, in number of projects the expert appraisal committee (EAC)/forest advisory committee (FAC) have already given their recommendations for granting the environment/forest clearance, and the Ministry’s approval is awaited. “However, since the model code of conduct has been in place since March 5, projects have not been granted environment/forest clearances despite EAC and FACs giving a go ahead,” he said.
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India: The unbearable heaviness of an information void
http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/the-unbearable-heaviness-of-an-information-void/article5922882.ece
A plane disappeared from the skies, and yet there have been no public expressions of outrage, says the husband of Chandrika Sharma, a passenger. Casual conversations have a way of suddenly turning serious, sometimes even ﬁery. There was one such conversation a couple of nights ago and the embers of that outburst still glow low. I am hoping that words will aid in putting it down. If this lights a fire, then we will burn for the same thing — to shed light. This is neither a guilt inducing trip nor a rant. 

When MH370 vanished, all I could do was wait. I thought it would be a matter of time before we got the facts, the missing links, and then the whole story. In Chennai, far from the grieving families, it seemed possible to stay calm, place one’s trust in the relevant authorities to do whatever was necessary by way of search, rescue and investigation, and contemplate choices that lay ahead. As the weeks went by, loss seemed easier to deal with, however painful, than the black hole of an information void: intolerable and an affront to human intelligence and capacity. The former felt real; the latter somewhat forced — a consequence of motivated withholding, a sleight of hand, a cloak of concealment, and in part plain incompetence. 

Nothing learnt 
As I look back over the 40 days since the day MH370 sent out its last pings, I sense fatigue. It is as if all that had to be discussed has been done repeatedly and all the consolation that had to be offered has been exhausted. Yet, we are no closer to knowing what really happened to MH370, and where it is. We are nowhere near knowing how to prevent the occurrence of such a tragedy when another plane takes to the skies. What are my concerns, beyond the personal and familial, of the immediate future? It would appear that MH370 is just about the passengers and their affected families, friends and colleagues. Many of the newspapers have largely relegated it to some corner — no editorial, no opinion leads, no commentary...nothing. It is the same case with television. 

One wonders why. Is it the numbers — ‘just’ 5 Indians? Is it because this did not happen in our backyard? Because there are no conspiracy angles? Nothing to bludge on the government of the day? Isn’t it strange that Indians claim great strides in satellite technology, space missions, oceanography and aviation, and yet we haven’t heard any luminary from these fields make a public statement or raise questions in the media? Isn’t it also strange that India does not exercise its rights under international conventions as a signatory to be represented in investigation processes? 

Similarly, we are led to believe that it is business as usual. We haven’t heard from any airline of a review of aircraft and passenger handling processes, from ground authorities on what precautions have been introduced or reinforced, and other relevant authorities on what they are doing to ensure safety in the skies. Oddly, I haven’t received calls from anyone asking for information that might reassure a traveller. With the holiday season approaching, doesn’t it worry anyone that his/her parents, children, spouse, other family members or friends and colleagues may be at risk when they fly to various destinations? 

One may argue that air safety is an issue for the rich or the middle class; that it is not a bread-and-butter issue of the marginalised and the poor. But one may also argue that the media has largely been about the ‘haves’ and so should have engaged with the issue. But this hasn’t happened. Similarly, if one believes in self-interest, then it should have been a matter of concern for those who can afford air travel — MH370 would at least be a rallying symbol for inquiry and demands for assurance. This hasn’t happened either. There have been no panel discussions, no scholarly inputs or public expressions of curiosity, indignation or outrage. 

So what does one make of the silence and lack of engagement? Apathy? Indifference? A belief that as individuals our voices don’t count? Is it that we have turned active participants in the electoral process this time and everything else is a distraction? Or is it that enough sound bites have been aired...we are fatigued, and ready for the next spectacle? 

Early enough in the unending wait for MH370, it became clear that this was not just a private matter between the family, the passenger, and the carrier. Governments got involved. There are issues of national security, country and corporate preparedness and liability, and most importantly, of air safety and security. It seems, however, that in the minds of the people, there are limited groups that have legitimacy to access information, to ask searching questions and pursue the truth: the families of the passengers, the media and governments. 

The media tires rather quickly and crises, celebrities and crimes emerge with unfailing regularity to feed the morbid need for ‘breaking news.’ Our government is in caretaker mode — mute and impotent. The affected families have been left to understand technology, ask questions and search for answers themselves in routine press conferences. The intelligentsia perhaps hasn’t seen a role for itself in the aftermath of the plane’s disappearance, except to hold forth on myriad aspects of the electorate. 

Getting involved 
What will move us to get involved? Some people track developments; some suggest what the families of the passengers should consider doing; some others don’t inform themselves, and ask questions about developments that are weeks old. In other words, most have remained invisible spectators or well-wishers. Close friends and family have offered their time and company to tide over difficult times. However, I know there are many out there who are competent to scrutinise the claims of INMARSAT and confront the necessary challenges in the quest for truth. There are defence analysts who should be able to weigh in on the cursory self-certification by countries in the Northern Corridor. These are but two examples from many that one can bring up. Where are they? 

The plane’s disappearance is personal, but it goes beyond that. Finding the truth will require more than persistence by the affected families; it will require a marathon effort on the part of the public to bring our talents to the fore, speak out loudly to those charged with the task of investigation, and demand that the aviation sector be safe and accountable. Prayer is not about seeking divine intervention but a call to ourselves to engage with whatever we believe is meaningful. All lives are precious. 

(K. S. Narendran is the husband of Chandrika Sharma, one of the passengers of MH370.) 
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