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Andaman & Nicobar Islands: Subsidy offered for constn, purchase of Deep Sea Fishing Vessels

http://echoofindia.com/port-blair-subsidy-offered-constn-purchase-deep-sea-fishing-vessels-55588
The Department of Fisheries, A&N Administration has invited applications from Individuals/ Self Help Groups/ Joint Liability Groups/ Co-op. Societies/ Co-op. Federation/ Partnership Firms/ Private Limited Companies from A&N Islands for availing the subsidy for construction/purchase of new Deep Sea Fishing Vessels under Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY) during 2014-15. As per the terms and conditions of the scheme, the bank linked subsidy @ of 25% of the cost of fishing vessel subject to a maximum of Rs 25.00 lakh per vessel would be extended, the overall length (OAL) of the vessel should be minimum of 45 feet and maximum of 65 feet, subsidy would be admissible only for newly constructed/ purchased fishing vessels, subsidy would be sanctioned only after the sanction of loan by the Bank financing the project, the vessel should be a multipurpose fishing vessel with long lining as one of the main components with provision for trolling/ gill netting, the vessel should have facilities for refrigerated sea water tank/ brine tank and insulated fish hold and the subsidy shall be admissible for a maximum of 02 (two) deep sea fishing vessels per beneficiary in case of sufficient number of applicants are not available.

The application form and detailed terms and conditions of the scheme can be obtained from the Directorate of Fisheries/ Fisheries Zonal Offices/ Fisheries Sub Offices/ Panchayat Samities and the completed applications in duplicate along with the approved drawing, design from certified Naval Architect and cost estimate quotation from the manufacturer/ supplier may be submitted to the nearest Fisheries Zonal Offices/ Fisheries Sub Offices/ Panchayat Samities on or before 20.07.2014.

Uttar Pradesh: Thousands of fish found dead 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kanpur/Thousands-of-fish-found-dead/articleshow/34815948.cms
Thousands of fish were found dead in a pond at Bhademau village of Sandalpur block in Jhinjhak police area in Kanpur Dehat district under suspicious circumstances in the past two days. The district administration, in the year 2011, had leased out the pond to one Mewa Lal of Bhademau village for fish farming for a period of 10 years. Mewa Lal lodged a complaint with SDM Sikandara alleging that the water in the pond could have been poisoned on Monday night. He demanded immediate arrest of those who were responsible for this. Samples of water and the dead fish have been collected and sent to a laboratory. "Based on the laboratory report alone can we initiate any action," said SDM Sikandara Mohan Singh.
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Gujarat: Heat fries Kankaria fish

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/City/Ahmedabad/Heat-fries-Kankaria-fish/articleshow/34795829.cms
The heatwave condition prevailing in the city is not only affecting humans but also taking toll on fish in Kankaria lake. On Wednesday, hundreds of fish were found dead in the lake. Those fish which were in the shallow water and near the bank could not tolerate the heat and died. Weather officials said that on Wednesday the city was reeling under heat wave as temperature soared to 42.5 degree celsius while Gandhinagar recorded 42 degree celsius. Rajkot was the hottest at 43.6 degree while Kandla recorded 43.4 degree. 

Deesa in north Gujarat recorded 41.6 degree. Heat wave conditions would continue to prevail over parts of Gujarat state on Thursday. "The stormy winds and light drizzles did little for the city as the temperature continued to rise. People should take care and take plenty of fluids," said a physician at Civil Hospital. Initially, it was suspected that the fish were dying due to contamination in the water but later officials found that deaths were reported in shallow water and near the bank. 
Kamla Nehru Zoological Park director Dr R K Sahu said, "The fish in the shallow water and those near the bank frequently come out on the surface of the water and are exposed to heat. These fish die. This is natural and whenever the mercury rises, such deaths do occur." He said that the deaths were very small in number and there was no need to panic. He said that a large number of fish die when the biological oxygen demand (BOD) falls drastically in water. "We even took stock of the BOD in the water and found it to be at 14. The danger level of BOD is below four,'' he said.
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Gujarat: IFC Won't Support Expansion of Disastrous Tata Mundra Project

http://theenergycollective.com/guayjguay/375951/ifc-wont-support-expansion-disastrous-tata-mundra-project
The World Bank President Dr. Jim Yong Kim and the bank's International Finance Corporation (IFC) are at a crossroads -- they can either choose to to be on the right side of human rights and the environment, or they can continue ignoring the facts. In 2009, the IFC loaned $15 million to a Honduran palm oil company -- Corporation Dinant (Dinant) -- despite public allegations of violence and intimidation. In that same year, a coup, allegedly backed by Dinant's owner Miguel Facussé, overthrew president Manuel Zelaya and set off a wave of violence, causing Honduras to be labeled the most murderous country in the world. Since 2010, over 100 leaders from the rural farming communities have been murdered, including 40 linked to Dinant and the company's forcible eviction of families in a campaign of terror against farmers.

 

But instead of responding to the growing crisis, the IFC dug in deeper, approving a $70 million loan to one of Dinant's biggest creditors, Banco Financiera Comercial Hondureña. 

In response to growing complaints, Compliance Adviser Ombudsman (CAO) --  the independent investigative mechanism of the IFC -- reviewed the IFC's involvement and issued a damning report, citing the IFC for failing to follow its own Integrity Due Diligence Procedure. This procedure is used "for identifying and documenting the potential risks associated with unethical and illegal activities which include environmental, social, governance and financial crime issues such as child labor, corruption, fraud, and money laundering."  The IFC, however, appeared not to care. In a response signed-off on by President Kim, the IFC largely dismissed the CAO findings rather than taking meaningful action to correct the harm that had been done. This sparked a wave of protests from civil society groups in Honduras and overseas, forcing the IFC to make a U-turn only weeks later, admitting its failings and promising to draft a real action plan to address Dinant's violent practices.

 

Unfortunately, Dinant is not an isolated case. The CAO also upheld the complaints of fishing communities in Gujarat, India that were facing severe health effects and loss of livelihood as a result of the 4,000-megawatt coal-burning power plant, Tata Mundra. 
Tata Mundra has already received a $450 million loan from the IFC. And just as with Dinant, the IFC appeared not to care about the CAO's finding. The weak IFC response sparked outrage amongst environmental and human rights activists, promoting a series of scathing open letters to President Kim, one from over 100 groups in India and a second from over 68 groups in 28 countries. However, unlike in the case with Dinant, the IFC is refusing to back down on Tata Mundra. 
Tata Mundra's backers in the IFC claimed the project would improve energy access in India, despite the dangerous local health and environmental effects. But realistically, generating more power from centralized coal projects like Tata Mundra rarely helps the rural poor, who cannot access the electricity without costly grid extensions -- extensions that may never happen. Despite any notion that Tata Mundra would help alleviate energy poverty, that idea was thrown out the window when the coal plant's costs skyrocketed, and the Tata corporation requested a bailout from the government in the form of higher rates for consumers -- well beyond what India's unelectrified population can afford to pay.

This situation would have been avoided had financiers like the IFC conducted adequate financial analysis that would have revealed these 'too good to be true' cost estimates. Furthermore, the crisis could become even more dire, with plans underfoot to add an additional 1,600-megawatts of generating capacity to the Tata Mundra, putting even more strain on local communities. Earlier this month, Bharat Patel, general secretary of Machimar Adhikar Sangharsh Sangathan (MASS) - or the Association for the Struggle for Fishworkers' Rights -- delivered over 24,000 signatures to President Kim during the World Bank spring meetings. The petitioners were calling on the IFC to recognize the mistakes it had made with Tata Mundra and put forward an action plan to address the lasting effects caused by the massive coal-burning power plant. Specifically, the petitioners demanded the World Bank:

· Recognize the IFC policy violations and the serious impacts Tata Mundra has had on local communities, as confirmed by the CAO audit;

· Develop a remedial action plan that has a clear timeline, specific targets, and measurable indicators to address restoration and reparation needs;

· Withdraw IFC funding immediately from the Tata coal plant and rule out funding for project expansion.

It is not too late for Dr. Kim and the World Bank to make the right choice. In recent meetings with Bank Information Center (BIC), MASS, and the Sierra Club, the IFC pledged to reject any proposal to fund Tata Mundra's expansion -- but this is not enough. The IFC must publicly recognize the harm they've already caused to the people and environment of Gujarat and develop a meaningful action plan that addresses the damage. Furthermore, the World Bank and President Kim must ensure that Dinant and Tata Mundra are the last projects to flagrantly disregard local environmental and health effects, and are not the beginning of a new wave of dangerous and deadly ventures.
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Goa:  Authorities inspect CRZ Violation GTDC site at Vagator
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/goa/Authorities-inspect-GTDC-site-at-Vagator/articleshow/34749573.cms
 The Anjuna sarpanch, panchayat members and tourism department officials on Tuesday inspected the property leased by the Goa tourism development corporation (GTDC) at Vagator and observed coastal regulation zone (CRZ) violations. The panchayat body stated that prima facie CRZ violations have been carried out at the property and the panchayat will prepare its report and send it to the authorities concerned. "The panchayat has given temporary permission to GTDC for the construction of the temporary structures at Vagator after the panchayat was approached by GTDC. Permissions were given on the condition that there will not be any violations of CRZ norms," said Anjuna deputy sarpanch Savio Almeida.

"Prima facie, CRZ violations have been carried out at the said property. Concrete structures have come up. Permissions by the panchayat were also given on the condition that the temporary structures should be removed after the end of the season but they still exist," Almeida said. GTDC has leased out a stretch of 53,000 sqm on the shores of Vagator to two Delhi-based hospitality companies to run a 'model tourism-entertainment zone' for a period of 22 years notwithstanding protests by locals.
"The purpose of GTDC is to develop the tourism properties and not to lease or sublease it to the third parties," complainant Michael D'Souza said. "If GTDC is doing the job of leasing the tourism properties to third parties, then GTDC should be dissolved and the tourism department should take over the development of the properties," he added. Local businessmen told TOI that there was large scale destruction of coconut palms by the builders for developing the property. They also said that they fear that they will be evicted by the developers of the property. Complainants Michael D'Souza and Trevor Mascarenhas have complained to GCZMA and Goa state bio diversity board regarding the alleged illegal constructions in the property at Vagator. 
The complainants have stated that construction has blocked the traditional fishermen areas and that picnickers would not be allowed to use the place. Surendra Govekar, another complainant against the illegality in the second property, has also filed a police complaint against the CRZ violation and the FIR was registered at Anjuna police station. Concerned citizens from Vagator later approached National Green Tribunal (NGT) for violation of CRZ at Vagator. NGT noted that prima facie, it was a clear violation of CRZ regulations and directed GCZMA to initiate the process for removal of a few structures within the CRZ.
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Karnataka: Jetty expansion makes Bestha community edgy
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/jetty-expansion-makes-bestha-community-edgy/article5981043.ece
The nomads , who pitched tent on Gurupura banks, make a living by fishing. For the seven families belonging to the nomadic Bestha community, the Rs. 100-crore project to expand the fishing jetty at Bunder is less than exciting news. Its progress could mean their displacement from the banks of the Gurupura where they have pitched tarpaulin tents. The Bestha members use coracles to go out fishing to eke out a living

The jetty work is suspended following an order from the National Green Tribunal on finding that the project is filling up a creek in violation of Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) rules. But that is hardly a relief for the Bestha community members. 
“When will the work start again,” asks Madhu Rajappa, who migrated to the city from Nidagatta in Kadur taluk. His family of five with three children is settled on the banks of the Gurupura in the vicinity of bar mouth and close to a tile factory. When informed that the work could take about a couple of years for completion, he responds with a dry smile indicating that he has to vacate the place with his family much before that. Family members Anand Ramaiah, too, share similar fear. The families, which used to engage in fishing near Sulthan Battery have moved over to this place in the last few years. They may have to find a new place again.

That could mean some of the children, who go to a nearby Hoige Bazar Government school, would discontinue education, at least for some time. Most families have ensured that all eligible children are in schools. After school hours, some girls, aged about eight could be seen drinking fetching water from a distance of about half km. Each fishing ride in the shallow waters of the river during the high tide could fetch them Rs. 300 to Rs. 400 but they point out that on occasions they do not get even Rs. 50. “What we earn is not sufficient for feeding the family,” says Mr. Madhu’s wife Parvathi. Most families visit their native villages only twice or thrice in a year to attend religious rituals but have made Mangalore their home for the past few years.

Copyright© 2014, The Hindu
Kerala: Trawl ban norms issued to Collectors

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/trawl-ban-norms-issued-to-collectors/article5990655.ece?utm_source=RSS_Feed&utm_medium=RSS&utm_campaign=RSS_Syndication
Ban to be enforced from June 15 to July 31. The State government has commenced its preparations for the over-month-long annual trawl ban and issued guidelines to District Collectors of coastal districts to seek the help of the Navy and Coast Guard to effectively implement the embargo and conduct sea rescue operations. Notifying that the ban would be in force from June 15 to July 31, the Fisheries Department has directed the District Collectors, who have been appointed nodal officers for the ban implementation, to keep a strict watch on the State’s coastal waters and drive away fishing vessels from other States with the help of the local police, Port and Revenue departments.

“Immigration of fishing vessels from other States for fishing in Kerala coast is expected. District Collectors shall take steps for preventing such instances. Trawlers from other States operating in Kerala waters will be instructed to leave the State before June 15,” the department’s Government Order dated May 2 said. The coastal districts concerned in the Malabar region are Kasaragod, Kannur, Kozhikode and Malappuram. The other districts are Thiruvananthapuram, Kollam, Alappuzha, Ernakulam and Thrissur. 
The ban is imposed as per the Kerala Marine Fishing Regulation Act to protect the fishes while they are in their reproductive mode. During this period, motor boats and vessels with outboard/inboard engines should not engage in fishing. This being the case, the fishing community has for long protested against the lack of comprehensive aid from the government during the trawl ban period, where their means of livelihood comes to a halt. They have maintained that mere distribution of free ration will not suffice. As per government norms, APL (above the poverty line) families are entitled to 9 kg of rice and 3 kg of wheat, while 35 kg of rice is distributed to AAY (Antyodaya Anna Yojana) families during the ban.

The free ration during the ban is confined to only those who work in registered mechanised fishing boats. An expert committee set up by the State government to “evaluate fish wealth/impact of trawl ban along Kerala coast” in its May 2013 report had sought “provision of monetary relief to fishermen during the period of fishing ban in both the mechanised and the traditional sector.” 
But the fishing community says the odds are not balanced in their favour. “On one side, the ban is so strict for local fishermen that even diesel bunks are closed for us. “On the other hand, foreign fishing vessels encroach on our waters and engage in mass-scale fishing. The government has not been able to do anything effective about this,” N.P. Radhakrishnan, State vice-president, Bharatiya Matsya Pravarthaka Sangam, said.
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Tamil Nadu: Exclusive ‘mariculture zones’ in Gulf of Mannar mooted

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/exclusive-mariculture-zones-in-gulf-of-mannar-mooted/article5991528.ece
Scientist in-charge of Mandapam Regional Centre of the Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute (CMFRI) G. Gopakumar has suggested that Gulf of Mannar National Park should demarcate exclusive ‘mariculture zones’ in the Gulf of Mannar region for sea cage fish farming. Addressing a function organised in connection with the maiden harvest of cobia fish grown in cages here on Thursday, he said sea cage farming faced two main problems of seed and location for setting up cages, and the second problem could be addressed if exclusive mariculture zones were demarcated.

The seed production problem could be solved if public sector units came forward to set up hatcheries in joint ventures after signing a memorandum of understanding with the CMFRI for technical support. Being a research institute, the CMFRI had limitations in seed production, he noted. He said fishermen engaged in trawl fishing could be drawn towards sea cage farming if the CMFRI, district administration and the fisheries department took collective initiatives. “Sea farming should be developed as a full-fledged sector in this district,” he urged.

Speaking on the occasion, District Collector K. Nanthakumar appealed to the CMFRI to develop and standardise seed production and farming technologies of more high-value fish varieties for the benefit of fishermen. He said the CMFRI had come out with sea cage farming when trawl fishing had become increasingly risky and problematic. The district administration would arrange government subsidy if fishermen formed groups and came forward to take up sea cage farming, he said. Mr. Nanthakumar said though the district topped the State in food production, it lacked infrastructure facilities and the government had this year ordered the construction of a fishing harbour at Rameswaram and fish landing centres at eight places in addition to the two centres at Devipattinam and Rochmanagar. Deputy Director of Fisheries Department K. Karthikeyan said National Fish Development Board had agreed to provide 40 per cent back-handed subsidy for the fishermen who launched sea cage farming.
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Tamil Nadu: Fishing, a costly affair for country boat fishermen

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/fishing-a-costly-affair-for-country-boat-fishermen/article5977281.ece
Sometimes a catch will be just enough to meet expenditure. Thirty eight-year-old S.A. Nathan had set out for fishing with his colleagues in a Vallam (country boat) on Tuesday morning and returned after four days of fishing on the high seas to earn a meagre Rs.1,300. Like Nathan, scores of country boat fishermen in this island eking out uncertain livelihood as their wages were linked to the catches they get on a particular fishing venture.

Their plight is in no way different from mechanised boat fishermen, except they do not get arrested and harassed by the Lankan navy. After spending four days on the high seas, Nathan and five other fishermen returned on Saturday with a catch, which was sold for Rs. 28,000. After meeting the expenditure of Rs. 12,000, the boat owner took his share of 50 per cent of the balance Rs. 16,000 and the remaining Rs. 8,000 is shared by the six fishermen.

“Sometimes the catch will be just enough to meet the expenditure and we have to be content with the allowance of Rs. 200,” says Nathan, a sixth standard dropout and has been fishing since the age of 12 years. “We do hit jackpots with a catch worth Rs.1.5 lakh but that is once in a blue moon,” he says. He could not imagine being a boat owner as it involved a minimum investment of Rs.10 lakh. “I could have probably become a boat owner had the government helped me with subsidy or interest free loan,” he says with a derisive laughter.

An unskilled construction worker would earn more than the fishermen, but they had no option. Most of the fishermen have been fishing since their childhood and they do not know any other work, says S.P.Royappan, country boat fishermen leader. For owners also, fishing has become a costly affair. They spend Rs.12,000 when they let the boat for fishing with a lion’s share of expenditure on diesel. The government offered 300 litres of subsidised diesel per month but they used 80 to 100 litres of diesel per fishing venture.

“Most of the days we would be happy if we break even,” says R. Richard, a boat owner. As most of the owners had built the boats after borrowing money from traders and money lenders, they were fighting it hard to repay the loans, he says. The boat owners would also have to replace the nets once a year spending Rs.2.5 lakh to Rs. 7.5 lakh, says S. Kembis, a boat owner. The government could consider increase the subsidised diesel quota and provide interest-free loans and subsidies for the fishing folk to improve their standard of living, he says.
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Andhra Pradesh: Fishermen say no to inducements, durai

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-andhrapradesh/fishermen-say-no-to-inducements-durai/article5981095.ece
The residents of the fishermen villages of Kaikalur Assembly constituency have said a strict no to the money and other freebies offered by the candidates this election, apart from thedurai (diktat) system which was quite in use to influence voters. They vow to vote for the candidate who will develop the lake-bed villages. Several hamlets are plagued with civic issues such as lack of proper roads, drinking water supply, primary health centres, schools. But, the fishermen families living along the Kolleru lake are not ready to bow to any pressure or enticements this time. They want to bring to power a party that will take care of their welfare, say the village women. Now, the villagers have to cross Upputeru canal to fulfil their basic needs like fetching drinking water or to visit a hospital and boats are the only means of transport. A large group of women and children are seen crossing the canal by boats laden with water cans and pots at Pedda Kottada village in Kaikalur mandal.

“It is ironical that though we are surrounded by water, we travel long distance to fetch potable water. An overhead tank is there near our village, but water pipelines have not been laid so far,” says Venkata Ramana of Jangampadu village. Deviating from the earlier practice of the community heads issuing adurai asking the residents to vote in favour of a particular party or a candidate, the villagers have decided to vote as per their own choices. “We are free to cast our vote to anyone we want to,” says a woman Mahalakshmi. “We voted for the TDP last time. But the local MLA did not solve any of our problems, For going to a high school, our children have to cross Upputeru canal to reach West Godavari district. That’s why, we will exercise our own choice this time,” says Gurram Nagalakshmi.

“Leaders of various parties are visiting our hamlets to woo voters by distributing money and liquor. We have cautioned women not to fall prey,” says Ms. Nagalakshmi of Pedda Kottada village.
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Odisha: Odisha Emerges Fish Surplus State

http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/Odisha-Emerges-Fish-Surplus-State/2014/05/03/article2203440.ece
With fresh water resources of 6.75 lakh hectares and brackish water resources of 4.18 lakh hectares, Odisha has emerged as fish surplus State by exporting about 1.6 lakh tonnes of fish per annum. The overall fishery potential is 5.14 lakh tonnes against which the total fish production during 2012-13 was 4.10 lakh tonnes. As per World Health Organisation (WHO) report, the domestic consumption requirement of the State is around 3.8 lakh tonnes.

While the State is exporting around 1.16 lakh tonnes of brackish water fish per annum, it is still importing a part of its fresh water fish requirement from neighbouring States. The per capita consumption of fish in Odisha is 11 kg which is far above the national average of 6.08 kg. “Despite high per capita consumption, there is need for upscaling economic activity in this sector and bridging the gap between demand and supply,” Chief Secretary JK Mohapatra said while inaugurating the State level consultation workshop of draft Fishery Policy of Odisha here. The workshop was jointly organised by International Financial Corporation (IFC) of World Bank and Fisheries and Animal Resource Development department.

Stating that there is a vast scope for creation of livelihood and engagement of people in this sector through a comprehensive policy intervention, Mohapatra said after achieving cereal food security, the thrust should now be laid on nutritional security. Additional Chief Secretary (Finance) UN Behera underscored the need for intervening with strategies for increasing fishing stock in reservoirs, rivers, community tanks and traditional water resources.

Fisheries and Animal Resource Development Secretary Bishnupada Sethi said the State has become fish surplus through continuous intervention over the years. The fishery policy aims at achieving sustainable fishery through community management, river ranching, post-harvest value addition to provide more income to fishermen and controlling destructive fishing activity. Fisheries Development Commissioner, Ministry of Agriculture, Vishnu Bhat said the Centre has set a target of 6 per cent annual growth of fishery which should be integrated in the State policy as well. He also suggested diversification of aquaculture and investment in development of fishery infrastructure.
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West Bengal: Tiger kills fisherwoman

http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/tiger-kills-woman-114050601404_1.html
when she went for fishing in the Kardaha canal at Tirkhali jungle of Sajnekhali of South 24 Parganas district today, forest department officials said. Kalpana Mondal (45), a resident of Rajat Jubilee village, was attacked by a tiger when she along with two others went for fishing in the Kardaha canal this morning, they said. They went for fishing in a small boat and while fishing a tiger attacked Kalpana from behind and fled with her body in its grasp, forest department officials said. The two women, who accompanied her to the fishing, tried to chase the tiger but could not locate it nor Kalpana inside Tirkhali jungle, they said. We have initiated a search programme for Kalpana but any hope of her survival is far fetched, one forest department official said.
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India: JIC to Step up Vigil in Territorial Waters

http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/kochi/JIC-to-Step-Up-Vigil-in-Territorial-Waters/2014/05/07/article2210393.ece
In a major effort to step up the vigil on territorial waters, the state government has constituted a Joint Interrogation Committee (JIC) at district-level to submit findings and recommendations to the state Home Department about foreign fishing vessels and crews entering the territorial waters without necessary documents. District Collector will be the chairman of JIC and District Police Chief will be its convener. Representatives of Indian Coast Guard, Indian Navy, Coastal Police, Marine Enforcement and Customs will be the members of the committee along with Fisheries deputy director. The District Police Chief (Foreign Registration Officer) is the authenticated officer for issuing NOC to leave the country, VISA extension for the foreign fishermen by writing to Ministry of External Affairs to grand NOC. The committee, constituted as per the instruction of the Government of India, will also take follow up action on apprehension of foreign fishermen. This is for the first time such a committee is being constituted in the state. “The formation of JIC is to enhance the safety on territorial waters. Though infiltration into Indian territorial waters were not reported recently, we are very careful on the security aspect. 

The committee will meet often to review the status,” Home Minister Ramesh Chennithala told ‘Express’. When Joint Interrogation Committee submits recommendations and findings on apprehension of foreign fishermen to Home Department, the police Department will coordinate with Home Department with the help of director of fisheries for release order of apprehended fishermen and their boats. Then, based on the order of the Home Department, the police will write to Ministry of External Affairs for NOC. On receiving the same,Police Department will coordinate with Indian Coast Guard (ICG) for repatriation of the foreign fishermen. IGC will propose the schedule of repatriation. Apprehended boat and fishermen may be handed over to ICG for repatriation and the same will be communicated to state Home Department, the government order said.

 “The proposal to constitute JIC has been there for some time now, but it has been created only now. The major objective is to coordinate the activities, intelligence sharing and settlement of disputes. “The committee will play a crucial role in ensuring safety on territorial waters,” said K S Balasubramanian, Director General of Police, Kerala. 
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India: UN chief discusses Marines issue during visit to Italy
http://www.firstpost.com/india/un-chief-discusses-marines-issue-during-visit-to-italy-1514303.html
The issue of the two Italian marines currently awaiting trial in India over the killing of two Indian fishermen came up during Ban Ki-Moon's meetings with Italian officials in Rome, a spokesperson for the UN Chief said here. "The issue (of the Italian marines) came up during the Secretary-General's meetings with Italian officials," in Rome yesterday, Vannina Maestracci, the Associate Spokesperson for the Secretary-General, told PTI.


The spokesperson, however, did not give any details as to what specific issues were raised by the Italian officials or the Secretary General's response to them. Ban was in Rome yesterday where he met Italian President Giorgio Napolitano. He also met President of the Council of Ministers Matteo Renzi as well as with President of the Senate Pietro Grasso. The issue of the Italian marines continues to remain unresolved with Italy mulling international arbitration to settle the issue. Italy has sent a note to India as it opens an "international procedure" that, unless the Indians cooperate, would inevitably lead to arbitration by an international body such as the UN, Mogherini had told the Senate last month. The two Italian marines are awaiting trial over the killing of two Indian fishermen off Kerala coast in February 2012, sparking diplomatic tensions between India and Italy. The marines, deployed on the Italian-flagged oil tanker MT Enrica Lexie, had contended they mistook the fishermen for  pirates. They are now staying in the Italian Embassy in New Delhi awaiting trial. Italy has requested that the marines be allowed to return home and the whole case be dropped. Rome wants the marines to be tried in Italy, claiming the incident took place in international waters. However, New Delhi says it has the right to try the Italians as the victims were Indians on board an Indian fishing boat. A special court has fixed 31 July for hearing the case of the two Italian marines. During his meetings in Rome, Ban discussed the situation in Ukraine and expressed hope that the European Union, the US, Russia and Ukraine would soon sit down together again to de-escalate the situation and come up with a lasting solution.
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India: Fishermen from India and Sri Lanka to dialogue

http://www.plenglish.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=2658811&Itemid=1
Representatives of associations of fishermen in Sri Lanka and India will meet next Monday in this capital to try to settle an old conflict of interest due to maritime boundaries in the area where they work. The Director General of Fisheries of Sri Lanka, Nimal Hettiarachchi, today confirmed that India will take 26 representatives, while Sri Lanka will have 20 delegates, in both cases accompanied by officials of the respective governments as observers. 

Later there will be official talks on the technical, scientific and legal aspects of the fishing activity in the region in dispute, he said. Second of its kind - the first was held on January 27 in the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, the meeting has been postponed several times because when all is ready, naval forces of one of the two countries catch fishermen from the other side working in their territorial waters. In the last two weeks there have been no reports on incidents of this nature or on fishermen held by either side, so that the stage seems set for the meeting. Separated by a narrow space, India and Sri Lanka have frequent friction due to mutual arrests of fishermen in the Indian Ocean, especially in the Palk Strait and Gulf of Mannar. Stale and repeated meetings on the subject have failed to prevent further incidents and crossing allegations of violations of international law or bilateral treaties relating to fishing.

Bangladesh: Fishermen defy ban on shrimp fry catch in Chittagong
http://www.thedailystar.net/business/fishermen-defy-ban-on-shrimp-fry-catch-in-ctg-22723
Defying a government ban, hundwreds of fishermen catch wild shrimp fries in the coastal areas of Chittagong in a mindless act that kills fries of other fish species as well.
The Department of Fisheries in a survey found that 75 to 100 fries of other species get killed in attempts to catch every shrimp fry, said Kamal Uddin Chowdhury, Chittagong district fisheries officer. The government in 2000 banned catching of wild shrimp fries during the peak season from March to July. In 2013, the government also imposed a ban on the use of bag nets in the peak catching season. On a recent visit to a coastal area from the port city's Patenga to Halishahar, this correspondent found hundreds of catchers sorting out fries from their catches and dumping fries of other species. Most fry catchers are landless people from the coastal areas of Khulna, Bagerhat, Noakhali, Hatia and Kutubdia. 

Abdul Aziz, a 70-year-old fisherman from Hatia, said they set the funnel-shaped nets in the beach. Fries of different species of fishes, including shrimp, swim into the bag nets during high tide, when fishes are caught twice a day. Bag nets prevent even smallest fries from escaping. Each fisherman catches 300 to 500 shrimp fries a day and sells them at Tk 3 each. Some businessmen buy the fries and resell them to shrimp farms in Khulna.
Around 10 lakh fries are collected from the area every day, said Akkas Uddin, a shrimp fry trader based in South Halishahar who collects fries from Patenga to Halishahar area.
Probhati Dev, district fisheries officer, said they are conducting regular drives to stop shrimp fry catching as it has adverse impacts on nature by reducing the species of fishes and hampering sea biodiversity.

The officer said they have seized around 20 lakh shrimp fries from Chittagong city in April 2014 and two cases were filed against three persons who were caught red-handed.

@2014 thedailystar.net. 

Bangladesh: Fishermen suffer as rivers run dry

http://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/2014/may/03/fishermen-suffer-rivers-run-dry
Fishermen have mostly become unemployed. Thousands of fishermen and Irri-Boro farmers are struggling as all 20 small and big-sized rivers flowing through the district which they heavily rely on, have dried up. This list of rivers comprises the Teesta, Buri Teesta, Noutara, Komlai, Deonai, Kolomdad, Burikhora, Charalkata, Khontamari, Dhaijan, Mora Dhaijan, Chilki, Khorkhoria, Salki and Jamuseswari. Fishermen have mostly become unemployed and are trying to switch to other professions in order to survive and the farmers are struggling to irrigate their Irri-Boro paddy, say the locals. A fisherman, Taiyab Ali, 42, the son of Mansur Ali, of the Dimla upazila’s Nalparha village, says, “We cannot catch fish in the summer season due to a lack of water in the river. Besides this, we cannot switch to other professions and so are living miserable lives.”

A farmer, Anisur Rahman, 50, the son of late Abdul Latif, also of the Nalparha village, says, “We could easily divert water from the river to our cropland but now we cannot do so as the rivers have dried up. This is happening every year.” “Though shallow machines are available for irrigation, they are costly, and so we can hardly benefit from using the shallow machine water. We have to spend a hefty amount for irrigation,” he added. All the rivers have silted up and due to dredging, they easily overflow, vastly damaging the farmland in the rainy season while it suffers from a lack of irrigation in the dry season, say the locals.

As the rivers have dried up, many farmers grow crops on the river beds. Once, when these rivers were full to the brim, their water was used to help grow crops on tens of thousands of acres of land. Sirajul Islam, deputy director at the Nilphamari’s Agriculture Extension conceded that the suffering of the farmers and fishermen is multitudinous and said, “Their suffering will not come down unless navigability is brought back to the rivers.” “The relevant authorities (like the water development board) should work toward this end immediately and end the suffering of the people like the farmers and fishermen who are heavily dependent on the rivers for their livelihood,” he added.

Copyright © 2014 Dhaka Tribune,
Maldives: Sainsbury’s launches sustainable sandwich

http://www.worldfishing.net/news101/industry-news/sainsburys-launches-sustainable-sandwich
Sainsbury’s is the UK’s first retailer to launch a Marine Stewardship Council certified sustainable tuna sandwich. With a range of MSC certified pole and line caught sandwiches and salads launching this month, it follows the retailer’s introduction of MSC certified canned skipjack tuna sourced from the Maldives in 2013. The Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) certified fish is sourced from the Maldives using a low-impact pole and line technique where each wild fish is caught individually to reduce by catch. Sainsbury’s led the way in 2011 with all own-brand canned tuna including that used as an ingredient being fished using pole and line method. Ally Dingwall, Sainsbury’s Aquaculture & Fisheries expert said: “We’re always looking for ways to help our customers make sustainable choices. We’re proud that this launch is another example of offering sustainable values along with everyday value.”  The move comes as part of Sainsbury’s Sustainability Plan that all the fish sold by the supermarket will be independently certified as sustainable by 2020.
Pakistan: No constitutional cover to protect wildlife species in EEZ Pakistan

http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/sindh/04-May-2014/no-constitutional-cover-to-protect-wildlife-species-in-eez-pakistan
In the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) of Pakistan there is no constitutional cover to protect the wildlife species. Talking to Daily Times Muhammad Moazzam Khan Technical adviser (Marine Fisheries) of World Wildlife Fund (WWF-Pakistan) pointed out protection of EEZ and protection of marine life was federal subject. EEZ starts from 12 nautical miles from the seashore and it stretches to 200 nautical miles. EEZ of Pakistan is extended to 250,0000 square kilometers and it is abundant in species like whale-sharks, sharks, dolphin, turtles and so many other species. However there is no constitutional cover in this regard, he maintained.


To protect whale shark, there is also need to include it in schedule two of provincial law.
It is estimated there are around 400 to 500 whale-sharks in the EEZ of Pakistan, and there are around 19 kinds of dolphins and whales present in the area. The marine life experts said unusual incidences of juvenile and sub-adult whale-sharks were observed in Pakistan waters during past two weeks. The latest of the incidence was reported from Gwadar (Balochistan) where a juvenile whale-shark having a length of 6.7 meters (m) was entangled in fishermen gillnet. Abdul Rahim Site Coordinator WWF-Pakistan informed whale-shark was caught by fishermen at Cher Koh at West Bay Gwadar.

He said Pakistan waters are known to be the breeding and feeding ground for whale-sharks and a large population of this species abounded in our waters. Coastal Scientific Society Pakistan a Gwader based conservation organisation has started a project, funded by International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) under its Mangroves for the Future (MFF) programme that aimed at assessment and conservation of the whale-sharks in Pakistan waters.


Muhammad Moazzam Khan said during the last two weeks four specimens of whale-sharks were killed entangling in the fishing nets along the coast of Pakistan. Recent incidence of enmeshment reported from Gwader has increased to five. A whale-shark and a sub-adult of 5.1 m was landed at Karachi Fish Harbour (KFH) on April 21, 2014 which was caught by a bottom trawler at 36 m depth and was killed by fishermen. Similarly two whale-sharks having a length of 3.4 and 3.9 m respectively were landed at KFH on April 24, 2014. They were butchered and their flesh was sold to fish-meal processors. While on April 27, 2014, a 4.7 m long female was landed and immediately butchered. In addition a live whale-shark juvenile about 2.9 m was photographed by fishermen on April  22 from offshore waters at Ormara Balochistan. 

He said there was ban on the international trade of whale-sharks or their fins because it is covered under Appendix-II of the CITES agreement to which Pakistan was signatory.
WWF-Pakistan is working closely with Wildlife Department of Sindh and Balochistan has suggested to include whale shark in Second Schedules of Sindh Wildlife Protection Ordinance 1972 and Balochistan Wildlife Protection Act, 1974 so that these gentle giants might be protected under law. Since a large population of whale-sharks exist in or beyond territorial waters of Pakistan, so there is a need to make a new act for protection of wildlife including whales, dolphins, turtles and whale sharks found in the EEZ of Pakistan.


Rab Nawaz Director WWF-Pakistan considered sudden increase in the occurrence of whale-sharks as unusual whichwas observed along the Pakistani coast. He remarked this increase in population might be on account of climate change impacts on marine life.
High temperature might result in increase production of planktons, which were main food for the whale-sharks. He urged for taking appropriate management measures for protection of whale-sharks in Pakistan. Nawaz said WWF-Pakistan was now maintaining an inventory of whale-sharks caught or reported from waters of Sindh and Balochistan.

Fr. Thomas Kocherry passed away

Source: NFF
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Our Beloved Leader NFF Former chairperson, KSMTF Leader, WFF founder convener, Special  Invitee of WFFP, Fr. THOMAS Kocherry passed away today this morning around 8 AM at his place of stay, at Holy Cross Church, Trivandrum.
Thomas Kocherry was born in Changanasserry, Kerala, the south-west part of India on 10th May 1940. He is 74 yrs old. He is fifth in a family of 11 children-7 boys and 4 girls.

 Father Thomas Kocherry after his ordination as a priest in 1971, he went to work among the Bangladesh refugees in Raigunj, a border area of Bangaladesh in 1971.

 Father Thomas Kochery is a social activist, priest, and lawyer who helped found the Kerala Swantra Matsyathozhillali Federation.

For the past few  years he lived in Redemptorists House at Manavalakurichi of Kanniakumari District in Tamilnadu.

 Because of sickness for the past one year he lived in the convent of Holy Cross Church, at Muttada, near M.G. College, TRIVANDRAUM.

Burial will be held on Monday 5th May at 3.00 PM at Holy Cross Church, Near M.G.College, TRIVANDRAUM.
Fr. Thomas Kocherry, Catholic Priest, Trade union leader, environmentalist, lawyer, social activist is the former chairperson of the National Fish Workers Forum. He is the Co-ordinator of the world Forum of fish-harvester and Fishworkers (WFF) and Indian National Alliance of Peoples’ Movements (NAMP).

 He is also the Rector of the Periyavillai Redemptorist Community of Tamilnadu. One of the organizers of the famous Kanyakumari march of 1989 that sought to protect India’s coastal ecology, he and his colleagues have mobilized the fishing community to fight the foreign industrial fishing fleets that had been invited to India by shortsighted politicians. A crusader against coastal pollution, he spearheaded protests against the Koodankulam Nuclear Plant in Tamil Nadu and is currently a member of the Coastal Zone Management Authority of India.

He became a priest, He worked with the refugees from Bangladesh in Raigunj. The stories of despair and destitution that He heard changed him forever. His decision to spend his life defending the oppressed was further consolidated when He began to work in a small fishing village called Poothura near Thiruvananthapuram. Middlemen led by one politically well-connected family were using muscle-power to keep fisherfolk permanently on the edge of starvation even though they worked harder than any community He decided to arm them with knowledge by teaching them to read and write.

 The 74-year-old legend of social movement politics in India shows no signs of slowing down, 

Redemptorist priest, union leader, anti-nuclear activist and people’s movement educator – Tom Kocherry is a senior sage of India’s environmental and social justice movements. Despite scars from many battles, he remains an inveterate optimist – ‘Every fight, every movement, every reform is an optimism,’ he says.

You just can’t stop Thomas Kocherry. After four heart attacks, innumerable fasts and 16 stints in jail, he shows no sign of slowing down. His current target is the controversial Kudankulam nuclear plant in Tamil Nadu. The campaign has mobilized local villagers and activists from across the country who fear that, like Fukushima in Japan, the plant may be vulnerable to a tsunami. The movement has fought tooth and nail since construction started in 1989. ‘You cannot talk about social justice without talking about the environment,’ says Kocherry. ‘There can be no shortcuts, no depleting of natural capital.’ This in part explains his anti-nuclear stance. When not campaigning, he travels South India putting on seminars for young activists.

 The fifth of eleven children, Kocherry grew up in the Backwaters region of Kerala, where poor fisher folk used small boats to eke a living from the fresh waters that parallel the Indian Ocean. The two influences on his early adult life were the church (particularly the social gospel of the Redemptorist Fathers) and the radical Left movement that contested Keralan politics (led by the Communist Party of India) from the first days of independence. It was natural enough for Kocherry to make common cause with the poor inshore fisher folk and their struggles. He and three other Redemptorists made their living as part of the Shore Seine fishery, and helped organize health clinics and nurseries amongst the hard-working but desperately poor fishers systematically exploited by a series of wholesalers and merchants.

In the late 1970s, Kerala fishers started to organize and assert their rights on a whole range of issues. They set up an organization called the Kerala Independent Fishworkers Federation... In 1981 Kocherry and fellow leader Joyachan Antony went on an 11-day fast in favour of a Monsoon Trawl Ban (the breeding season for many varieties of fish) in Kerala. Kocherry was arrested on trumped-up charges; in the course of defending himself he managed to fit in a law degree at Kerala University.

By 1982 the fishworkers’ struggle had gone national, with Kocherry elected president of the National Fishworkers Forum. In the mid-1990s he led a nationwide campaign to stop the Indian government from opening up the country’s fishing industry to a growing fleet of 2,600 large foreign trawlers. With 10 million Indians dependent on a sustainable fishery for their survival, the stakes were high. A militant campaign included marches, fasts and blocking of major fish ports around the country. The Indian government was forced to withdraw the legislation – one of the first and most significant victories against corporate globalization. Kocherry, who went on to help form the World Forum of Fisher People, understands the tensions of fighting for the rights of the fishing community in an era of declining global fish stocks. ‘You simply cut from the top. The biggest, most destructive, trawlers go first and you work your way down until you reach a sustainable fishery.’

Kocherry has thought a lot about people’s movements – how they succeed and fail. These days, he is highly critical both of the Communist Party of India (Marxist) and the established Christian church. ‘They become institutionalized, create dogmas and rituals and statues of their gods, they become powermongering or give in to the power of money.’ For Kocherry, the strength of a people’s movement lies elsewhere. ‘It must be from the bottom up. The challenge is to create an evolving revolutionary structure that never becomes institutionalized or ossified by power.’ It is a vision that would strike a chord with today’s Occupy Movements and their search for new organizational forms.

With the demise of Fr. Thomas Kocherry, India lost one of his greatest sons of this country.

We have lost a legend of social movement politics in India. We have lost an anti-nuclear activist and people movement educator.

As the chairperson I am shocked by my beloved leaders’ demise. It was sudden and unexpected. I met him only three days back at Manavalakurichi, Tamilnadu, on 30 the April I was with him for about 3 hours and enjoyed his hospitality. He shared his experience with me.

 NFF  conveys its deep condolence to the entire fishing community in India and all over the world and his family members.

I convey my heartfelt condolences to one and all.

M.Ilango Ex. M.L.A. 
Chairperson , National Fishworkers' Forum

DMF's Tribute to Father Thomas Kochery

Source: DMF West Bengal

Father Thomass Kochery is no more. Ex-Chairperson of National Fish Workers' Forum, Founder of World Forum of Fisher Peoples, Founder of National Alliance of People's Movements, an indefatigable fighter against oppression, exploitation and tyranny - Thomas Kochery has been the living spirit of peoples' struggles.

He led the coastal fishing communities of India to achieve recognition to their occupational dignity.

Dakshinbanga Matsyajibi Forum and its members solemnly remember his immense contributions to the struggles against fishers' eviction from Jambudwip and nuclear power plant at Haripur.

We vow to carry out his behest.

A tribute to Thomas Kocherry

Source: Naseegh Jaffer , WFFP

It is with the greatest sadness that we hear about the passing of Thomas Kocherry.

It was just yesterday that he joined the coordinating committee of the World Forum of Fisher Peoples (WFFP) in a lively telephonic conference discussion on issues that faces small scale fishers across the world. Today he is no more and all of us in the WFFP are shocked and mourn the loss of a pioneer of our organization. His passing is an intimate loss for fisher-folk across the world.
Thomas was a hardened soldier in the fight for the rights of fishers and poor people. His very existence echoed the plight of the poor. He was never a person to indulge in luxury. Whenever the WFFP met internationally he was always in the front line of not wasting. All his international work reflected the life of the poor. We in the WFFP can attest to this and we value this personal attribute that he instilled in our organization.

As tough as a person he was, he also stood tall in the fight against the exploitation of marginalized people. Even though he will be modest about it – we know that he has made an indelible impact in the fight for a better life for fishers in Asia, Africa, Latin America, Canada and all over the world. 
For us, in the WFFP, the legacy of Thomas Kocherry will continue to stand tall. While we mourn his passing – we also celebrate the great contribution that he made in the struggle for human rights the world over. His absence will surely be missed.

Naseegh Jaffer & Sherry Pictou

Co-Chairpersons of WFFP.

2nd May 2014

Pakistani fishermen mourn the death of world fishermen leader Father Tom

Source:  Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF)

http://www.thenews.com.pk/Todays-News-4-247928-Pakistani-fishermen-mourn-Father-Toms-death
Thomas Kocherry dead

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-kerala/thomas-kocherry-%20dead/article5974995.ece
What Is The Main Issue Of Modi, BJP And NDA During The 2014 Lok Sabha Election- Development or Majority Communalism? By Thomas Kocherry

http://www.countercurrents.org/kocherry030514.htm
A crusader who shored up battle for fishworkers’ rights

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/a-crusader-who-shored-up-battle-for-fishworkers-rights/article5977566.ece
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