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Himachal Pradesh: Cooperative banks agree to finance women SHGs
http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/cooperative-banks-agree-to-finance-women-shgs-114042401033_1.html
All cooperative banks have agreed to participate in National Rural Livelihood Mission where women self help groups (SHGs) will get subsidised loan on the pattern of commercial banks, state government said today.  The banks in the state were performing well and surpassed the targeted budget by disbursing a fresh credit of Rs 9,265 crore for various activities upto December, 2013, Principal Secretary (Finance) Shrikant Baldi said at a bankers meeting here. 

As many as 54 new bank branches were opened during the quarter ended December, 2013, raising the total number of branches to 1,760 in the state, he said. In addition, 1305 ATMs were installed by banks, he added. Baldi said that discussion was on to finalise a new model, where the charge of bank on lent property was to be made through ICT based technology which will curtail various visits of borrowers availing bank loan in the state. He called upon the bankers to stimulate their efforts to cover all needy farmers under Kisan Credit Card Scheme.

Madhya Pradesh: Death of fish in Sirpur Lake: Officials blame it on heat 
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/articleshow/34305166.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
A day after death of fish in Sirpur Lake, Indore Municipal Corporation (IMC) swung into action and got in touch with fisheries department to find out possible solution to the problem. Residents of the area blame the garbage spread over surface of lake water as one of the major reasons for death of fishes, while civic officials tried to downplay the matter as normal phenomena of summer.

Pradeep Sharma, a resident of the locality, said garbage dump can be seen all around the lake and garbage is even floating on surface of water. "In monsoon season last year, canal of lake was chocked because of garbage which had caused flooding in the locality," said Sharma adding that civic officials have been ignorant about cleaning lake and its surroundings. Sirpur Lake is one of the major attractions for migratory birds and IMC is spending good amount of money on its maintenance. City engineer and in-charge of Sirpur Lake, Vinod Saraf said they had sought information from fisheries department in the matter. According to fisheries department, oxygen is sparse in water during summer season due to which fishes come close to land and die because of heat. 


West Bengal: FIFI hails decision on opening Coast Guard station  http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Visakhapatnam/fifi-hails-decision-on-opening-coast-guard-station/article5953420.ece
Federation of Indian Fishery Industries (FIFI) has described as a big victory for the trawler owners in convincing the Centre to open Indian Coast Guard (ICG) station at Frazerganj in South 24 Parganas district in West Bengal for better coastal security. ICG agreed to operate two hovercrafts from the operating base in South 24 Parganas and ensure regular surveillance off the international maritime boundary and the territorial waters of Sundarbans area. 

Sundarbans is an UNESCO heritage site with abundant mangrove forests and prestigious Royal Bengal Tiger Project, AIFI president Y.G.K. Murti said on Sunday. The Coast Guard, he said, had also promised to coordinate with the West Bengal Administration, Marine Police, Fisheries, Customs and Forest Departments and local fishermen to ensure effective surveillance and coastal security in Sundarbans area.
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Odisha: New fisheries policy to augment fish production, offer incentives 
http://odishasuntimes.com/49660/new-fisheries-policy-augment-production-offer-host-incentives/
The Odisha government is ready with a comprehensive fisheries policy aimed at bridging the gap between the demand and supply of fish for domestic consumption and encouraging public private partnership (PPP) to raise the production capacity in the fishery sector. The key areas of the policy are based on national and international commitments and requirements covering the entire gamut of fisheries – harvest and post harvest infrastructure and market support, socio economic aspects of fishermen and related issues.

As per the draft fisheries policy, the state government has aimed to tap the potential of aquaculture, inland as well as marine fisheries. Odisha is one of the major states that offers a vast scope for development of inland, brackish water and marine fisheries. The strength of the fisheries sector in Odisha lies in the large under or unutilized fresh water and brackish water resources. By harnessing the resources judiciously, the fish production from the capture and capture-cum-culture fisheries could be substantially augmented to meet the domestic market demand, create employment for rural poor and enhance their food, nutritional and livelihood opportunities,” said the draft policy.

The objectives of the policy include upgradation of infrastructure facilities in the fisheries sector, upgradation of overall quality of fish, enhancing productivity and production of fish and expanding export markets for high value products. The policy has also laid importance on an efficient value chain and an organised and secure marketing of fish and fishery products so as to protect the interests of both producers and consumers’ while augmenting marine products export and foreign exchange earnings of Odisha. The state has 80% fish eating population and the market is enormous. The policy has provisions for fiscal incentives. It seeks to declare aquaculture as an agricultural activity to facilitate easy flow of credit/ institutional finance.

Necessary incentives and tax holidays will be provided to large scale fish farmers who produce at least 10 tonnes of fish per hectare. The policy draft says adequate and timely credit will be provided to investors, particularly towards working capital in the fish processing sector. The government will also promote insurance cover for fresh water aquaculture by providing 50 per cent of the insurance premium.

Odisha: Odisha is being awarded as the leading State in respect of fishermen insurance in India 
http://www.orissadiary.com/CurrentNews.asp?id=49571#sthash.2cPN4d9Q.dpuf
Odisha is being awarded as the leading State in respect of fishermen insurance in the entire country in last five years. Out of the 12 lakh fishermen in Odisha, 11 lakh have been insured under the Group Accident Insurance Scheme (GAIS), which is highest for any State. This was informed by the National Federation of Fishermen’s Cooperatives Ltd, (Fishcopfed) Managing Director Bimal Kumar Mishra. Mishra while speaking at a workshop on social security for fishers here said, “Though the actual numbers of fishermen in the country and in Odisha are yet to be ascertained, our report states that it is 12 lakh in Odisha. Out of them, we have provided insurance cover to 11 lakh fishermen. But we urge the State Government to make a survey to ascertain the actual number of fishermen in order to strengthen the social security and socioeconomic conditions of the poor fishers.” Sources said the Fishcopfed, apex body of fisheries cooperatives movement in India, has already disbursed Rs2.8 crore in last five years towards insurance claim.Now, the Fishcopfed is providing Rs1-lakh insurance coverage against death and permanent (total) disability and Rs50,000 against permanent partial disability.Among others, New India Assurance Company Ltd Senior Divisional Manager Sarbeswar Sahoo, State Cooperative Societies Deputy Director Bijay Kumar Mishra and Fisheries Cooperative Inspectors of 30 districts attended the workshop.   
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Andhra Pradesh: Fisheries Dept Takes Up Experimental Project On Exotic Fish
http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/karnataka/Fisheries-Dept-Takes-Up-Experimental-Project-On-Exotic-Fish/2014/04/28/article2193555.ece
Farmers interested in rearing fish with good commercial value will have to wait for another eight to ten months for the availability of Pangasius sutchi. The Department of Fisheries has taken up an experimental project of rearing Pangasius sutchi in the Krishnaraja Sagar (KRS)reservoir. The project is expected to be completed in a few months, after which the fish may be made available to rearers. Pangasius sutchi is an exotic fish imported from Thailand for its high commercial value. Fisheries officials said if the experimental project becomes successful, then farmers can take up its rearing which can fetch them a good value. “The current market value for each fish is `75-`100. Farmers can rear this fish in small areas and the government will provide subsidies for it,” said an official. The fish is mostly used for ornamental purposes and displayed in big aquariums in corporate offices. For the first time, the Fisheries Department has taken up fish farming in the KRS reservoir. The fish is reared extensively in Andhra Pradesh, Haryana, Punjab and other states. Farmers in Raichur and Bellary districts also started rearing Pangasius sutchi in small areas. Rearing of the fish has been taken up in 48 compartments and each has 4,000-5,000 fingerlings.

The fish will be of two colours — black and white. Due its small size, rearing it in a reservoir is not easy. Officials are using small nets to prevent it from swimming out of the reservoir through canals. The fish, a voracious eater, is fed pelleted food. According to Department sources, the experimental project should have started in 2011, but due to severe drought and shortage of water in the reservoir, the project was delayed. Mandya Fisheries Department Assistant Director of Fisheries (ADF) Swetha said Pangasius sutchi production is done under cage culture in the KRS reservoir.
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Tamil Nadu: Work begins on additional wharfs in Kasimedu harbour
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/work-begins-on-additional-wharfs-in-kasimedu-harbour/article5953972.ece
The new facilities will provide safe anchorage for another 630 boats. Work to construct additional wharfs and four finger jetties at a cost of Rs. 75 crore began at the Kasimedu fishing harbour on Thursday. Sources in the fisheries department said that the additional facilities will allow safe anchorage for another 630 boats. The works, which includes formation of internal roads and construction of two net-mending sheds and toilets and provision of drinking water, are likely to be completed in two years’ time. Around 300 m of wharf will be created along the northern breakwater. The existing wharf will get two finger jetties, the extension will get one and another will come on the Nagoorar Thottam side. A diaphragm-type wharf of 290 m length will come up on the Nagoorar Thottam side, officials explained. On Thursday, a bhumi puja was held at the site.

Apart from the new constructions, which were announced by the Chief Minister in the Assembly, the existing wharf, which was repaired recently, is being lengthened by another 50 m. The repair works at a cost of Rs. 17 crore on 500 m of wharf are nearing completion. Fishermen said that every day, around 30,000 persons visit the harbour to purchase around 100 tonnes of fish but there were no facilities including toilets and drinking water. “We do not even have garbage bins. Most of the fish that lands here is sent to Kerala since we are unable to export from here,” said a fisherman.
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Tamil Nadu: Fasting fisherwomen urge Collector to drop cases
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/puducherry/fasting-fisherwomen-urge-collector-to-drop-cases/article5962391.ece?utm_source=RSS_Feed&utm_medium=RSS&utm_campaign=RSS_Syndication
Earlier, they tried to meet the Chief Minister N. Rangasamy. The Veerampattinam fisherwomen who started an indefinite hunger strike on Monday have now submitted a memorandum to the District Collector, urging that the cases against the 40 people from the village be dropped.

The group arrived at the garlanding ceremony of poet Bharathidasan on Tuesday morning and attempted to meet the Chief Minister N. Rangasamy, but did not succeed. Subsequently they went to the Collectorate to submit their memorandum asking for the withdrawal of the cases to District Collector S.B. Deepak Kumar. According to the police, the problem started on the day of polling, when a large group of people decided not to vote. Despite the panchayat passing an order that the people of Veerampattinam would not vote, around 1500 people went ahead and exercised their franchise. The day after the polls, there was unrest in the village, when the members who decided to vote were allegedly attacked by the others. The authorities were also forced to seal the panchayat office when announcements were made discouraging people of the village from voting on the day, the police said.
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Kerala: Fishermen Stage Protest 
http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/thiruvananthapuram/Fishermen-Stage-Protest/2014/04/30/article2196820.ece

Kerala Swathanthra Matsya Thozhilali Federation (KSMTF) and National Fishworkers Forum (NFF) staged an agitation in front of Secretariat on Tuesday to protest against the government move to amend the Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) norms. Inaugurating  the agitation, T Peter said that the State Govt should withdraw from the move to amend the CRZ norms which was aimed at protecting the interests of the tourist lobby and real estate mafia. Instead, the govt should take steps  to clear the hurdles in the way of construction of houses for fishermen in coastal areas. The Federation leaders warned that they would launch a nationwide agitation if the Govt refuses to address their demands.  Peter said despite the fact the SC had issued orders in 2005 to implement the CRZ norms, the Govt did not make any efforts to abide by it. It failed to stop setting up of resort complexes in coastal belt constructed in violation of CRZ norms. 
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Karnataka: New wharf to edge out traditional boats
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Mangalore/new-wharf-to-edge-out-traditional-boats/article5950667.ece?utm_source=RSS_Feed&utm_medium=RSS&utm_campaign=RSS_Syndication
Master plan being implemented considers only boats that are 10m or longer. The construction of a wharf at Thota Bengre, as part of the grand plans to expand the fishing harbour at Bunder, has enthused hundreds of mechanised boat owners. But numerous traditional boat owners are upset. They feel left out of the development of the fishery harbour as “our concerns are not taken into account”. They want to be part of the Rs. 100-crore extension project with a provision for docking at the upcoming harbour, particularly at Thota Bengre.

Owners of 150 traditional boats with 2 to 10 HP outboard engines — used for fishing mostly in the shallow waters — have demanded construction of a pond near the wharf with a channel to access it so that the boats can be safely parked there. B. Sadananda Karkera, founder of Bengre Hinniru Meenugarara Vividodhesha Sahakari Sangha at Thota Bengre, is angry that the government has not at all considered the interests of the 450 families that survive on traditional boats. True to what he says, the master plan developed by the Bangalore-based Centre Institute for Coastal Engineering for Fisheries (CICEF), takes into account boats that measure 10 m or longer. He has provided his own drawing to the authorities highlighting how construction of a couple of ponds near the wharf being built can easily solve problem.

Though on the face of it, the wharf can provide for docking of all kinds of boats, Srinivas Kharvi, a fisherman, points out the anchoring small boats close to big mechanised is nothing but inviting danger. The small movement of big boats — due to wind or water currents — will damage the small ones, particularly the fibre boats. The fishermen fear that they may be asked to move away from wharf. “We are born and brought up here and have been using the place (where wharf is coming up) for decades. Where do we go from here?” says Dharmaraj Suvarna, another fisherman. Though authorities point out that an area of 100m from the passenger jetty and the wharf could be used for traditional boats, Mr. Karkera says no such assurance has been given to the fishermen. He, however, maintains that when a wharf is constructed it should take into account the interests of all type of fishermen. The traditional fishermen should get their share of the development.

A. Sujan Rao, Assistant Executive Engineer, Port and Fisheries Engineering Sub-Division, Mangalore, maintains that the plans cannot be changed unless the Department of Fisheries initiates a proposal and gets the plans modified through the CICEF. Deputy Director of Fisheries M.D. Prasad says he will take it up with the Malpe-based Joint Director for Fisheries Harbour Ganapathi Bhat.
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Goa: Govt begins probe into shellfish mortality along Sal

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/goa/Govt-begins-probe-into-shellfish-mortality-along-Sal/articleshow/34344090.cms
Following complaints by fishermen and the Velim panchayat over the mortality of shellfish in the catchment area of River Sal along Velim, Betul and Cutbona, the government on Monday launched an investigation to determine the cause. National Institute of Oceanography (NIO) is being approached to conduct an in-depth study and to submit a report on the matter "The village panchayat has received over 150 complaints from the local, traditional fishermen regarding a mysterious phenomenon that has destroyed shellfish in the River Sal," said Velim sarpanch Melwn Sanches.


He added that over 250 fishing families, especially from the areas of Basporo, Rangalim, Zuem, Cutbona that fall within the panchayat's jurisdiction had lost their livelihood due to this phenomenon. Sanches pointed out that the traditional fishermen would previously fetch a daily income of 1,000 to 1,500 which they had lost due to this unfortunate incident.

On Monday, environment minister Alina Saldanha requested the Goa State Biodiversity Board (GSBB) to carry out an urgent field visit, following which a team consisting of Nitin Sawant, member secretary of GSBB; Trupti Jadhav, scientific officer and Manoj Borkar, member of Goa State Expert Appraisal Committee ( Goa SEAC) visited several sites along the River Sal. The team interacted with the Velim panchayat, local fishermen and visited Musher fishing jetty and a clam bed site in Velim.

"The team examined the littoral zone and the surface waters but could not find any evidence of land-based discharge of contaminants/pollutants. Also, it was clear through interaction and field observations that only the clams 'Paphia malabarica' (locally known as tisryo) were being decimated. The littoral zone had the presence of a diversity of gastropods, bivalves and crustaceans, further, confirming the possibility only of a clam-specific, mortality-inducing factor," said Borkar.


Officials from the directorate of fisheries along with the scientific personnel of Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) also collected sediments and water samples to ascertain the cause of mortality. "Considering the above, it seems that this mysterious episode of clam mortality needs a detailed investigation to determine the true cause," said Saldanha. She listed the five possibilities as a shell pathogen, shell fin toxin accumulated through filter feeding, salinity, stress-induced mortality caused by hypoxia/anoxia or a very high biological oxygen demand in the lower water strata close to the sediments.
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Maharashtra: Bombay High Court ultimatum to Cidco to protect mangroves
http://www.dnaindia.com/mumbai/report-bombay-high-court-ultimatum-to-cidco-to-protect-mangroves-1983423
Coming to the rescue of mangroves and surrounding wetlands in neighbouring Navi Mumbai, the Bombay High Court has directed the state government and Cidco to stop dumping debris on wetlands. The HC has also asked them to initiate civil and criminal action against people who were responsible for damaging the ecosystem. The HC was hearing a public interest litigation (PIL) by Navi Mumbai Environment Preservation Society, a body formed by local environmentalists, raising concern over alleged attempts to illegally reclaim two natural lakes and surrounding wetlands. The PIL sought preservation of mangroves and wetlands and alleging that the town planning authority was doing nothing to protect the mangroves. A division bench of justices Abhay Oka and Amjad Sayed has given six weeks time to Cidco to clear the debris dumped on mangroves at Palm Beach and natural lakes – DPS and Chanakya lakes.

"Mangroves attract migratory birds and people go there for bird watching. It is the duty of the government and the Cidco to protect the mangroves and wetlands," observed the court.

The HC has also directed the Cidco to put up barricades wherever required in order to prevent trucks from dumping on these lands. The inlet to the lakes has to be cleared to ensure flow of water. Also, responsibility has been fixed on forest officer and offical concerned with the Cidco for removing unauthorised constructions to ensure that no more dumping was carried out on mangroves and the wetlands. The judges have asked the police to provide protection if required by the authorities for ensuing that there is no more dumping of debris. The HC has directed that a compliance report be submitted by June 13 and has kept the matter for hearing on June 20. The HC, in February, had directed inspection of the mangroves and the two natural lakes following the PIL alleging that debris was being dumped on it. The lakes are natural habitats for migratory birds and the authority has been directed to take necessary steps to stop alleged illegal dumping of construction debris and garbage in the lakes and surrounding wetlands.

One of the two lakes is situated behind the Delhi Public School in Nerul and is spread on an area of 30 acres and the other is situated behind Maritime University, TS Chanakya in sector 34. The PIL also raised concern over Cidco's plan to construct Living Heritage – a cultural theme park at Kharghar, alleging that it poses a major threat to the ecology in the locality. "Ironically, the site selected is right in the middle of eco-sensitive wetlands and reed beds that support multiple species," states the PIL.
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India: Oceans Summit calls for action against overfishing, pollution
http://www.indileak.com/oceans-summit-calls-for-action-against-overfishing-pollution/
On the fourth and final day of the Global Oceans Action Summit here on Friday, the delegates agreed that action on a global scale is needed to tackle overfishing, climate change and pollution of the oceans. Global leaders, ocean practitioners, scientists, and representatives from government, business, civil society and international organisations from around 80 countries and regions came together to discuss solutions for a cleaner ocean and food security from April 22-25 in The Hague, Xinhua reported. On the last day of the conference they issued a joint statement. “We have the solutions for sustainable fisheries and blue growth in our own hands and now it is a matter of putting this into action on a global scale, and this action starts today.” Ten cross-boundary partnerships were announced between nations and businesses. In general the leaders agreed to stop overfishing and to eliminate overcapacity, that subsidies should be used for sustainable fisheries only, that illegal fisheries must be banned and that regional agreements are needed with businesses to achieve this.

In addition, the delegates said to accelerating the ratification of agreed mechanisms for improved fisheries practices, that the impact of climate change on the oceans should be recognised and that the oceans must be a special focus in the United Nations Sustainability Objectives. Sharon Dijksma, the Dutch state secretary for economic affairs and chair of the summit, was satisfied with the results. “This week the world didn’t just show courage,” she said. “It showed especially that it’s ready for action to tackle overfishing, climate change and pollution. That is exactly what the world needs right now, as only then will fish and healthy oceans still be able to provide for hundreds of millions of people after 2030.”

“This summit has put an accent on action and the route to navigate on oceans, fisheries management and aquaculture is much clearer than before,” reacted Arni Mathiesen, assistant director-general of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO). The Global Oceans Action Summit was organised by the Dutch government in collaboration with the FAO, the World Bank and the governments of Grenada, Indonesia, Mauritius, Norway and the US. The next summit will be held in Washington on June 16-17 this year.

Bangladesh: Government imposes ban on shallow fishing in Bay 
http://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/2014/apr/26/government-imposes-ban-shallow-fishing-bay#sthash.lu0h29sM.dpuf


The Fisheries and Livestock Ministry on Thursday issued a gazette notification in this regard. The government has imposed a ban on fishing in the Bay of Bengal where water level is less than 40 metres, aiming to protect fish resources. The decision was made at an inter-ministerial meeting held on April 20 with Fisheries and Livestock Minister Sayedul Haque in the chair. The Fisheries and Livestock Ministry on Thursday issued a gazette notification in this regard. Meanwhile, the Bangladesh Navy and Coast Guard have been asked to take necessary steps to protect fish in the deep sea. The ministry had also formed a monitoring committee, led by its Joint Secretary Anisur Rahman, to take prompt action against the trawlers coming from Myanmar and Thailand and poaching fish in the Bay of Bengal. Ministry’s Public Relations Officer Mohammad Ali Sarker told the Dhaka Tribune yesterday that the government had taken the decision to protect sea fish from illegal local or foreign fishermen so that the country’s people may get fish as per their demand. It could be ensured if the order was followed properly, he added. “The minister has also asked the authorities concerned to replace all the bottom water trawlers with mid-water trawlers immediately,” he quoted the minister as saying. An official order in this regard would be issued shortly.

After the meeting, Sayedul Haque told the Dhaka Tribune that the government would not allow anyone to import or build any wooden trawlers in future. “Also, we will not allow the licence-holders to replace new trawlers with their old trawlers.” Licences for the trawlers given 20-25 years back would not be renewed further to ensure limited fish catch and protect the country’s fish resources. The minister said the heads of law enforcement agencies and departments concerned were instructed to take legal action against the foreign trawlers trespassing into the Bangladesh’s maritime area. Bangladesh will not allow any unauthorised trawlers into its territory for fishing illegally. “If they enter illegally, we will catch them,” the minister said. He informed that although 75 trawlers should be involved in fishing in Bangladesh waters, nearly 221 fishing boats are now catching fish.

According to the fisheries department, the government approved 199 trawlers for deep-sea fishing between 1973 and 2011, but there are around 40,000 fishing boats and trawlers fishing in the sea at present.
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Pakistan: Illegal netting dwindles export of quality fish
http://www.nation.com.pk/national/28-Apr-2014/illegal-netting-dwindles-export-of-quality-fish
With fishermen using Mash net for fishing at Balochistan coast, the illegal netting has dwindled export of quality fish. This was pointed out during a roundtable conference held in Gwadar the other day on the topic of ‘Issues in Fisheries and Coastal Area Development in Balochistan’ organised by Chief Minister’s Policy Reform Unit, Strengthening Participatory Federalism and Decentralization Project UNDP in collaboration with Fisheries Department Government of Balochistan. The roundtable conference was aimed at improving the life standards of the people linked with the fisheries, living at coastal areas and bringing to fore their issues.

The roundtable was attended by Secretary Fisheries Mohammad Iqbal Khossa, Head of Chief Minister’s Policy Reform Unit Dr Kaiser Bengali, Chairman Gwadar Port Dosteen Jamaldini, DG Gwader Development Authourity Dr Sajjad Baloch, former provincial speaker Akram Dashti, former provincial minister Zahoor Buledi, IUCN consultant Tahir Qureshi, Coordinatior to Chief Minster’s Policy Reform Unit Dr Ishaque Baloch, fishermen and other people from social sector and political parties.

All participants appreciated the efforts taken by Chief Minter’s Policy Reform Unit and UNDP for conducting such a consultative conference. All the concerned stake holders were allowed to participate and elaborate the issues facing a common fisherman and the problems found in the coastal belt.

Speaking on the occasion, the representatives of the fishermen said that in fisheries sector, unavailability of clean drinking water, missing facilities of boats, no proper cooling system, lack of innovative and modern equipment, untrained and non-skilled labour, illegal smuggling of Iranian oil were some major problems which were creating hurdles for the fishermen.

“But, on the top of all and alarming issues is illegal trolling in the coastal waters,” they said, adding that such illegal practices were very dangerous for the overall marine ecosystem and creating obstruction for the overall business of a common fisherman. On the occasion, Chairman Gwadar Port Dostain Khan Jamaldini said the dwindling ratio of export of quality fish was due to illegal netting as fishermen were using Mash net for fishing.

“This practice should be abolished,” he said and added that government was committed to provide all facilities at the fish harbor. He said there was a need to adopt new and modern techniques for processing, storing, packing and transporting the sea food. He also urged to train the fishermen with modern practicing techniques.

Former provincial minister for GDA Zahoor Buledi said that flow of fund from provincial government was very slow and stressed that it should be sped up because fisheries sector was very lucrative business but missing facilities in jetties and harbor, inter-connected road networks should be constructed on immediate basis. He said fishermen should be declared a Labour and the labour laws and international conventions should be followed in this sector.

Director General GDA, Dr Sajjad Hussain Baloch said social issues shall be discussed with the public concerned and community development would bring positive changes to create awareness about the problems and make opportunities available in the coastal area for fishermen.

He said Balochistan was enriched in natural resources and to tap this, GDA was working on construction of two jetties in Surbunder and Pishukan. “When these jetties will become functional, it will boost up the business of the local fishermen and the residents,” he said and added that private groups shall come forward to invest in the coastal area development, tourism industry which would provide a chance of development to the coastal area.

Sri Lanka: Sri Lankan fishermen societies in Mannar instructed to provide information on members to Navy
http://www.colombopage.com/archive_14A/Apr25_1398430632JV.php
Fishermen in Mannar say that the fishermen's associations in the area have received instructions to provide information about their members to the Sri Lanka Navy. The Mannar Fisheries Cooperative Society says fisheries authorities in the district had instructed all societies to provide information of its members to the Navy.

Fisheries Cooperative Society President, Noor Mohammed Aalam told the media that the fishermen in the area now concerned whether the information is being gathered to re-implement the pass system for fishing that existed during the period of the war. He added that forms similar to the ones distributed when the pass system was in place were being distributed among fisheries societies. The form requires the fisherman to fill in the name, national identity card number, religion, information on their fishing equipments, the registration number of their fishing boats and the amount of fuel used for travelling.

Meanwhile, the Mannar District Assistant Director of the Fisheries Department, B.S. Mirando has been quoted in the media as saying that Navy officials are distributing such forms and clarified that the officials have not mentioned anything about re-implementing the pass system.

Myanmar: Migrant fishing worker documentation ‘hampered’ 
http://www.bangkokpost.com/news/local/406825/migrant-fishing-worker-documentation-hampered
Efforts to register undocumented migrant workers in the fishing industry have yielded few results due to prohibitive and inflexible health insurance fees, insiders say. The Provincial Labour Coordination Centre for Sea Fishery Workers, a one-stop registration service set up to help prevent and combat trafficking in the fishery industry, was established in August last year. But progress has been moving at a snail’s pace due to complicated legal impediments and bureaucratic regulations, according to authorities and industry figures attending the annual meeting of the Thai Overseas Fisheries Association last week.

Immigration authorities are supposed to prosecute business owners who employ undocumented migrant workers, but the meeting was told this was proving nearly impossible as almost all migrants working on fishing boats lack legal documentation. Employers and fishing operators are required to submit lists of undocumented migrant workers to the Department of Employment so they can be issued with a document to

apply for registration certification.

But they have mostly failed to do so, claiming that it will subject them to unrealistically high fees for health checks and insurance premiums — totalling 2,800 baht a year per person — while the job-hopping nature of the industry means workers rarely see out their full contracts, even though the minimum insurance coverage is one year. Workers are supposed to pay for the insurance out of their own wages, though sometimes employers will foot the bill. Either way, the incentives of registering are outweighed by the high insurance costs, the meeting was told.

Illicit brokers also intervene to help unregistered migrants dodge inspections and prosecution by authorities, the industry figures said. The Department of Employment is responsible for work permit registration, but sources said only about 7,000 migrants have registered out of the more than 400,000 who work illegally on Thai fishing boats. Of those who have registered, only 1,000 have showed up to pay for and receive their documents, while the other 6,000 are still awaiting processing. A memorandum of understanding which the labour and foreign ministries reached with neighbouring countries also overlooks labour supply for the fisheries industry, as foreign governments were reluctant to assist their nationals being sent to work in dangerous professions.

Thai Overseas Fisheries Association vice president Nithiwat Therananthakul said the fishing industry has already been hit hard by pressure from tightening regulations and higher operating costs, including soaring fuel prices and fishing concession fees. This is compounded by workers skipping out on jobs after just a few journeys at sea. For workers, the health insurance expenses are often the final straw forcing them to leave their jobs, despite the fact that in many cases employers have already paid for passports, work permits and offshore training, said Mr Nithiwat, who owns a sizeable fleet in Ranong.

“We would like to see more realistic methods for packaging health insurance, moving away from yearly blocks to quarterly or six-monthly coverage which would match the duration of work contracts,” Mr Nithiwat said. Fisheries Department deputy director-general Surajit Intarachit said one-stop-service centres had been created to help address the trafficking problems, and industry leaders needed to work together with government agencies to iron out any issues. The department is sending mobile registration units to campaign not only in the seven pilot provinces but also in another 15 coastal provinces to help encourage workers to register within the next month, said Waraporn Prompoj, a senior expert on international fisheries affairs. Random checks of migrants working offshore will also start.

Maldives: Sri Lanka and Maldives agree to strengthen co-operation in fisheries sector
http://www.asiantribune.com/node/79341


Sri Lanka and Maldives have agreed to enhance bilateral co-operation following the successful completion of the official visit to Sri Lanka by Maldivian Foreign Minister (Ms.) Dunya Maumoon at the invitation of Minister of External Affairs of Sri Lanka (Prof.) G.L. Peiris.

 the two Ministers engaged in bilateral consultations at the Ministry of External Affairs on the whole gamut of bilateral relations including political, economic and cultural and educational spheres. The discussions also covered co-operation in regional and international fora.

The two Ministers assessed the various outcomes of the State visit of Maldivian President Abdulla Yameen Abdul Gayoom in January 2014 and considered ways and means of expediting the decisions. Given the qualitative and quantitative expansion of co-operation between the two countries, it was agreed to re-orient the Sri Lanka-Maldives Joint Commission bringing all areas of bilateral engagement within the Joint Commission framework. Consequently, the focused areas of the Joint Commission will include Economic Co-operation, Tourism, Culture, Fisheries, Education, Health, Youth & Skills Development, Sports, Employment, Consular & Community Affairs, Co-operation in the Legal field and Air Services. The Joint Commission would facilitate a periodic review of the progress and provide necessary policy direction in the areas of identified co-operation.

The two Ministers were accompanied at the talks by the Maldivian Acting. High Commissioner Dr. Hussain Niyaaz, Secretary to the Ministry of External Affairs Mrs. Kshenuka Senewiratne and officials of the two countries.

During the visit, the visiting Minister attended an event at the Temple Trees on 26th April hosted by President Mahinda Rajapaksa in his capacity as the Chair-in-Office of the Commonwealth to celebrate the cultural diversity of the organization in the backdrop of the Sinhala & Tamil New Year. Former President Maumoon Abdul Gayoom of Maldives and Madam Nasreena Ibrahim, the parents of the Maldivian Foreign Minister, as Special Guests of President Rajapaksa also graced the occasion.

Disclaimer  

The materials comprising the DC News Alerts are provided by the Documentation Centre of International Collective in Support of Fishworkers (ICSF) Trust, as a service to its readers and users of its website on an "as-is, as-available" basis for informational purposes only. ICSF assumes no responsibility for any errors or omissions in these Alerts or in the materials they contain. The opinions and positions expressed in these stories are those of the authors/sources concerned and do not necessarily represent the official views of ICSF.  This message has been received through email from ICSF DC.  
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