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Jammu and Kashmir: Water Tiger: Kashmir Loses Mahseer, Its Pride Fish
http://freepresskashmir.com/water-tiger-kashmir-loses-mahseer-its-pride-fish-063928/
The Mahseer, known among Kashmiri anglers as “tiger in the water”, all but vanished after Pakistan constructed a dam in the late 1960s that stopped the fish from migrating to India. Earlier conservationists said they were breeding the Mahseer and hope to release them in rivers in Kashmir. The programme which was the result of a peace process between India and Pakistan that has led to a drop in violence in the region, failed bitterly. “We tried our best and we have bred this fish nicely and reared it out,” Mohammad Yaqoob, a fisheries official said.

“But later we were asked to shelve the programme for some time.” Hundreds of Mahseer used to migrate to this side of Kashmir each year until Pakistan completed the Mangla dam in 1967 across the Jhelum river, the traditional migratory route for the fish. The omnivorous red-finned Mahseer, scientifically known as Tor tor, is prized by anglers because of its huge size — reaching up to 2.75 metres (9 feet) and weighing up to 54 kg (119 lb) — and for its fighting spirit. 
The fish lives in clear rivers and lakes throughout India and Southeast Asia and needs fast-flowing rivers and streams in the mountains to breed. Finding enough of the thick-scaled carp in the area to breed at a farm in southern Kashmir proved difficult. “Over time, enough were collected and plan to introduce young Mahseer into Kashmir’s rivers and lakes failed,” Mohammad Yusuf, another official of the Fisheries department said.

But he said two new breeding farms are planned in the region, including one in the Uri area, near the Line of Control. “I am sure this plan will take off in near future.” Local anglers hoped the programme will bring back an exciting sport. “The return of the fish will attract more anglers to Kashmir,” Mohammad Amin, 65, said. “For me, fishing for Mahseer is only a dream now, the last catch was 15 years ago.” 
To fulfill the dream, militancy in Kashmir needs to remain under control. While conservationists welcomed the move to restock Kashmir’s rivers with the Mahseer, they said it was crucial the government took a broader approach if they wanted the fish to remain in area for good. Plans to conserve the Mahseer were disrupted in 1989 when militants launched a revolt. Over time, enough were collected and plan to introduce young Mahseer into Kashmir’s rivers and lakes failed

Spiralling violence led to budget cuts and made the programme to unsafe for staff. “We need to look at this in more detail than just restocking,” said an official of Mahseer Conservation Society. “We must study the habitat and see what other factors are causing populations to drop and also introduce protected areas as they have done in other Indian states like Uttaranchal and Karnataka.”
Assam: Ban on fishing in Lakhimpur dist
http://www.assamtribune.com/scripts/detailsnew.asp?id=may2614/state05
The Lakhimpur district authority has imposed restrictions on fishing and killing fishes in this breeding season for saving the fish progeny, an officialorder of the Additional District Magistrate GK Pegu stated. The ban has been clamped under Section 144 of the CrPC with effect from May 22 to July 15, 2014. The order expressed concern over the unabated catching of fish in the district by nets with small and fine meshes violating the permissible norms. It further said that such unchecked catching of fish in their breeding season will jeopardise the fish progeny. The order prohibits the use of fishing nets such as ‘Beraqjaal’, ‘Mahajaal’, ‘Fasijaal’ etc., with meshes less than 7 cm, Bar/14 cm mesh under Section 23 of Assam Fishery Rules. It also bans nets and other fishing instruments with holes less than 7 cm square gaps. The order also bans catching of brood fish species like Rohu, Bahu, Mrigal, Mali, Chital, Kharia, Puthi, Gharia and Kurhi in the district. This ban has been welcomed by conservationist groups in North Lakhimpur.

Gujarat: India releases 32 Pak fishermen

http://zeenews.india.com/news/nation/india-releases-32-pak-fishermen_935568.html


 Reciprocating Pakistan's gesture, India on Wednesday released 32 Pakistani fishermen lodged in Kutch district and they were already on their way to Wagah border in Punjab to return to their country. "These 32 fishermen from Pakistan have been in Joint Interrogation Centre for almost six months. They were captured while fishing inside the Indian maritime boundary and kept in Bhuj-based JIC. We have released them today. Our team has already left for Wagah border with these fishermen," Kutch-West Superintendent of Police Vidhi Chaudhari said. 

	


The 32 fishermen will be handed over to Pakistan authorities at the Wagah border.  The release of the Pakistani fishermen comes close on the heels of release of 151 Indian fishermen before the visit of Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif to attend the swearing-in ceremony of Narendra Modi. Gujarat Chief Minister Anandiben Patel had yesterday announced that officials of state fisheries department will arrive at Veraval tomorrow with the 151 fishermen who were handed over to Indian authorities at Wagah border by Pakistan.


Maharashtra: NGT directs JNPT, ONGC to deposit Rs 30 crore in four weeks
http://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/ngt-directs-jnpt-ongc-to-deposit-rs-30-crore-in-four-weeks-114052901478_1.html
The National Green Tribunal has directed Jawaharlal Nehru Port Trust (JNPT) and ONGC to deposit Rs 30 crore in an escrow account with the Raigad's collector in Maharashtra for disbursing it as compensation among fishermen displaced due to expansion activities. The order, passed by a Western Zone bench of NGT comprising Justice V R Kingaonkar and Dr Ajay A Deshpande, said JNPT and ONGC have to give Rs 20 crore and Rs 10 crore respectively and the amount will be disbursed subject to the outcome of the case.

An escrow account is a temporary account held by a third party during the process of a transaction between two parties. The bench was hearing a plea filed by Ramdas Janardan Koli of Paramparik Macchimar Bachao Kruti Samiti seeking rehabilitation of displaced fishermen. The plea was filed seeking several interim relief while the main application for rehabilitation and compensation to the fishermen was pending before the tribunal. The petitioner has sought various reliefs, particularly, rehabilitation of the families of fishermen, who were allegedly affected on account of construction and expansion of JNPT and activities of ONGC at Raigad.

The bench said, "In our opinion, there is potent threat of environmental damages caused due to expansion of the port activities of JNPT and development activities of CIDCO (City and Industrial Development Corporation)." It also observed that the spillage of oil by faulty maintenance of the pipeline by ONGC has too contributed to the loss of environment and ecology. "We are of the view that by way of interim-measure, JNPT shall deposit an amount of Rs 20 crore and ONGC shall deposit amount of Rs 10 crore, with the collector, Raigad within period of four weeks. "The amount shall be placed by the Collector, Raigad in Escrow Account for disbursement to the families of fishermen, in terms of final order, which may be passed in this application or any order that may be passed by the High Court," the bench said.

Goa: Have separate ministry for fishermen's welfare: GRE

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/goa/Have-separate-ministry-for-fishermens-welfare-GRE/articleshow/35612501.cms
Goenchea Ramponkarancho Ekvott (GRE) has urged the BJP government to carve out a separate ministry for fisheries and fishermen's welfare to redress the long-pending grievances of the fishermen community. Fishermen have been demanding a separate ministry for a long time and it was also recommended by the BJP's fishermen's cell under the guidance of Muralidhar Rao and Prakash Malgave, GRE joint general secretary and national fishworker forum secretary Olencio Simoes stated. "We now have great faith and expectations of the current government. We request our Goan MPs, Narendra K Sawaikar and Shripad Y Naik to lobby for a separate ministry and Fisher's Rights and Protection Act on par with Adhivasi's protection and Right's Act," Olencio said. A large chunk of traditional fishermen are living below the poverty line even after 66 years of India's independence, he added.

Karnataka: Fish still unaffordable for many as prices soar

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/City/Mangalore/Fish-still-unaffordable-for-many-as-prices-soar/articleshow/35555025.cms
With inclement weather affecting the coast for the past fortnight, the prices of fish, especially premium fish, have headed north. Seer (whole), which used to retail at Rs 650 per kilogram, has touched Rs 750 to Rs 800 and seer fillets will cost close to Rs 1,000. A Karnataka Fisheries Development Corporation (KFDC) outlet at Lady Hill here sold seer fillets on Thursday at Rs 1,050 per kilogram and whole seer at Rs 840 per kg. "Small seer fish, which weigh between one to three kilograms, are available at Rs 780 and bigger ones, which weigh in excess of 10 kgs, will cost Rs 840,'' said a store personnel The white pomfret also don't come cheap. 

Their prices have also touched the Rs 1,000 mark. On Thursday, white pomfret were retailing at Rs 850 to Rs 920 at various outlets across the city. Even the flatfish sole (nang) prices have shot up from Rs 150 to Rs 240 per kilogram for bigger ones. Umesh Karkera, honorary president, Purse Siener Fisherman Association, said purse seiners are returning with sardines and mackerels in small quantities. Seer fish which are landing in the market are caught by local fishermen within 20 nautical miles and for fishing to be remunerative, the prices have to be high. The landing price of the fish is Rs 600 on Tuesday. He said as fish was getting good price, catch from Gujarat and Chennai were landing at the local market.

Kerala: Sea safety course for fishermen proposed

http://www.deccanchronicle.com/140528/nation-current-affairs/article/sea-safety-course-fishermen-proposed
 The K.A. Sairabanu committee has proposed that all fishermen undergo a sea safety and navigation course for three days. All fishing vessels should also have radio communication facilities. The committee also wanted the mesh size of nets to be regulated. The committee, constituted to study the impact of trawling ban along Kerala coast, mooted 66 proposals for shoring up the fisheries wealth of the state and for improving the safety of fishermen. All fishermen could be tutored in safety practices in two years and this should be marked in their identity cards. The drivers should undergo a more detailed 10-day course on navigation and other mechanical skills, the report by the panel submitted to said Fisheries Minister, K. Babu.

“The rule that mechanized fishing vessels should be driven only by certified driver should be made a mandatory requirement within the next five years,” it suggested. All fishing vessels capable of carrying out operations, outside the 12 nautical mile zone, should possess not only VHF, but also radio telephone facility. The State Government should take initiative to hold a dialogue with Union Communications Ministry to get this facility at subsidized rate.  Likewise the mesh size of the fishing nets should be regulated between 33 mm and 152 mm. Mesh size for sardine/mackerel ring seines may be regulated at 22 mm or more and the mesh size for anchovy ring seines at 12 mm or more. Cod end mesh of 35 mm has been prescribed for trawl net in Kerala Marine Fisheries Regulation Act and this should be changed to 35 square meshes as studies showed that the latter provides better opportunity for juveniles to escape.

Puducherry: Fishing equipment gutted in Puducherry

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-tamilnadu/fishing-equipment-gutted-in-puducherry/article6051446.ece
Tension prevailed in Nallavadu village after fishing net and equipment worth about Rs. 30 lakh and a government building where they were stocked were extensively damaged in a fire in the wee hours of Monday. With the 45-day trawling ban in Tamil Nadu and Puducherry coming to an end on May 30, fishermen had repaired and kept their nets ready for the next season. Around 15 fishermen had shared costs of the purse seine net (surukku valai), said Muthukrishnan, one of the fishermen. The damage to the building has been estimated at Rs. 50 lakh, said R. Subramani, president, Nallavadu village fishermen panchayat.

However, an official complaint is yet to be registered, said V. Deivasigamani, superintendent of police (Rural). “The panchayat is conducting an inquiry into the matter. They will decide to lodge a complaint only after discussions. They may dispose of the case among themselves. The cause of the fire is also not clear. It could have been an accident or an act of arson,” he said. S. Kumar, secretary of the one of the Puducherry fishing community associations, said the director of the Department of Fisheries had not yet visited the site or called regarding the incident. “The concerns of the fishing community are not properly addressed by the government,” he said. When asked about the Fisheries Department response, Mary Chinna Rani, director, said: “We have sent one of our inspectors to assess the damage. The report will be sent to the distress relief society committee. So far, no compensation has been announced yet. We are also yet to receive an application from the complainants.”

Tamil Nadu: Meen' Madness Set to Return at Kasimedu Fishing Harbour 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/chennai/Meen-Madness-Set-to-Return-at-Kasimedu-Fishing-Harbour/2014/05/29/article2250843.ece1
Kasimedu Fishing Harbour, which has been fairly desolate over the course of  the annual fishing ban — between the intervening night of April 14 and 15 and until midnight on May 29 — will soon return to its former bustling state as the fisherfolk wait eagerly to venture out into the sea. The fishing ban is an annual affair that is enforced by the government to allow spawning — both for ocean and fresh water species. As part of the restriction, fishermen are not allowed to take mechanised boats out to sea. The fishing harbour, which has over 800 mechanised boats which were harboured for 45 days and underwent repairs and makeovers, are gearing up to venture out into the sea post-midnight on Thursday. According to an official source, about 200 to 300 boats will venture into the sea soon after the ban is lifted as per the Section 5 of the Tamil Nadu Marine Fisheries Regulation Act 1983.

The mechanised boats will get back in action from June 2 onwards and the big boats will return from June 5 onwards. The Kasimedu Fishing Harbour will begin to cater to the entire city’s demand by June 7 and the prices that had gone up by 100 pc for sought after varieties are expected to fall back in a couple of days. All the allied industries from the ice-making industry, fuel supply shuttle operators, fish shuttle operators, mineral water suppliers, and small time eateries run by the locals will resume their full scaled operations from tomorrow. Kasimedu alone will bring about 150 tonnes of fish during the weekends especially on Sundays when it will drop to around 100 tonnes. The fibre boats could bring less than four tonnes of fish with most of the catch being consumed locally among fisherfolk.

Tamil Nadu: Fisherman killed by pirates to be buried today

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/City/Madurai/Fisherman-killed-by-pirates-to-be-buried-today/articleshow/35699936.cms
The body of Thomas Gildus, 47, who was shot dead by pirates in Bahrain waters, arrived at his native village Rajakkamangalamthurai in Kanyakumari district late on Wednesday night. The body was flown to Trivandrum airport and brought to Rajakkamangalamthruai by road. The funeral mass has been scheduled for Thursday morning at Arockia Annai Church in Rajakkamangalamthurai, said Sahaya Leemarose, a relative of Thomas. On June 6, Gildus would have completed two years of his contract period in Bahrain. He was planning to return to India after venturing into the sea on May 21. However, that proved to be his last fishing as he fell to pirates' bullets. Gildus was the sole bread-winner of the family. He has been working in the Middle East for long and used to visit the family during vacations, Leemarose said. He is survived by his wife Sahayasiromani (37) and three sons. While the youngest son is studying in a polytechnic college, his older brothers are looking for good jobs, she stated.

The deceased's family was announced a solatium of Rs 5 lakh. "The solatium has come as a great relief for the family. The state government has also taken steps to bring back Gildus' body," said P Justin Antony of Tamil Nadu Fishermen Development Trust. In July 2012, a Ramanathapuram fisherman, Sekar, was killed when an US Navy vessel opened fire in Gulf waters. Sekar's relative M Muthiah, who has also worked for a fishing company in the UAE, said Indian fishermen face firing risks. "We always surrendered if asked to stop by the coast guard of neighbouring countries. They will not hesitate to shoot if we don't stop on warning," he said.

Andhra Pradesh: Fishing industry looksfor bailout package

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Visakhapatnam/fishing-industry-looksfor-bailout-package/article6046448.ece
Hopes the new government would come to its rescue. With the seafood industry finding itself in troubled waters due to a variety of reasons, the exporters and trawler operators are baying for a bailout package from the new government at the Centre. Achieving the export target of $15 billion by 2015 turning into a Herculean task, the industry is looking at a booster dose with a slew of incentives. The most important among them is to dispense with Letters of Permission (LoP) being given to some foreign vessels registered in the name of Indian firms.

“To put an end to overexploitation of fish resources, we are sensitising the industry on sustainable technologies. Even the LoP system may soon become a closed chapter,” Y.S. Yadava, Director of Bay of Bengal Programme (an inter-governmental organisation) and former Central Fisheries Commissioner, has told The Hindu. Sources say the export market is under-explored even though there is a heavy demand for sushi grade tuna, shrimp, lobsters and other varieties to the United States, Japan and the European Union countries, known for their penchant for seafood. India contributes less than 1 per cent of ornamental fish exports – an area which is yet to be tapped fully. 

“We have 8,129-long coastline with two million square km of Exclusive Economic Zone and 1.2 million hectares of brackish water body. A series of incentives with thrust on augmenting infrastructure will boost our turnover from inland and marine fisheries,” says Y.G.K. Murti, president of Federation of Indian Fishery Industries (FIFI). Oozing out confidence that with local MP K. Haribabu familiar with the problems of the industry and change of guard at the Centre and in the State, he says they will get their voice heard at the State and the Centre for formulating a policy to encourage the fisheries sector in a big way.

Odisha: Odisha seafood exports show a surge 

http://www.fis.com/fis/worldnews/worldnews.asp?monthyear=&day=29&id=68822&l=e&special=&ndb=1%20target=
Seafood exports from Odisha state have shown an impressive surge due to the increase in international demand for Indian shrimp and the weakening of Indian rupee. Seafood export value from the State rose from INR 9,500 million (USD 161 million) in the fiscal year 2012-13 to INR 18,000 million (USD 306 million) in 2013-14 (1 April 2013-31 March 2014), representing an increase of more than 105 per cent, according to the provisional data collected by the Seafood Exporters Association of India (SEAI) (Odisha region), The New Indian Express informed. “About 30,980 tonnes of shrimp and fish valued at INR 1,817 crores (freight on board) were exported from the state in the last financial year. In dollar terms, it was USD 300.89 million”, said Gorachand Mohanty, SEAI president.

In 2012-13, Odisha exported nealry 23,300 tonnes of seafood. According to traders, 16-20 grade shrimp price, which was at about USD 9 per kg in 2012-13, rose to about USD 16 in 2013-14 . Odisha exports most of its products to the United States, European countries and Japan, the Business Standard reported. Nevertheless, sources say the export market is under-explored even though there is a heavy demand for sushi grade tuna, shrimp, lobsters and other varieties. “We have put across our demand to the Fishery Department several times to bring shrimp culture within the preview of agriculture like animal husbandry and poultry farming. But the department paid no heed,” claimed Mohanty. And he added that many landless people get employment in shrimp farms and their processing plants. With the rise in demand for the shrimp, the employment opportunity will increase but the fishing industry in coastal areas is yet to make substantial growth to make it as profitable as it should be.

According to the estimates of Marine Products Export Development Authority(MPEDA), India’s total seafood exports crossed one million tonne mark for the first time with profits amounting to over USD 4.5 billion in 2013-2014. However, referring to the whole country, the president of Federation of Indian Fishery Industries (FIFI), Y.G.K. Murti, said: “We have 8,129-long coastline with two million square km of Exclusive Economic Zone and 1.2 million hectares of brackish water body. A series of incentives with thrust on augmenting infrastructure will boost our turnover from inland and marine fisheries.” Sector sources consider that the industry is “looking at a booster dose with a slew of incentives such as granting Letters of Permission (LoP) to some foreign vessels registered in the name of Indian firms” in order to achieve the export target of USD 15 billion by 2015, the newspaper The Hindu reported. “To put an end to overexploitation of fish resources, we are sensitising the industry on sustainable technologies. Even the LoP system may soon become a closed chapter,” Y.S. Yadava, Director of Bay of Bengal Programme (an inter-governmental organisation) and former Central Fisheries Commissioner, highlighted.

India: ASEAN: A House Divided

http://www.newindianexpress.com/opinion/ASEAN-A-House-Divided/2014/05/28/article2249042.ece

China has recently installed a $1 billion oil exploration rig in South China Sea. Vietnam naturally reacted vehemently; Hanoi even expelled ethnic Chinese working in Vietnam for anti-Vietnam activities. The Philippines, which also has territorial claims in the South China Sea, expressed its resentment a few days ago over Chinese moves to reclaim land around Johnson South Reef of the Spratly Islands, possibly to build an airstrip. Tensions began to mount when the Filipino maritime police arrested Chinese fishermen for poaching into what Manila considers its territorial waters. Why has South China Sea become an area of conflict? What are the reasons for the present imbroglio? Every year $ 5.3 trillion worth of trade passes through South China Sea, of which the US accounts for 23 per cent. It is estimated that South China Sea contains 11 billion barrels of oil and 190 trillion cubic feet natural gas. No wonder all littoral states are vehemently staking claims. They are also expanding and modernising their armed forces. Since 2003, there has been an increase of 175 per cent in China’s military expenditure. What’s more, unlike earlier when Beijing used to emphasise the necessity for a peaceful periphery, today it is asserting its territorial claims. It considers South China Sea to be a “core area” that has to be safeguarded and protected. Japan has decided to donate coast guard patrol boats worth $110 millions to the Philippines. And, what’s more, senior officials of the US State Department have questioned the legitimacy of Chinese claims over South China Sea. Washington has asked Beijing not to impose an Air Defence Identification Scheme in the sea.

Conflicting claims have created tensions in the sea on a regular basis. In 1995 there were violent incidents near the Mischief Reef claimed by the Philippines. In 1997, similar incidents took place in the Scarborough Reef. As far as China-Vietnam relations are concerned, there had been a number of incidents in the Paracel and Spratly archipelagos and continental shelf areas in South China Sea and the Gulf of Tonkin. Though land border between China and Vietnam was successfully delimited in 1999, South China Sea continues to be an area of simmering discontent caused mainly by oil exploration and deep sea fishing. The present crisis was a direct offshoot of the deployment of the deep water oil drilling rig 80 miles inside of what Vietnam considers Exclusive Economic Zone. The rig was escorted by over 80 armed naval vessels. They fired high power water cannons ramming Vietnam’s civilian ships.

How did the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) respond to the situation? The rig incident took place on the eve of the ASEAN Foreign Ministers meeting in Myanmar. Naturally, the South China dispute overshadowed the summit. Both Vietnam and the Philippines appealed for condemnation of China’s aggressive designs but were unable to get their colleagues’ support. The ASEAN member states had differing perceptions on China. Backroom diplomacy finally led to a compromise. On May 10, ASEAN issued a statement on South China Sea. The statement did not mention either China or Vietnam by name. It called on all parties “to exercise self-restraint and avoid action which could undermine peace and stability in the area and to resolve disputes by peaceful means without resorting to threat or use of force”. Thus China’s intentions became a divisive issue once again. In the 2012 ASEAN summit, it may be recalled, the member states could not even issue a joint statement. Perceptive observers naturally interpreted the resolution as an attempt to sideline the issue. The resolution was an indicator that many member states didn’t want to openly criticise China.

It should be highlighted that several political commentators had praised ASEAN as a vibrant and successful political and economic regional organisation. Few years ago, explaining the concept of “togetherness” which brought cohesion and unity to ASEAN,  former Malaysian foreign minister Ghazalie Shafie said ASEAN could be likened to a “cluster of bamboos, each of which was an independent entity and which together could withstand turbulent winds, the tallest of the bamboos must always stoop its head”. He added Indonesia was the largest nation in ASEAN, but it never imposed its will on other members. The Third Indo-China War, when ASEAN, with the support of China and the US, successfully isolated Vietnam in all international forums and rallied support for the Sihanouk-led coalition government in Cambodia was the high watermark in the history of ASEAN. But that cohesion and unity is no longer evident today.

Much water has flowed through the Malacca Strait and South China Sea after the Third Indo-China War. International relations in Southeast Asia have undergone a fundamental transformation. Membership of ASEAN has been expanded and all nations of the region are its members, Vietnam and the US are no longer bitter enemies but co-operate with one another in many spheres, including defence. China has undoubtedly emerged as the most powerful country in Asia. The dilemma facing Southeast Asian countries can be explained as follows. It is to balance their overwhelming dependence on China for trade and investment with the material and psychological dependence on the US military support. They consider US support as the best guarantee against possible Chinese aggressive designs in the maritime territorial disputes in South China and East China seas. China’s most vocal supporters are Cambodia and Laos, sharp critics are Vietnam and the Phlippines, and countries like Indonesia, Myanmar, Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand and Brunei fall in between.

China is vehemently opposed to internationalisation of territorial disputes. Beijing wants to resolve them strictly on a bilateral basis. China, therefore, has sharply criticised Hanoi and Manila for trying to mobilise ASEAN support. The Chinese foreign ministry spokesman has explained: “China is opposed to certain countries’ scheme of spoiling the atmosphere of friendly co-operation between China and ASEAN by making use of the issue of South China Sea.”

During the Myanmar summit, China has successfully neutralised ASEAN from taking a unified stand. From an Indian point of view what must be underlined is the fact that China is the only country which has used force to buttress its territorial claims—against India in 1962, against the Soviet Union in 1969 and Vietnam in 1979. ASEAN can ignore this reality only at its peril.

India: Submit wetland plan: National Green Tribunal

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/delhi/Submit-wetland-plan-National-Green-Tribunal/articleshow/35695717.cms
 The National Green Tribunal has directed the ministry of environment and forests and the Delhi government to identify and assess the status of wetlands in the capital. It has also directed them to submit a plan for conservation and management of the wetlands. 
Advocate Gaurav Bansal who had filed a plea on the plight of Dheerpur wetlands that have been encroached by various construction projects said, "I had prayed to the bench to direct agencies to do a status check of the wetlands, they agreed. Agencies are likely to submit a report in the next hearing," he said. 

TNN In the previous hearing, NGT had restrained the release of any sewage or sludge in and around water bodies in Dheerpur. The tribunal had issued notice to the environment and forests ministry, Delhi government, Delhi Park and Garden Society, Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC), Delhi Jal Board, and Delhi Pollution Control Committee and asked them to file replies within three weeks on a plea seeking formulation of a management plan for the protection of wetlands in the capital. The bench had said that Dheerpur marshland was important for the environment because of its biological productivity, niche for many species, flood control, recreational and aesthetic values and recharging ground water sources.

Sri Lanka: Ministry Warns Fishermen

http://www.thesundayleader.lk/2014/05/25/ministry-warns-fishermen/
The Ministry of Fisheries has decided to charge Sri Lankan fishermen who violate international maritime laws and cross into Indian waters with a fine of Rs 1.5 million plus two years imprisonment, said Secretary to the Ministry of Fisheries Dr. D.M.R. Dissanayake. According to the Ministry of Fisheries, a policy decision regarding this matter has been taken and they will not even consider providing food, clothing or air tickets to those who are arrested and kept in custody in India. “The Ministry of Fisheries will not do any intermediation to release the boats of the fishermen that are taken into custody due to poaching illegally in Indian seas in future,” he said.

He added that the Ministry has already introduced new technology to Sri Lankan fishermen to stay within the maritime boundary without poaching in foreign seas. “Last year in total, India arrested 333 Sri Lankan fishermen and took 63 boats into their custody. The Ministry of Fisheries had to spend over Rs 15 lakhs to provide food, clothing and air tickets etc., to those fishermen last year. Therefore we had to take a policy decision to avoid the continuation of such incidents. However, we will consider providing support to fishermen who get arrested for entering Indian waters due to natural disasters,” he said.

Sri lanka: Abandoned widows in Sri Lanka get back on their feet through solidarity

http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Abandoned-widows-in-Sri-Lanka-get-back-on-their-feet-through-solidarity-31216.html
Thanks to an initiative by the National Fisheries Solidarity Movement (NAFSO) in Negombo (Western Province), a group of women were given tools to earn a living: fishing rods, sewing and baking machines, and more. All were internal displaced, widowed by war or the tsunami or abandoned by their husbands. Some 493 women living in the north and east of Sri Lanka have been able to send their children to school and earn a living for their family for the past year thanks to the action of the women's section of the National Fisheries Solidarity Movement (NAFSO) in Negombo (Western Province). The support programme began in January 2013, and its results were celebrated on Tuesday in Trincomalee when the last aid was handed out.

The women involved in the initiative lost their husbands in the civil war or in the2004 tsunami, or were abandoned by their husbands. They are all internally displaced, moved out of their homes by the government but never properly resettled. They come from 23 villages in three districts (Trincomalee, Batticaloa and Mannar) in the eastern and northern provinces. Another 28 women will soon receive aid in Mannar. "These women face enormous problems day after day. They have been left to fend for themselves, ignored by every government aid programme," said Lavina Hasanthi, head of the women's section NAFSO, who spoke to AsiaNews. In order to help them, "we followed two directions: with economic aid, because they need to survive, and by making them realise that, although they are refugees, they deserve human dignity and must fight for their rights," she said. "This initiative is a big help for us," said Siththi Umma, a 42-year-old Muslim widow. "We might have been neglected by the majority of society, but now we can earn some money for ourselves without being a burden on others, and we can send our children to school." "Now we can face any challenge," said Sorja Devi, a 55-year-old Tamil widow. "We know we can talk to any official and assert our needs and rights," she toldAsiaNews, "and we have NAFSO to thank." The programme included the distribution of farming tools, sewing machines, bicycles, boxes for selling fish, fishing nets, canoes, cages for chickens and hens, goats, wood shelves for small shops, hoppers, baking machines and seeds.

Pakistan: Fisheries sector is an important source of export earnings for the country
http://paktribune.com/news/Importance-of-fisheries-By-Ahsan-269331.html
The fisheries sector is an important source of export earnings for the country. The sector is, however, facing difficulties for the past few years due to the issue of non-compliance with the Sanitary and Phytosanitary Standards (SPS). This situation has led to the imposition of frequent bans on Pakistan's fish exports to the European Union (EU), which is an important market. The EU market offers a high per unit price as compared to other destinations such as China.

This situation presents a discouraging scenario, especially in the context of the difference in the per unit prices offered by the EU and other markets. According to the State Bank of Pakistan, the importance of controlling public health risks is not realised by the industry. The need for companies to verify appropriate controls over capture of the fish, handling, storage and transport is not fully understood. 
The vessel owners and harbour authority lack an understanding of the consequences of poor control and have only just begun to initiate programmes to achieve increased control. Similarly processors lack an understanding of Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Point (HACCP) and competitive levels of good manufacturing practices. Therefore, there is a need to inculcate awareness among all stakeholders of the fish industry in relation to the importance of this issue to avoid sanctions imposed by major importers. 
The relevant government department has a weak inspection system, especially in their organisation, responsibility, authority, methodology and have a poor understanding of the significance of public health risks including their causes and suitable controls. It is time that all stakeholders take interest in their responsibilities with a view to realising the full potential of the country's fisheries sector.
Bangladesh: Shrimp Farming; Recipe for Disaster

http://www.theepochtimes.com/n3/blog/shrimp-farming-recipe-for-disaster/
In my last post I was talking about one of the world’s most destructive fishing methods; bottom trawling for shrimp. This is the way most wild shrimp are caught and it has created an environmental disaster in terms of destruction of the seabed and what lives there. Bottom trawling has to end if we are to have sustainable fisheries in the future. But what about shrimp farming? Because catching shrimp has become more difficult, the world has quickly turned to shrimp farming as a way of meeting the accelerating demand. Today, about 90% of American shrimp is imported from Bangladesh, China, Thailand, and Vietnam where shrimp farming has become an art and environmental protection is almost non-existent.

Commercial marine shrimp farming took off in the early 1970’s and reached about 1.6 million tonnes in 2003 with Thailand the leading exporter. During this period shrimp farming went through a steep learning curve. The now huge farms became targets for shrimp diseases and the industry suffered several ‘wipe outs’ before stricter controls and more science were applied. There is still a long way to go and most shrimp consumers would be shocked to see the way shrimp are raised.

As Jill Richardson details on Alternet.org , “The shrimp pond preparation begins with urea, superphosphate, and diesel, then progresses to the use of pesticides (fish-killing chemicals like chlorine and rotenone), pesticides and antibiotics (including some that are banned in the U.S.), and ends by treating the shrimp with sodium tripolyphosphate (a suspected neurotoxicant), borax, and occasionally caustic soda. Upon arrival in the U.S., few if any, are inspected by the FDA, and when researchers have examined imported ready-to-eat shrimp, they found 162 separate species of bacteria with resistance to 10 different antibiotics.” This puts a new meaning on the famous “shrimp cocktail”; what are we eating when we order shrimp? But making shrimp consumers guinea pigs for low level exposure to chemicals is only part of the down side of shrimp farming. The most convenient place to put marine shrimp farms is next to the sea. The cheapest land is mangrove forest. As mangrove forests are cleared, offshore fisheries collapse and coastal waters turn muddy and unproductive. As the shrimp ponds are repeatedly used, production eventually falls and the shrimp farmers abandon the land for new sites. Unfortunately, mangroves are not only the nursery ground for numerous coastal fish including wild shrimp, they are the most productive ecosystem on the planet. Through photosynthesis these unusual forests growing with their roots in seawater manage to produce thousands of tons of nutrients that find their way to deeper water. Mangroves also remove enormous quantities of CO2, the greenhouse gas, from the environment and lock it up in peaty soils.

Each kilo of farmed shrimp we buy helps to defeat the work Nature is doing to slow global warming and provide sustainable resources. Friends of the Earth Malaysia president SM Mohamed Idris said the government’s Aquaculture Industrial Zone was a threat to natural surroundings and contributed to serious environmental problems including the further depletion of wild stocks. An analysis of changes in mangrove areas in Perak, Malaysia conducted by the Forest Research Institute of Malaysia (FRIM) showed a 64% decline in mangrove forests from 1989 to 2009. Shrimp normally feed on the detritus and tiny animals on the ocean floor. In ponds, they are fed fish meal and trash fish. The trash fish that used to be unwanted marine life and juvenile commercial species are now kept and in some cases targeted as a shrimp farm food source.

Mr. Idris said the use of trash fish in the aquaculture industry threatens the survival of marine life because these trash fish consist of small, juvenile fish caught by the trawlers. In Malaysia trash fish was the second largest fraction of fish landings by trawlers in 2010, amounting to 35.37% from 718,168 tonnes. Shrimp farming does have the potential to help meet our huge demand for shrimp. Right now the environmental cost is too high and there seems to be little or no regulation to improve the situation. Standards and environment are sacrificed to the drive for maximum profit. In the mean time it would be a good idea to check out one of the many sustainable seafood lists on the internet. Consider other types of seafood next time you are thinking shrimp. Some great choices that include both high levels of Omegas, low levels of mercury and which are sustainably harvested, include:

• Albacore tuna (from the U.S. or British Columbia
• Freshwater Coho salmon (farmed in tank systems, from the U.S.)
• Oysters (farmed)
• Pacific sardines (wild-caught)
• Rainbow trout (farmed)
• Salmon (wild-caught)
Other healthy choices:
• Arctic char (farmed)
• Barramundi (farmed
• Dungeness crab (wild-caught, from California, Oregon or Washington)
• Longfin squid (wild-caught)
• Mussels (farmed)

Bangladesh: Hilsa selling centres of Barisal busy again 

http://www.dhakatribune.com/business/2013/aug/26/hilsa-selling-centres-barisal-busy-again
Hilsa selling centres of Barisal district have become busy again with the start of the monsoon season. Fishermen started netting Hilsa after an interval of around three months. Traders demanded that export of Hilsa be resumed soon. Ajit Das Monu, president of Barisal Zila Motsya Arotdar Samiti, said the monsoon was delayed this year due to climatic change, making Hilsa netting in the region scarce. Generally, Hilsa season starts in late May, but last year it started in late July. 

This year the monsoon was further delayed and started in late August. Monsoon season is important for Hilsa netting as monsoon winds and rains raised the water level in the Bay and rivers, making it easy for Hilsa fish to move towards the coast and rivers, the traders explained. There are at least 11 big Hilsa wholesale centres in the Barisal region Port Road, Hizla, Patar hut, Alipur, Mohipur, Golachipa, Patharghata, Monpura, Ilisha, Gupter Bazar and Machghat. 

After visiting the Barisal Hilsa trading centre it was learnt that Hilsa, as big as one kg, was being sold at downward prices of Tk20,000-22,000 per 40kg as export is restricted, while Hilsa, weighted 700gm-950gm, at Tk16,000-18,000 and less than 700gm was being sold at Tk13,000-14,000. Acknowledging the vast netting of Hilsa this year, different traders of Ilisha and Monpura said if the government did not withdraw restrictions on Hilsa export, the price of Hilsa would fall in local markets. 

However, they also expressed concerns that investors would incur losses if the price of Hilsa fell in local markets, adding that investors would resort to smuggling in order to cover losses. Moreover, smuggling from trawler to trawler would also increase, they said. Golam Mustafa Chowdhury, president of Barguna district unit Matsya Trawler Sammittee said about 4,000 trawlers were fishing Hilsa round the clock in and near the Bay, including Sonar Char, Rupar Char, Gangamotir Char, Fearway Boyuya, Dubjahaj, Chitagonger Kharri, Char Montaj, Asar Char, Charfession, Patharghata, Dhal char, and Baushiya points. Masum Bepari, President of Mohipur Matsya Aratdar Samity of Kalapara coast of Patuakhali, said a single sea-fishing trawler was able to carry 200-500 maunds of Hilsa, preserved in ice, taking at least 7-10 days to reach the coast and inland Hilsa trading ports

Disclaimer  
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