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Nagaland: Community Fishing – A threat to fragile ecosystems
http://www.morungexpress.com/frontpage/114279.html
In this Morung File Photo, people gather for Community Fishing, which requires poisoning of the river—experts now suggest that such “unethical” practices need to go for the sake of ‘Biodiversity Conservation’
“Earth provides enough to satisfy every man’s need, but not every man’s greed” – 
M.K. Gandhi

Wokha, April 19 (MExN): Wokha District Forest Officer, Ketusielie Angami, feels that the term ‘Biodiversity Conservation’ has to become part of Naga tradition with its message passed on to every generation to reach as many people as possible. While traditions and age old practices, he observes, still play an important role in our daily lives, “all are not beneficial and we should question if a certain practice is detrimental to the society in general and the ecosystem in particular.”

Traditional community fishing and its effects, vis-à-vis ecological conservation, need to be appraised with all seriousness, notes Angami in a recent article. Community fishing, he explains, is an indigenous fishing method that is usually practiced by involving the whole community of a village, sometimes including the neighboring villages, who come together to fish in a particular stretch of a river. It is normally done by poisoning the river stretches which are usually potential grounds for feeding and breeding of fishes.

“This cruel and unethical fishing method leaves all the aquatic fauna in the river dead,” writes Angami. Practically, he informs, this activity or ritual is performed just before the onset of monsoon when most fish species are gravid and ready to breed. Thus, “In this process the fish population in the river is wiped out leaving no fishes to reproduce. Little do we realize that by doing this, we are fishing our indigenous and endemic fishes to the verge of extinction. Ecologically speaking, the loss of one species leads to the loss of several other species in that, the food chain and tropic balance is disturbed. The ramifications are thus serious.”

According to Angami, the river systems and its tributaries of Nagaland are home to over 150 different kinds of indigenous fish species, many of which are endemic to Nagaland. Their breeding and propagation are entirely left to nature as research studies on their breeding behavior and development of their germplasm are still at its nascent stage. It is not at all possible for some species to artificially breed.

“Our indigenous fish species are rare exotic species in other parts of the globe and highly valued,” informs Angami, and that the Nagaland State Government has adopted the ‘Chocolate Mahseer’ (Neolissochilus Hexagonalepis), an economically important indigenous fish as the “State fish” which, as per Angami, is found in almost all the major rivers of Nagaland. The Nagaland Fisheries Regulation (Rules) 2008 has already been passed in the Nagaland Legislative Assembly. Rule 15 of the Nagaland Fisheries Regulations (rules) 2008, prohibits the use of poisons (synthetic or plant origin), explosives, chemicals etc in the river and river systems. Angami maintains, “While the government is yet to strictly enforce these rules, this can be only possible by involving the communities themselves along with the active cooperation of the village councils. It is about time we do away with unethical and unregulated practices and bring a ray of hope to the already threatened species before it is too late.”
Himachal Pradesh: Beas river basin shows that there is a perceptible drop in discharge
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/City/Chandigarh/Rohtang-Pass-had-no-glaciers-for-15000-years/articleshow/33979329.cms
Rohtang pass, one of the top tourist destinations of south Asia, will see a big change from May 6, a day before parliamentary elections in Himachal Pradesh. The change is meant to ensure clean environment, better tourism facilities and preservation of the existing glaciers. But a slow but steady resistance is also growing among locals, who fear that enforcement of stricter rules will impact their livelihood.

Acting on orders from National Green Tribunal (NGT), the Himachal government plans to stop commercial activities on Rohtang pass as such activities are believed to be leading to fast melting of glaciers, sources said. Also, tourists make a beeline to Rohtang to see snow during summer months and leave behind carbon footprints. However, residents claimed that no glacier exists on Rohtang pass nor there was any glacier here for centuries. Studies conducted by scientists support this claim that no glacier exists close to Rohtang and that no black carbon exists in the snow here.

"Rohtang pass had no glaciers for at least last 15,000 years," a study conducted by professor of glacial geomorphology with Jawaharlal Nehru University, Dr Milap Chand Sharma, said. "The nearest glacier to Rohtang pass is Hamta glacier at 10 km aerial distance and another is Lunapani at 12 km aerial distance. Snow accumulation on Rohtang occurs due to orographic and avalanche characteristics and this is transitory in nature," Sharma said. Sharma's research papers read that snow accumulation on Rohtang remains between December and July only. In the wake of increasing pollution at Rohtang and deteriorated condition of traffic system, which also cause inconvenience to tourists and negatively impact flora and fauna, NGT in its February 6 orders had asked Himachal government to take concrete steps to check this within three months. NGT has also said that individuals or organizations, which may or may not be parties in this case, may approach the tribunal for clarification or modification in its directions before May 6. So far, 17 persons and organizations have sent letters to NGT, requesting leniency towards their livelihood and business. As 11 villages of Kullu would be most impacted by the implementation of the orders, villagers are also preparing to move to Supreme Court for justice, sources said.

"Himachal high court and NGT have passed orders without talking to us. Our several generations lived here and died here. Now arrangements are being made to restrict our movements to our villages only," a resident, Chaman Thakur, rued. "All sources of out livelihood would be snatched after implementation of the orders. We love our land. We are ready to cooperate to preserve our environment. But there should be a middle line to balance the livelihood, tourism and environment requirements," he said. Himachal high court had also warned that increasing tourist inflow is having a negative impact on glaciers at Rohtang pass. 
Carbon emissions were said to be the main reason behind this and now, NGT is also planning to stop movement of old vehicles in the region, which are responsible for the ecological problems. Meanwhile, samples of snow were collected from Rohtang in June-July 2012 to ascertain the impact of traffic and population, which were analyzed at Physical Research Laboratory, Ahmedabad. The results showed that snow had no trace of black carbon. "The record of water discharge between 1968 and 2008 in Beas river basin shows that there is a perceptible drop in discharge. If glaciers in the region (catchment area) were meting fast, the discharge level would have been increasing," Dr Sharma said, who specializes in glacial chronology. 

As per plans, a barrier would be installed near Vashisht village, three kilometers beyond Manali on Manali-Rohtang highway, to check vehicles going towards Rohtang pass. NGT has also suggested disallowing vehicles which do not conform to BS-4 norms and which are older than ten years from going beyond the barrier. Also, all vehicles as well as locals residing beyond this point, shall have to obtain a pass from the local administration. NGT has further suggested plying of only electricity-run or CNG-operated vehicles on Manali-Rohtang highway.
Kullu-Manali Paryatan Vikas Mandal president Anup Thakur said that a barrier on this road will cause inconvenience and harassment to residents of 11 villages, including establishments of Army, BRO, Snow and Avalanche Study Establishment, hydro projects, hotels and schools. "Pollution checking of vehicles can be done at existing green tax barrier at entry point to Manali. Nearly 1,500 youths of the area have generated self employment by buying taxis. If they are not allowed to drive on Rohtang route, they will have to sell their vehicles and ultimately lose their employment. Stopping commercial activities enroute Rohtang will lead many families to starvation," Thakur said.
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Gujarat: Is Modi’s fabled Gujarat model lawful and accountable?
http://www.firstpost.com/politics/is-modis-fabled-gujarat-model-lawful-and-accountable-1491885.html
Kutch Nahin Dekha to Kuch Nahin Dekha (If you ain't seen Kutch, you ain't seen nothin') is a signature advertisement of the government of Gujarat. In our view it also fits a poster for the Gujarat model of development. Here, even before the ballot speaks, the administration is flexing its muscle. Over 12,000 Agariya families who have produced hand-made salt for generations in the Little Rann of Kutch have been declared violators of the Wildlife (Protection) Act. An earlier 2011 notice issued by the state government has been reiterated this month and the community has been given a week’s notice to provide documentary proof of their occupation or vacate the region. 
The official communication states that this activity is 'prohibited' and one that invites imprisonment up to seven years. While this artisanal salt producing community has lived in the anxiety of this eviction for years, the government gave away 40,000 acres of land in 2006-7 for potash production in the Great Rann of Kutch to Archean Chemicals. The company received its environment clearance for this project in 2011 according to which the project is located adjacent to the Banni grassland area, a protected forestland. Neither salt, nor its producers seem to be on the development map in Gujarat.
These are mere examples of the integral parts of the much discussed Gujarat model which necessitates the sacrifice of certain groups of people at its altar. Environment Justice- the intersection of place, socio-economic rights and development, and this model are entirely incompatible. The model’s first principle is state patronage to corporations. Following the 2002 earthquake in Kutch, the reconstruction of the region was deliberately turned into a corporate business opportunity. The strategy worked brilliantly for the BJP that stayed in power from then on and for the corporates that have made windfall gains since.It would be naïve to suggest that only these two parties gained from the model. 
Many others may have too, but small and medium enterprise in the fields of agriculture, fisheries and salt making have lost out. Large tracts of agricultural land have moved from farmers into the hands of land sharks. Local real estate dealers in Gandhidham inform that lands sold off by primary holders have been resold five to six times their purchased price. A few corporates operating out of Kutch now hold almost all the coastal lands of the entire block. Last week, a panchayat leader on whose appeal the Gujarat High Court had observed that the Adani SEZ has no environment clearance, was issued letters by the deputy collector asking him to present himself at the collectorate, in the light of a hadh-paar (exile) recommendation by the local police.Twenty-five others have been issued similar orders. The second axis of the Gujarat model is that of Regulatory Compliance versus Corporate Social Responsibility(CSR). 
The downward spiral on compliance is not specific to Gujarat but is a shared legacy of the Congress rule at the Centre and the state governments. Research carried out by the authors and other environmental groups reveal that the bar on regulatory compliance by industry is generally very low in India. But it is particularly dismal in Gujarat due to the blurring of the line between mandatory compliance and voluntary CSR. Last year, the Central government committee set up to record and recommend action on non-compliance in Mundra, took a 'prudent' stand. The April 2013 report of a high level committee on the violations of the Adanis reiterated the well documented compounded violations of the company but it did not take the next logical step of seeking legal revocation of its approval through available legal clauses. Instead the committee recommended the setting up of an environment restoration fund of Rs 200 crore and no future clearances for one of the future ports proposed by the company. Does one conclude then that this model, however inclusive it claims to be, does not include rule of law? In parts of Gujarat where corporates have set up their projects, panchayats, schools and other essential services, even provision of drinking water and food stores is being increasingly provided by the CSR accounts of corporations. 
Company Foundations do everything from running health clinics and planting mangroves to supporting existing cooperatives and funding women’s empowerment. Nothing wrong with any of this if these were in addition to lawful, accountable actions of compliance of environment and social norms. But in Kutch, these are poor substitutes of the mandatory actions imposed by law to minimise social and environmental impacts. The model ensures that the corporates enjoy the obscenity of state patronage and its citizens suffer the indignity of living off doles by the same companies that violated their rights to property and enterprise. The third axis through which to understand this model is the transfer of resources from public goods to corporate property. 
These include common lands used over generations by pastoralists, fishing grounds, large stretches of mangrove forests, rivers and estuaries. This again is not specific to Gujarat. However, here, resources meant for public consumption have been painstakingly created with public funds and then handed over to private companies for their use. The well-documented projects on the Narmada are one prime example. The Narmada waters reach Kutch but the pipelines take them straight to the power companies that need water for cooling their turbines even as people in Kutch suffer the growing impacts of plummeting ground water, increased salinity and lack of drinking water supply. All the power projects that were set up in Kutch in the last six-seven years amid much local opposition are functioning below optimum capacity or are struggling with their purchase agreements. 
Yet our corporations would like nothing more than to have every government make such a model of itself. If only all lived places could be turned into 'investment destinations', all common and private property could be handed over to them. Decisions that smack of state patronage, regulatory oversight and unbridled privatisation don’t simply fail to deliver but end up causing immense suffering to the polity that donates, sells, leases, foregoes or sacrifices its privileges of property, resource use and rights to essential services from government. Ironically, the same people are flaunted as beneficiaries because they are paid compensations and given some jobs even though they hold no rights to question the model itself or its final outcomes. If 2G and coal allocations were scams, how is Modi’s Gujarat a model? (Manju Menon and Kanchi Kohli are with the Namati-CPR Environment Justice Program. Bharat Patel is the secretary of Machimar Adhikar Sangharsh Samiti.) 
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Maharashtra: Dying fish dilemma leaves Kolhapur's green brigade divided   

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolhapur/Dying-fish-dilemma-leaves-Kolhapurs-green-brigade-divided/articleshow/34016575.cms
Green activists from the city are divided over the cause of the death of fish at a couple of places along the Panchaganga River. Fish were found dead near the Shiroli Bridge and at Bawada Bridge on Friday. Following complaints from local residents and activists on Friday, officials of the Maharashtra Pollution Control Board (MPCB) had surveyed the river stretch from Dudhali nullah to Shiroli Bridge and collected river water samples on Saturday. Officials have sent the dead fish to the Pune-based forensic laboratory to clarify the actual reason of death.

A large number of fish were found dead at these two spots, leaving green activists worried about the intensity of pollution in the river water. A possible reason for the fish dying, activists debated, could be the sewage water released over the past three days from the Jayanthi nullah by the Kolhapur Municipal Corporation.

"A significant amount of sewage is entering the river over the last three days, which has led to the decrease in the dissolved oxygen in the water, causing the death of the fish in large numbers. Also, the waste water from the distilleries located along the river has contributed to the death of the fish," said Burhan Naikawadi, secretary, Prajasattak Samaj Seva Sanstha. The KMC had started releasing sewage from the Jayanthi nullah directly into the river from Wednesday, April 16, after it had undertaken the work of repairs of the old pipeline carrying sewage to the sewage treatment plant at Kasaba Bawda. According to KMC officials, about 50 MLD of sewage is now being directly released into the river daily.

Some activists think that sewage released has nothing to do with the death of the fish. "The sewage released by the KMC has nothing to do with this, nor the waste water released from the distilleries. Only big fish have died and that too at a couple of places which are around 6 to 8 km away from the Jayanthi nullah," said environmentalist Uday Gaikwad.

MPCB officials advised green activists to wait for reports from the laboratories before arriving at any specific reason for the phenomenon, especially since the river water pollution case of the Panchganga is pending in the Bombay high court. "There are two distilleries and three sugar mills along the upstream stretch of the river. We have observed dead fish at two places and the phenomenon was not observed all along the stretch. Also, the flow of the river and the concentration of dissolved oxygen were normal. We can't say anything about the reasons of fish death till the reports arrive," said MPCB field officer Prashant Bhosale. 
NCP corporator Bhupal Shete alleged that the chemicals used by the civic administration to treat sewage at the Jayanthi nullah by gas chlorination method are of "substandard quality" and thus the intensity of the river pollution has increased. "The KMC spends Rs 80 lakh per year to buy the chemicals required for chlorination of the sewage. These chemicals are of substandard quality. The civic officials are playing with the lives of the people living in the downstream villages. I have requested higher authorities to inquire about the quality of the chemicals used," said Shete. Civic officials denied the allegations and ordered a test of the quality of the chemicals. "The fish died a long distance from the entry point of the nullah into the river. We treat the sewage before it flows into the river," said Manish Pawar, KMC chief hydraulic engineer.

Copyright © 2014 Bennett, Coleman & Co. Ltd. 

Goa: Researchers document fresh water fish diversity of Goa
http://news.oneindia.in/india/researchers-document-fresh-water-fish-diversity-of-goa-1433698.html
The scientists at Indian Council for Agricultural Research (ICAR) and National Bureau of Fish Genetic Resources (NBFGR), Cochin have initiated surveys in order to catalogue the fresh water fish diversity in Goan rivers. The surveys are carried out at eight sampling locations covering the two major river systems of Goa, Mandovi and Zuari, a senior ICAR scientist said. The surveys yielded 40 species fresh water fish from the stretch, he added. The scientists reported some native barb species which can be promoted as an ornamental fish in Goa like Pethia setnai and Haludaria Pradhani. The stretches are showing a decrease in fish species abundance, he said, adding that the details of the survey are being compiled. The research team included Dr V S Basheer, Senior Scientist (NBFGR), Sreekanth G B, Scientist (ICAR Goa), Manju Lekshmi, Scientist (ICAR) and Rahul G Kumar among other.

 Kerala: KCZMA relaxes housing rules for fishermen and traditional communities
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Kochi/kczma-relaxes-housing-rules-for-fishermen-and-traditional-communities/article5928069.ece?utm_source=RSS_Feed&utm_medium=RSS&utm_campaign=RSS_Syndication
Applicable for building or repairing houses of area not more than 660 sq.ft. Ending the long wait of fishermen and traditional community members for getting their applications for construction of new houses and repair of the existing ones cleared, the Kerala Coastal Zone Management Authority (KCZMA) has simplified its procedures. The committee has also decided to go soft on permitting construction of houses for the target communities. The relaxed measures would be applicable exclusively for building or repairing houses of area not more that 660 sq feet. The housing schemes offered to the target sections by the government agencies like Indira Awas Yojana would also be benefitted, said a member of the Authority. In the coastal areas, the benefit would be available for the target communities for construction and repair of houses located up to 200 metres landwards form the High Tide Line.

In case of backwaters, the committee has decided to reduce the No-Development Zone to 50 metres. With the decision, construction of houses of specified extent would be possible from 50 metres of the High Tide Line, he pointed out. The KCZMA during its 62nd meeting held a few weeks ago, authorised its chairman to clear the applications of these sections on merit without waiting for the committee to consider them. With the decision, the applications can be cleared as and when it is received by the Authority and the chairman needs to place it before committee for ratification. Earlier, each application had to be placed before the committee, which would be meeting at intervals, for approval.

The delay in convening the meeting and considering the applications had resulted in hardship to the coastal communities. The difficulties faced by the local communities in building houses and some of the stringent provisions of the Coastal Regulation Zone 2011 rules have been widely debated during the recently held general election. Some of the community organisations of the State had taken out extensive campaigns demanding government intervention for relaxation of the CRZ guidelines.

After relaxing the procedures, the Authority at its last meeting, cleared 95 applications for housing of fishermen and members of the traditional coastal communities of the State. The decision would help the local communities to get their applications cleared without delay, said A. Ramachandran, a member of the committee. The relaxation will be allowed in applications of target communities forwarded by the local bodies with the certificate that the applicant is a traditional fisherman. Besides the persistent demand from the coastal communities, the local bodies implementing the government-sponsored housing schemes for the marginalised communities too had put pressure on the Authority.
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Tamil Nadu: Fishermen seek compensation during ban period
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/fishermen-seek-compensation-during-ban-period/article5923171.ece
Government must study the fish breed area and place artificial reefs in the sea. Various fishermen’s associations have demanded monetary relief to members of fishermen’s cooperative societies during the 45-day annual fishing ban. Durai Mahendran of Tiruvallur Maavatta Paarambariya Aikiya Meenavar Sangam said, in most cases, single women and widows are left out. “The cash is disbursed only to male heads of families.” The government provides relief to fisherfolk who are members of cooperative societies during October-November.

The associations said the ban period should be decided upon after a proper scientific study was conducted. “After the tsunami in 2004, changes have occurred in the ocean and catch dwindled due to various factors. What is needed is a study based on which a decision must be taken,” said Ko.Su. Mani of Tamil Nadu Meenavar Makkal Sangam.  Nanjil Ravi of Akila Indhiya Meenavar Sangam said though fishermen from Tamil Nadu stayed away from the sea in order to allow fish breeding during the ban period, ships from foreign countries trawled the seas. “They use our diesel but don’t even employ our men,” he said.  M.D. Dayalan of Indian Fishermen Association said the government must study the fish breed area and place artificial reefs in the sea.
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Tamil Nadu: Boat-makers benefit from the annual ban of deep sea fishing 
 http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/Boat-makers-benefit-from-the-annual-ban-of-deep-sea-fishing/articleshow/33976039.cms
The sharp staccato rhythm of hammer on wood is unmistakable amidst the swoosh of the waves. The smell of wood and paint keeps the stench of dry fish at bay. As fishermen huddle over a game of dice close by, these men wield paint brushes, heave timber and breathe new life into a line of sea worn boats that rest on a soft bed of wood shavings, garbage and sand.

A Balakrishnan's day begins at five in the morning. "We have a deadline to keep, so I try to get an early start," says the 54-year-old 'maistry' in Kasimedu, bending to examine a coat of fresh paint on the stern of a boat. Balakrishnan, who has been in the profession for 30 years, has close to a dozen boats to repair before the 45-day ban on fishing by mechanised boats draws to an end. "While some boats need only minor repairs, many of them are close to 20 years old and need a complete revamp," he says.

The ban was imposed on April 15 and will last till May 31. Under the Tamilnadu Deep-sea Fishing Regulation Act of 2001, trawlers and other mechanized boats are not allowed to go for deep-sea fishing, as this is the peak time for fish to breed. While this may dampen the spirit of sea-food lovers, for boat-makers the annual ban marks the peak of their business. "Although we get orders through the year, this is the time when several boat owners come to us for repair works," said Kanniappan P, who has received orders to rebuild half a dozen boats and build four new ones. One wields the chisel, another a saw and a third a welder as sparks fly all around —Boat-makers many hands go into rebuilding a boat before it sets sail in the shimmering sea. "We work in teams of 20, with people drawn from various streams. Some are carpenters, others are painters and electricians. With experience these lines blur and everyone becomes an expert in the art of making a boat," says R Baskar, who heads a body comprising 200 boat-makers. Many of these workers hail from Kerala, Andhra Pradesh and coastal regions in the state like Cuddalore and Nagapattinam. "They work on smaller boats back home or travel along the coast looking for work. They come here during the ban to make some money," says Baskar. These workers are paid Rs 100 to Rs 200 a day for their toil. But, even during the peak season, some carpenters say they have losses. "While rebuilding a boat, sometimes the materials which we use may exceed the amount planned. This is rarely compensated for," says K Manikandan. "But, at the end of the day, when we see the boat in the water, we feel proud of the hours we spent shaping it," he says.
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Andhra Pradesh: Fishermen from Prakasam district seek better package for dry season
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/andhra-pradesh/fishermen-from-prakasam-district-seek-better-package-for-dry-season/article5925974.ece
As many as 42 mechanised and 1,400 motorised boats return to shore. Fishermen from the 10 coastal mandals of Prakasam district pressed for an attractive compensation package as the authorities announced a closed season for fishing in the Bay of Bengal till May end by non-traditional vessels. As many as 42 mechanised and 1,400 motorised boats on the coast, which is over 100 km long, were brought to the shore by fishermen complying with the ban on using mechanised boats for fishing till May 31 in the coastal mandals of Ongole, Kothapatnam, Chirala, Vetapalem, Chinnaganjam, Nagulapapadu, Tangutur, Singarayakonda, Ulavapadu, and Gudluru.

“However, over 2,500 traditional boats in the district are allowed to go for fishing as usual,” Fisheries In-charge Additional Director V.V.R.Babu told The Hindu. Giving a stern warning to any erring fishermen in the 72 coastal villages in the district, Mr. Babu said the State government had come out with a G.O. in keeping with the Centre’s direction to prevent mass fishing during the breading season and help the brood fish to thrive so that fish stock improved.

“We have constituted five special teams to enforce the ban who will maintain a round-the-clock vigil,” he added. “Now is the time for overhauling the engines and carrying out other repairing and painting works,” said a group of fishermen led by Kothapatnam Palepalem former sarpanch Naidu Prabhu Prakash.

Lump sum demanded
They demanded that the State government provide lump sum cash payment of Rs. 3,000 instead of the 31 kg of sub-standard rice being supplied now. “Though we are complying with the authorities’ directive, we have not been provided with red gram and edible oil as promised by the State government in the past. The compensation should not only be given to boatmen but also to other sea-faring fishermen, they added.
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Odisha: Olive Ridleys Skip Gahirmatha after Six Years   
http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/Olive-Ridleys-Skip-Gahirmatha-after-Six-Years/2014/04/21/article2180340.ece
The endangered Olive Ridley sea turtles skipped Gahirmatha beach, the world’s largest rookery, after six years. The turtles failed to lay eggs in large number in Gahirmatha baffling the forest officials and turtle researchers. On the other hand, around 25,000 Olive Ridleys laid eggs in Rushikulya beach of Ganjam district on February 10 and 11. “Each year, the turtles lay eggs in large number at Gahirmatha after two weeks of mass nesting  at Rushikulya. They congregated in the sea near Gahirmatha  till last week of March, but failed to arrive in Gahirmatha this year, said  Kedar Kumar Swain,” Divisional Forest Officer (DFO) of Bhitarkanika National Park on Sunday.

Last year, around four lakh turtles had laid eggs at Gahirmatha from March 18 to 21. In 2002 and 2008, the turtles had also skipped the annual ritual of arribada at Gahirmatha.

Meanwhile, due to lack of patrolling by the forest guards and armed police, many trawlers illegally fished in the marine sanctuary areas. As a result, many turtles were killed after being entangled in the fishing nets and gears. “We counted carcasses of around 800 turtles from Gahirmatha to Devi river mouth recently,” said the forest officer. The patrolling was called off after armed fishermen attacked two patrolling vessels while the latter were engaged in turtle protection drive on January 12. In self-defence, forest guards opened fire and gunned down a fisherman.

“Following the incident, fearing retaliation by the fishermen, security forces refused to patrol in the sea without the presence of executive magistrate for which patrolling work was halted for three weeks,” said Swain. Gahirmatha beach is known as the largest rookery of Olive Ridleys and the authorities banned fishing from November 1 last year to May 31 this year within 20 km of the coast in the marine sanctuary to save the endangered marine species. Since the enforcement of fishing ban, 150 marine fishermen have so far been taken into custody and 32 fishing boats seized for unlawful fishing activity within the  sanctuary, added the forest officer. Ten years back, the Supreme Court constituted Central Empowered Committee (CEC ) and directed the government to protect the turtles with the help of armed forces and compensate fishermen during the ban period, said Sudhanshu Parida, an environmentalist and secretary of the district unit of People for Animal (PFA).

Copyright © 2014, The New Indian Express

India: Indian Ocean coastal states opt for sustainable tuna management
http://www.undercurrentnews.com/2014/04/24/indian-ocean-coastal-states-opt-for-sustainable-tuna-management/
Delegates from 18 Indian Ocean coastal states participated in a three-day workshop to move towards ensuring effective management of the shared tuna stocks. The goal of the workshop — organized by WWF’s Smart Fishing Initiative and WWF Pakistan in Colombo — was to create a better understanding among Indian Ocean developing coastal states of sustainable tuna management through the application of the precautionary approach, harvest strategies and rights based management, said WWF.

During the workshop, representatives from the coastal states engaged in discussions with experts from other Regional Fisheries Management Organizations (RFMOs) and staff from the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission. They emphasized the need to build capacity in the coastal states to enable them to meaningfully engage in the continuing dialogue to implement sustainable tuna management. Mohamed Shainee, the minister for fisheries of Maldives stressed the importance of developing coastal states coming together and exploring the benefits of sustainable management that will benefit the marine ecosystem as well as the fisherman who derive their living from the Indian Ocean. “Though some of the tuna stocks have declined, many stocks in the Indian Ocean are still relatively healthy, for now, and that gives us all an opportunity to protect the stocks as well as increasing the long term benefit for fishers, if we act quickly, said Daniel Suddaby, senior tuna manager at WWF.“
India: Italy mulls international arbitration over two marines
http://zeenews.india.com/news/nation/italy-mulls-international-arbitration-over-two-marines_926917.html
Italy is mulling international arbitration over its two marines accused of killing two Indian fishermen in 2012 as bilateral efforts have failed, Defence Minister Federica Mogherini said on Thursday. "We are off the bilateral level, to raise the dispute to an international level: we are still willing to talk to the Indians", but "we have no other option than resorting to international arbitration", she told the Senate. Rome does not consider the court proceedings in India "valid", Mogherini was quoted as saying by ANSA news agency. 
"We do not accept a (future) Indian trial whose validity we do not recognise," she said. "...We are mapping out a panel of experts under the leadership of a coordinator to pursue the new phase," Mogherini said. Marines Massimiliano Latorre and Salvatore Girone are awaiting trial over the killing of two Indian fishermen off Kerala coast in February 2012, sparking diplomatic tensions between India and Italy. The marines, deployed on the Italian-flagged oil tanker MT Enrica Lexie, had contended they mistook the fishermen for pirates. They are now staying in the Italian Embassy in New Delhi awaiting trial. Italy has requested Latorre and Girone be allowed to return home and the whole case be dropped. 
	Rome wants the marines to be tried in Italy, claiming the incident took place in international waters. However, New Delhi says it has the right to try the Italians as the victims were Indians on board an Indian fishing boat. A special court on March 31 has fixed July 31 for hearing the case of the two Italian marines. The Supreme Court had sought response from the Centre on the petition filed by the two marines challenging the jurisdiction of National Investigation Agency (NIA) to prosecute and probe the case. The marines had moved the apex court more than a month after the Indian Government had decided to withdraw their prosecution under the stringent anti-piracy SUA law that attracts death penalty as maximum punishment. 


The Centre on February 24 had told the apex court that the marines would not be prosecuted under the Suppression of Unlawful Acts Against Safety of Maritime Navigation And Fixed Platforms on Continental Shelf Act (SUA).
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Myanmar: Thailand Fisheries Department urges fishing businesses to register all illegal alien workers by May
http://www.pattayamail.com/business/fisheries-department-urges-fishing-businesses-to-register-aliens-by-may-36933#sthash.drajmrF0.dpuf
The Fisheries Department is urging fishing boat operators to register their foreign workers by the end of May. Niwat Suthimichaikun, director-general of the Department of Fisheries, indicated that he had told the fisheries offices in all 22 coastal provinces to pro-actively publicize the invitation for fishing vessel operators and fisheries businesses to register their illegal alien workers at the Fisheries Department's 7 labor coordination centers or at the Employment Department offices in the 22 coastal provinces. The Fisheries Department was also collaborating with other agencies to provide mobile registration units to help with registration of alien labor.

According to Mr. Niwat, the Cabinet made endorsement on August 6, 2013 for fisheries operators to register their labor twice a year – once during March and May and again during October and December.
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Myanmar: Rare Myanmar ecosystems protected only on paper   
http://www.thehimalayantimes.com/fullNews.php?headline=Rare+Myanmar+ecosystems+protected+only+on+paper&NewsID=410869
 

Off a remote, glimmering beach backed by a lush tropical forest, Julia Tedesco skims the crystalline waters with mask and fins, looking for coral and fish life. "There is almost nothing left down there," the environmental project manager says, wading toward a sign planted on the shore reading "Lampi National Park." Some 50 meters behind it, secreted among the tangled growth, lies the trunk of an illegally felled tree. Nearby, a trap has been set to snare mouse deer. And just across the island, within park boundaries, the beach and sea are strewn with plastic, bottles and other human waste from villagers. The perilous state of Lampi, Myanmar's only marine park, is not unique. Though the country's 43 protected areas are among Asia's greatest bastions of biodiversity, encompassing snow-capped Himalayan peaks, dense jungles and mangrove swamps, they are to a large degree protected in name alone. Park land has been logged, poached, dammed and converted to plantations as Myanmar revs up its economic engines and opens up to foreign investment after decades of isolation. Of the protected areas, only half have even partial biodiversity surveys and management plans. At least 17 are described as "paper parks" — officially gazetted but basically uncared for — in a comprehensive survey funded by the European Union.

So rangers rarely see a tiger in the 21,891-square-kilometer (8,452-square-mile) Hukaung Valley Tiger Reserve. It's the world's largest protected area for the big cats, but has been overrun by poachers supplying animal parts for traditional medicines in nearby China. And Myanmar's first nature reserve, the Pidaung Wildlife Sanctuary set up in 1918, has been "totally poached out and should be degazetted," says Tony Lynam, a field biologist for the New York-based Wildlife Conservation Society. Inaugurated in 1996, Lampi fit squarely into the paper park category until possibly last year, when six rangers from the Forestry Department were finally assigned to protect this 79-square mile (204-square-kilometer) marine gem. It had been, and still largely remains, a do-as-you-please place. Local residents and staffers with Italian Instituto Oikos, the group Tedesco works for, say dynamite fishing persists even within earshot of the ranger station. They say Thai and Burmese trawlers encroach into no-fishing areas, and that natural forest on one park island, Bocho, is being converted to rubber, encouraged by government policy.

Without any management plan in place, four settlements in the park and a fifth within a proposed buffer zone have grown dramatically and now total about 3,000 people, many of them Burmese migrants from the mainland. Blast fishing has become so intense that the Myanmar navy sent four vessels to the area in January in an attempt to curb it.

Despite the ongoing depredations, the park retains an incredible variety of natural life, according to a report by Oikos and the Burmese non-government group BANCA. Its evergreen forests harbor 195 plant species, including trees soaring as high as 30 meters (98 feet), and many of the park's 228 bird species. Sea life ranges from dugongs — large mammals similar to manatees — to 73 different kinds of seaweed. Nineteen mammal species, seven of them globally threatened, are at home here, including macaques seen on rocky headlands hunting for some of the 42 crab species. There's even a wild elephant, lone survivor from a herd earlier transported from the mainland. These wonders have sparked a recent push by tourism developers into the once isolated Mergui archipelago where Lampi is embedded amid some 800 stunning, mostly uninhabited islands. Tedesco says that a Singapore company has already been granted permission to build a hotel within the park "even before a management plan is in place." She says the onset of possible mass tourism carries risk, but also potential benefits. Pressure from scuba diving outfits and divers was largely responsible for halting blast fishing in many marine areas of neighboring Thailand, where some parks have curbed illegal activities by providing tourist-related income to the local culprits who once carried them out. Tedesco says the Moken, the sea nomads who have inhabited the Mergui archipelago for centuries, would make ideal nature guides.

"We need community participation to preserve the parks," says Naing Thaw, director of Myanmar's Forestry Department. He says the government intends to expand the protected areas from 5.6 percent of the country to 10 percent by 2020, adding eight more reserves. But he says authorities face "material, human resources and financial constraints" in turning demarcated areas into viable havens for wildlife and natural habitat.

Plans are underway for a major infusion of funds from foreign donors to focus on upgrading more than half a dozen parks. Inland wetlands, estuaries and marine areas, which contain Southeast Asia's largest remaining coral reefs and some of the world's most important biodiversity, and underrepresented in Myanmar's parks, and environmentalists are pushing more of them to be protected. Before the civilian government took over, foreign conservation funding amounted to roughly $1 million a year. It is expected to reach up to $3 million in 2014 and jump to more than $20 million with major players like Norway and the U.N. Development Program coming in.

"The most critical intervention is to expand the marine protected area to protect it not only from tourism but more serious impacts such as bottom trawling and blast fishing before emerging vested interests render the designation of marine protected areas impossible," says Frank Momberg, based in the country for Flora and Fauna International.

Last month, the group said it hoped the formation of a new park in Kachin state would help save a primate species discovered by scientists just four years ago. At most, 330 snub-nosed monkeys survive in the northern frontier area, and they are threatened by illegal logging. Foreign experts working with Burmese are impressed by the high level of dedication and professionalism by some in the government, especially given the powerful forces they must challenge to guard depredation — generals, government cronies, Thai and Chinese dam builders. Lynam, of the Wildlife Conservation Society, works with elephant protection in several parks and says patrols he has accompanied have caught villagers hauling timber out of parks who confessed to working for the local police and forest rangers. Even some Buddhist monks are involved, he says, with logs "donated" by illegal loggers who split the profits with log-laundering monasteries.
He sees the accelerating infusion of foreign funding for the parks, and the general environment, as a two-edged sword. "As the resources are made available, I think you are going to see some very good parks emerging in five to 10 years. There's lots of hope," he says. "But foreign money can also help empower the powerful guys who abet corruption. I've seen it in other countries. Lynam says a lot of foreign money intended for conservation will be "going through the system and into somebody's handbag, but even if a fraction of it is used it will be a great help." A number of international environmental groups have already set up operations and more are eager to come in. "We know the experiences of other countries that have so-called opened up, like Vietnam, where most of the mangrove swamps were lost in a decade. We can see the dangers of what could also be lost in Myanmar in the next 10 years or so," says Robert Mather, Southeast Asian head of the International Union for the Conservation of Nature. "It's a moment in time with golden opportunities to save something that is still out there." 

© 2009 The Himalayan Times 

Bangladesh: Fishing for solutions to malnutrition in Bangladesh   
http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/2014/03/30/fishing-solutions-malnutrition-bangladesh
In Bangladesh, where half the population lives below the poverty line, a UN-funded programme has been working with farmers to breed nutrient-dense small fish for communities. How to get enough nutrition into the diets of some of the world's poorest people is a persistent problem in the developing world. In Bangladesh, where half the population lives below the poverty line, a UN-funded programme in the country's North West has been working with farmers to breed nutrient-dense small fish for communities. The country has one of the world's highest rates of malnutrition, while more than 40 per cent of children suffer from stunted growth. "In Europe, children get most of their calcium from drinking milk or eating cheese," said Nigel Brett of the International Fund for Agricultural Development. "But in rural Bangladesh milk is not that widely available and with a predominantly rice-based diet, which is very low in micro-nutrients, we need to find other options."
To tackle the lack of essential minerals in people's diets, the United Nations worked with 2000 households by funding the World Fish programme Now, a group of 70 farmers is using new skills in the production and preparation of small fish, to tackle malnutrition's blight The fish are rich in iron, zinc, vitamin A and calcium - perfect for pregnant women and the growing bodies of small children. The programme also makes the most of what Bangladesh has in abundance: four million household ponds. "The children of the community do not suffer from malnutrition any more,"  said Latifa Begum, one of the lead farmers and a nutrition trainer in the town of Mondolpara.

"They’re stronger and generally healthier." The production of small fish in ponds in this region is now up by more than three times, and impressed neighbouring communities are trying it for themselves. Bangladesh has many entrenched, long-term social problems, and a small scale programme like this makes a mere dent. But for this community, the outside help has made life that little bit easier. This story was produced with footage shot by the United Nations' International Fund for Agricultural Development. 
Pakistan: Mahasher fish faces extinction  

http://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2014/04/18/national/mahasher-fish-faces-extinction/
Owing to damming and ecological fragmentation of water bodies, pollution, water diversion, habitat destruction and indiscriminate hunting, population of Mahasher fish has been continuously declining in the country. The fish of Tor family is presently almost non-existent in the rivers of Punjab. “Pakistan Museum of Natural History (PMNH) has taken effective measures to preserve the fish, facing extinction at alarming pace, by declaring Poonch River of Azad Jammu and Kashmir as Mahasher National Park,” said Director of PMNH, Dr Muhammad Rafique. He further said that IUCN has declared the fish as an endangered species, adding that 10 Kg specimen of 3.5 feet long have been caught in the Poonch River.

Nepal: Armala wetlands drying up

http://www.myrepublica.com/portal/index.php?action=news_details&news_id=73213
 Until a few years ago, farmers in Armala VDC of Kaski district had to wade through waist-deep mud to plant paddy crops, recalls Shanti Karki, a local. But to the surprise of the locals, the wetlands in the VDC have all dried up. These wetlands started drying up after formation of sinkholes in the village since October last year.  Farmers had no difficulty planting paddy in the wetlands then, but now have to plow the fields.  Around 4,000 hectares of land in the VDC, which once was a wetland, have turned into dry fields, said Rajendra Acharya, secretary of Armala VDC. “The locals grew a variety of crops in the wetlands, but they do not have the choice now as the fields have dried up,” he said. 

“Water is scarce and we do not even have enough water for the cattle,” said Liladhar Acharya, president of Armala Pidit Sarokar Samiti. He further said there was abundant water in the VDC until last winter. Kamal Dwibedi, a member of the experts´ team formed by the government to study the sinkholes, said haphazard construction is to blame for the formation of sinkholes as groundwater has formed tunnel like structures below the ground.
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Maldives: Halal certificates’ awarded to three companies 
http://minivannews.com/news-in-brief/halal-certificates-awarded-to-three-companies-83051
Under an initiative of the Ministry of Islamic Affairs to categorise food products produced in the Maldives as ‘halal’, three companies have on Sunday been awarded the first ‘Halal certificates’. After research into the manufacturing process, the Islamic Ministry today awarded five products of Felivaru Fisheries, 12 products of Maldives Industrial Fisheries Company (MIFCO), and three products of Horizon Fisheries with the certificate. The certificates were awarded by Minister of Economic Development Mohamed Saeed at a ceremony held  in the Islamic Ministry on Sunday. The new policy represents the government’s attempts to find alternative fish export markets, including the middle-eastern and the Malaysian market, after withdrawing its application for European Union (EU) duty-free status of imported fish from the country. Last November, the EU declined to extend the duty-free status on Maldivian fish exports under its Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) program – a non-reciprocal trade agreement extended to developing countries – as the government had not ratified all 27 required international conventions.
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